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Warming Up

Reading

@ Activity 1:
* She marked their book reports with check marks and highlights.
* She managed to earn enough money to buy the family food and pay the bills.
¢ She sometimes took three jobs at a time.
* She sewed her own clothes.
* She helped a farmer’s family to pick corn to get some for her children in return.

* She would drive a car until it fell apart while she was saving the money to buy a new one.

@ Activity 2:
v/ Hardworking ~/__ Thrifty
Greedy ~/__ Caring
&/ Strict 8/ Tolerant
a7 Responsible Curious

Stin Pessimistic
gy s Lol

Viewing / Listening

@ Activity 1.
James Portersjob = | Police chiief
Porter’s criteria for choosing a university for his | Academics, distance from home and campus safety
daughter Melanie , |
The mos&unpotmntcﬁtenon T Distance from home
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The university he has chosen for his daughter | Northwestern University

"The reasons for his sg!ccﬁon; of the university Safe, great education and only 40 miles from home
The best part of his plan | i When Melanie finished high school, she’d be going
| i et i to Northwestern.
The mli;érsity that Melanie is i;xmrested in Georgetown
The reason why she feels that she doesn’t have a | She has been wait-listed.
good chance of admission
The judge’s reason for recommending Melanie to | An old classmate of his works in Admissions at
Georgetown University ! Georgetown and he can give his classmate a call.
@ Activity 2:
1. They have come to get some parenting advice from the Porters.
2. They want to know how to raise a daughter like Melanie.
3. He feels very nervous.
4. They plan to go on a college tour to the University of Pittsburgh and then probably to Georgetown.
5. She’d love to join but she’s afraid that her father won’t let her go.
6. His motto is: Be there, take video.
@ Activity 3:
1. d 2. b 3. & 4, f 352 TS
€ Activity 4:
What Porter says about his relationship with | They have got a solid relationship. They talk about
Melanie everything. He is flexible. He has grown with his
daughter’s growth.

What Melanie says about her relationship with her | She can’t tell her father anything. He is very rigid.

father He still treats her like a kid.

James Porter: OK, life lesson. A lot of people think that the moment a parent lets go of their
child is at the wedding. Not me. Think he’s crying because he’s giving away his
daughter? Uh, uh. It’s because she’s marrying this guy. Truth is, he said goodbye
years ago, the day she left home. The trouble starts here. College application
season. With over 4 000 colleges in the US, I developed five reasons for choosing
the perfect one for my little girl. Academics, distance from home, campus safety,
distance from home, and last but not least, distance from home. Which led us to
the best choice. Northwestern. Forty miles from our house. Safe, great education.
I can get there in 28 minutes, clocked. Now, you can never start a plan too early.

BN it 1 | caring for Families
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m Initializing the Project

Reading

@ Activity 2:

Similarities:

Both are means of written communication and can be re-read many times and archived for future

reference.

Differences:

E-mails are a relatively new means of communication — and most of them are treated with nothing

like the same care and formality as letters have been over the years. Sending an e-mail is faster and

more efficient than sending a handwritten letter. The e-mail wastes no time in getting the point across,

nor does it “waste” any paper in communication. E-mails are more impersonal and generally take less

thought than a letter. E-mails keep us in more constant communication than a letter could because the

recipient can receive them almost immediately.

Handwritten letters are windows to the self. Through a letter we can see a friend’s style, a family

member’s way of looking at the world. The experience of receiving a letter is richer than getting a

mere e-mail because there is more than just the words themselves on the paper. There is the paper

that was chosen, the pen that was used, the way that we can touch the paper — a handwritten

letter gathers more meaning because it involves more of our senses. Handwritten letters are more

memorable because of the nuances that can be added to them.

@ Activity 3:

It
2;
3

Because she did her studies in Botany at a time when girls hardly ventured into the field of science.

She was a charming soft spoken lady whose presence made the author feel warm and loved.

Because her grandmother’s body was wasting away due to osteoarthritis and she was going through a lot of
agony. |

When the author is low or troubled, her grandmother’s letter will cease all her pain.

5. The lovely stationary used, the personal touch that each letter carries with it and the anticipatory wait for

the postman to bring some news from a loved one are all wonderful feelings that are very private between

the sender and the receiver.

6. She thinks it needs reviving.
@ Activity 4:
@ heading O salutation
O body @complimentary close
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O signature

@ Activity s:
O Bills for furniture in his rooms
@ Location of his boarding house
O Visit of students belonging to a certain society
O Size of his class
O Their class prayer-meeting
@ Freshmen’ first class

‘ @ Teachers’ requirements for courses

O University’f;resident”_gi_n;k\tg the :ﬁ'eshmeﬂ
@ Percentagé of boys and gifls in his class
@ Number of societies on campus

Viewing / Listening

@ Activity 1:

Family and friends.

. The first step is getting started, which is hard for everyone.

. Tt is to focus on the people you are going to write your newsletter to.

. She means that the A-list is all important.

. A B-list material is things like bad times, and perhaps too much business information.
. One family, one page.

