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Tert I

Part I. Warm-up

1. Do you have the experience of taking an airplane? Have you dreamed of traveling by

spaceship one day?

2. How much do you know about Shenzhou VI?

Part Il. The text

A Big Step Forward

“Feeling good.” That was the message from the two Chi-
nese astronauts orbiting the Earth in the 5-day space travel. The
good feeling swept the nations as hundreds of millions first
watched the live television program of Shenzhou VI's launch.
And then the program was replayed on domestic and interna-
tional television channels throughout the day.

The successful launch of China’s second manned spacecraft,

after the country’s first manned space flight in 2003, has encour-

aged Chinese people to further explore outer space. Following
these days of space flight by astronauts Fei Junlong and Nie
Haisheng, China plans to carry out space walks and a docking (A %5 1 %4%) of the capsule
(% £HiE) with a space module (K% #f) in the years ahead.



These efforts result from Chinese people’s hard work of many years. China began its
first stage of manned space program in 1992. In the second stage, China launched Shenzhou
V in October 2003, carrying astronaut Yang Liwei around the earth 14 times during his 21-
hour flight. China became the third nation, following Russia and the United States, to suc-
ceed in manned space flight. Four unmanned Shenzhou spaceships were launched between
November 1999 and December 2002 before Yang's space travel. Based on all these break-
throughs in technology, in the third stage. China decides to set up a long-lasting space lab
into orbit and build a new space engineering system. The system will make it possible for
astronauts and scientists to shuttle (f£i%) between the Earth and the space station to do large-
scale scientific experiments.

With the completion of the three-stage plan of China’s manned space program, Chi-
nese astronauts and scientists will be able
to do space activities regularly. A sound
foundation will be laid so that China will
explore and make peaceful use of space re-
sources in the future.

China has taken two big steps in the

two years and will take another giant step

towards the Moon in the near future.

Words and expressions

= orbit/'abit/ v. fEHEZIT . HUH

® live lav/ adj. B EERY, SLHEEER

® launch /lont{/ n. & v. K5}

®  domestic /da'mestik/ adj. FEHN K

® man /men/ v, - E&E AR

®  breakthrough /'bretkOru:/ n. 2

® result from B4, =4

* shuttle between FiRF -+ ZIE, BT Z 8]
* lay a foundation BS5E FERE

|89



Part I1l. Reflection and discussion
I. True or false questions -
1) China began its first manned space travel in 1992. ()
2) China is the third country that has succeeded in manned space flight. ()

3) As the first manned spacecraft, Shenzhou V spacecraft had improved its equipment and

undergone some further scientific experiments. ()

4) The experience accumulated (F122) by Shenzhou VI for multi-day, multi-person orbital

trips will pave the way for more ambitious space programs in the future. ()

5) China plans to set up a long-lasting space lab and build a new space engineering system

that will help scientists and astronauts do more space experiments. ()

2. Phrase translation

1) KZ47E 5) breakthrough in technology
2) KELE= 6) space exploration
3) A H 7) shuttle between the Earth and the space station
4) LEHIE AT 8) space engineering system
3. Blank filling

spacesuits  second launched landed —manned
Shenzhou VI was the human space flight of the People’s Republic of China. It

was on 12 October 2005 on a Long March rocket from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center. The Shenzhou spacecraft carried a crew of Fei Junlong and Nie Haisheng for five
days in low Earth orbit. The crew were able to change out of their new lighter :
conduct scientific experiments, and enter the orbital module (}LiEf{) for the first time. It
in Siziwang Banner of Inner Mongolia, the same place for the previous and

unmanned Shenzhou flights.



Tert Il

Part I.

The text

Life in Shenzhou VI

What the two Chinese astronauts ate and how they slept
during their 119-hour, zero-gravity (k) space flight has
attracted much attention.

When Fei Junlong and Nie Haisheng piloted Shenzhou
VIin China’s second manned space travel, they had three
meals every day, with five to six dishes for each meal. They
enjoyed balanced diet which was designed according to their
personal tastes. Fei Junlong likes sweet food. The traditional
pastries (Bf£5.L>) are his favorite. His partner, Nie Haisheng,
prefers spicier (3 3[1]) food. Rice was the main food, which
was packed into a vacuum (E.%%) bag and then warmed by a

heater. They also had instant coffee, green tea, orange juice.

Dehydrated (7K ) , refrigerated (274 (1)) fruits such as strawberries, apples, bananas,

peaches and Hami melons were also available.

However, it is not easy to eat in space, as everything floats. The tray holding food-

filled cans, plastic containers was tied to one leg of the astronauts. They drank through

straws and ate with spoons, and had to keep their mouths shut!

Sleeping was quite difficult. A sleeping bag, hooked on the wall of the orbiting module,

had been arranged to follow earthly habits. The astronauts slept in turn. Under the zero-

gravity conditions, they slept standing, sitting or lying. When they slept, they put their arms

inside the sleeping bag and tied their hands on their chests to avoid touching equipment

switches (JF %) by chance.

With the development of science and technology, space tourism will become popular.

It means that everyone will have a chance to enjoy zero-gravity life in space.

Part Il.

Reflection and discussion

I. Match each word or phrase in Column | with its definition in Column II.



