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Australian Fictions of the Jungle
War and the Japanese Captivity
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Abstract

The book explores the relationship between the ideology of
the Anzac myth and a selection of Australian fictions about jungle
warfare and the prisoner-of-war experience in World War II. It
examines literary presentations of the New Guinea campaign and
the POW experiences under the Japanese and how they contribute
to the continuity of the Anzac legend and to Australian identity. The
texts used for the study of the jungle war in New Guinea are T. A.
G. Hungerford’s The Ridge and the River and A Knockabout with a
Slouch Hat. For the POW experience, the study discusses Randolph
Stow’s The Merry-Go-Round in the Sea and David Malouf’s The
Great World.

The study draws on critical theories of the nation and nationalism
to frame its textual analysis. It examines how certain constructive
aspects of nationalism, including the redefining of heroism in terms
of endurance, and the composition of an imagined community are
demonstrated in the texts. Negative aspects of nationalism are also
examined, particularly the texts’ representation of communal narrow-
mindedness, social incomprehension of POW experiences, and the
lack of recognition of non-white soldiers’ contributions to the defence
of Australia.

Each chapter focuses on a particular text. Chapter one explores
how the Anzac ideology of mateship is combined with realist
characterization in The Ridge and the River, producing a study of
conflict as well as comradeship among the diggers. Chapter two

analyses the short stories in 4 Knockabout with a Slouch Hat,
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focusing on their everyday life of the soldiers. It argues that the book
charts Hungerford’s emergence as a writer as well as his experience
as a soldier. Chapter three discusses how Stow’s The Merry-Go-
Round in the Sea traces the impact of the war on a child and the
continuing trauma experienced by an ex-prisoner, critiquing the
Anzac myth. Chapter four explores how Malouf draws on the Anzac
ideology to frame his narrative and mythologize the Second AIF

through a psychological and poetic treatment of POW experience.
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