N N v AW N

. To make sure that people in the picture are identifiable.

@ Activity 2: '
1. F A 35 F 4. F 13
6. F 7. F 8T o 10: Kk
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Host:
Sandra Lamb:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:

Sandra Lamb:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:

Host:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:

Host:

So, get it going. Should you jot down ideas?

I think doing some notes is a very good idea. And of course obviously some people in
getting started have a little bit of difficulties that initial thing, even though they may
have a couple of straight notes of what I did this year or I wanna say something about
that. So sometimes doing, getting in the spirit, getting in the mood means maybe
some mood music.

Oh, that’s fine. -

Yes, OK. Reading one of your favorite ...

So you are staring at the blank computer screen, racking you brain.

That’s right.

Relax yourself. Put yourself in the mood. I know one of your tips is also place you
audience.

Absolutely. A very important step and we often see this one is a step that gets
neglected is to focus on the people you’re going to be writing your news letter to. In
fact, if you look over your list, you’ll probably find that like every other family, you
have his family, her family, our friends, maybe the children’s friends, maybe business
acquaintances, maybe social friends that you don’t share. So if you think of that, it’s
maybe important to kind of, as you are talking about, putting it on a computer but be
willing to twig it by a group of friends.

To make sure that you place target audience.

Yes.

Because your work colleagues don’t want to hear about Aunt Emma ...

Right, right.

They might know who she is.

That’s right. Lucy doesn’t know Aunt Emma. Right. So news about her is not going
to mean anything to Lucy.

So that’s a good point. And so we may add it that mean template to kind adjust it for
that different groups you’ve got. It’s true because even if then I send out my holiday
cards, I got different holiday cars for different groups of people depending on what's
more appropriate.

All right. So you also say to concentrate on the A-list. What do you mean by that?
Yes, the A-list is all important. And the first item on the A-list is, as we've just said, is
all about your audience.

oK, -«

OK? So if you’re focusing on your audience, then making that connection is going
to be really important. It’s all about connecting with those people to whom you’re
writing. And the next thing on you A-list is probably sort of thinking about those aha
moments that happened during the year, because it’s not obviously a documentary,
nor is it a diary.

Oh, it shouldn’t be.

Nor should it be stuffed with details. But if you had a piffany, or if you had a
particular insightful aha moment and obviously that’s slightly humorous all the better
if the joke is on you, if it’s self-deprecating kind of humor and that it’s not directed at
someone else.

Hmm.
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Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:

Sandra Lamb:

So those are important things to remember about you’re a-list.

And I know you say it’s always important too to offer a wish for the holidays.
Absolutely.

Because that’s what it’s about.

That’s right. A wish for the holidays.

Excellent. Now you also say don’t use your B list material.

Right.

This is, this isn’t right. So many people need to hear about this. What are B-list
materials?

Well, our B-list material is things like bad times, perhaps. Business, too much business
information. These things can certainly be mentioned. But to go into a lot of detail
about, as we are speaking before, the B-getting part of what we read is, you know,
relatives and people that no one really can connect because they don’t know. And also

- other bad-iews items like maybe illness, you know or; ...

Host:

Sandra Lamb:

Host:

Sandra Lamb:

Host:

Sandra Lamb:

Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:

_ Host:

Sandra Lamb:
Host:
Sandra Lamb:
Host:

Do we need to completely avoid those or are you saying that you can touch them
briefly such as so and so has been struggling a little bit but we’re looking forward to
something in the new year. Something along those lines or is that too much detail.
Well, no. That’s not too much detail. Just mention it. But again obviously thinking
about and focusing on your audience anid who is it going to, whether it’s relevant to
those people.

So is this the venue to announce that httle Johnny got five As on his report card?

No, boasting and bragging head the list I omitted earlier. That boasting and bragging
are the biggest B that should not be included in your letter.

It’s true that nothing is going to ruin your holiday spirit. I mean, you want to hear
that everyone is doing well but there’s a big difference between sharing, you know,
highlights of a year of your life and spending your entire letter bragging and boasting
about things like “Johnny got five As.” Right?

Well, and it lacks sensitivity because we’re going back to people, the people you're
trying to connect to, maybe Sally who belongs to a friend, you know, isn’t being
feasted by the President, and you know, isn’t going to Harvard or Princeton or ...
And you didn’t get that new access.

That's right. That’s right.

All right. Now you also say to make the news letter a family affair.

Absolutely. What a wonderful time to have everyone sort of sit down together, reﬂect
on what has been important in a year, perhaps even be thankful for the things that
happened during the year and obviously get the opportunity to participate and give
some input. What was your most important, you know, what was your happiest moment
this year or what was the most important thing that has happened to you this year.
Or at the reference you said earlier, you know, with self-deprecating, sometimes kids
are wonderful resource to remember or humor or funny events that happened in a
year can be very self deprecating.

Absolutely.

And adding that humor because you really want to make someone smile.

That’s right.

Hmm. All right. So you also say “Keep it short and simple.”
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