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INTRODUCTION

G reat Wall stretches from the east to the
west for 10000 L/, and the construction
project has gone on for over 2000 years. To get
some idea of the splendid sights, tourists climb up
precipitous cliffs where ordinary passers-by rarely
set foot in. People can imagine the hardships the
ancient builders had experienced. The imposing
graceful bearing, the aesthetic value, and the
defensive functions which show the military strate-
gies are all rarely seen in cultural legacies of the
world. It is a miracle of the world, and is deeply
admired and praised by peoples of all countries.

As early as the reign of Emperor Xuanwang of
the Zhou Dynasty, cities were built to ward off the
frequent harassing activities of the cavalries of the
northern nomad tribes. In « The Book of Poems»
is the sentence “City is built in the north ”, referring
to individual fortresses. Construction projects of
Great Wall began in the Spring and Autumn/War-
ring States Period. At that time, dukes or princes of
various states had Great Walls built to carry on
wars in contending for hegemony. The first Great
Wall was built by the State of Chu. According to
« the Annals by Zuo Qiuming» , the State of Chu
had a square city built, in 656 B.C., to defend the
attacks of Duke Huangong of the State of Qi. It
was a century before Confucius was born. Soon
the States of Qi, Wei, Qin, Zhao,
Zhongshan and Yan all had Great Wall built in their
it?qundaries. After unifying the whole country,
Emperor Shihuang of the Qin Dynasty had all Great

afterwards,

Walls in the north linked up. Thus came the
“100004/ Great Wall”. A dozen of succeeding
d\)nasties had Great Wall built as well. The vastest
project carried out in the Ming Dynasty brought
about the climax of the development of the Great
Wall. and the unigue construction was completed.
The Ming Dynasty had its capital set in Beijing.
To protect the Capital and the imperial ancestral
mausoleums, the regime attached importance to the
Great Wall in Beijing Area
( referring to the Prefecture of Shuntian ‘in the
Ming Dynasty). In the said district,
watching towers were densely and solidly built

construction of
forts and

with brick-and-stone-covered surfaces. To the north
of Beijing, precipitous peaks and cliffs tower all
along the winding and rolling Yanshan Mountains.
Both the 2116-metre Wuling Mountain in the east
and the 2303-metre Lingshan Mountain'in the west
are several hundred metres higher than the famous
Taishan Mountain in Shandong, Which is 1524
metres high. Great Wall in Beijing Area meanders
just in front of these mountains. In strategically

located places, towering passes and forts were built.

Qi Jiguang, the famous general, had said that of all
the frontiers, Ji ( ancient name of Beijing) was the
most difficult of access. Thus, along the whole
length of Great Wall, the section in Beijing is the
most magnificent, most solid and most alarmingly
dangerous.

It is no wonder that tourists throng toward
Great Wall in Beijing all the year round. They are

sure to get the best view of the ancient construc-
tion there.

Standing on the Great Wall, people can see
spring flowers, autumn moon, summer clouds,
the boundless mountains inside and
outside of the Great Wall, and the

withering grasses. Whatever come into the eyes will

winter snow
incessant

_make people spontaneously muse over things of the

remote past. We might forget the sounds of flutes
and drums and the flashes of swords over the
ancient battle field, but we can never forget our
innumerable ancestors who had engaged in the
construction project of Great Wall through a long
period of more than 2000 years. Their astonishing
wisdom, their unswerving determination and their
creativity not only shock us greatly, but provide us
with much inspirations as well.

The Great Wall is an architecture.

The Great Wall is also the spirit.

Those who visited the Great Wall have feasted
their eyes on the scenes there. But as the scenic
spots are innumerous, it is difficult to visit all and
each of them. Furthermore, the views differ at
various times. Some of the scenes can be seen only
by lucky coincidences. Those who have never
visited the Great Wall are always looking forward to
paying a visit to the ancient wall, yet they have
never got the chance. People of the 2 categories
may both feel regretful.

Out of love for the mass of readers, and under
the energetic supports provided by Beijing Photo-
graphists” Association, numerous professional and
amateur photographists have worked hard night
and day and taken a great amount of excellent
photographs relative to Great Wall in Beijing. Now,
the photos are collected into an album after being
meticulously selected and edited. If, to some extent,
they can remedy people’s

regrets, it is highly

worthy of commending.
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he State of Yan, with its capital in Ji

T

Seven Powerful States in the Warring States Period.

(present-day Beijing), was one of the

It became a power in the north when Emperor
Zhaowang built Huangjintai (Golden Terrace) and
modestly engaged talents in carrying out construc-
tion projects. According to « The History of the
Hun.Shi Ji (The Chronological History of China) » ,
to resist non-Han nationalities in the north and
west, the State of Yan carried out the construction
project of the Great Wall,
Zhangjiakou of Hebei, went

which started in

northeast through

then
Weichang and Chifeng, reached Liaoyang of Liao-

Duolun and Dushi, turned east through
ning at the end. This section later became a part of
the 10000- L/ Great Wall built during-the reign of
Emperor Shihuang of the Qin Dynasty, and remains
can be found in the above mentioned areas
nowadays.

In Northern Wei, for the defence of Pingcheng
(its capital city , present-day Datong), “Defending
Great Wall around the Capital” was built in 446 A.
D.which ran between Juyong Pass in Changping

and Hequ County in Shanxi.

In Northern Qi,
between Xiakou (the southern fort of Juyong Pass)

the section of Great Wall

and Datong of Shanxi was built by the order of
Gao Yang in 555 A.D. Ten years later, Hu LU Xian
(a general of Northern Qi ) was appointed, by Gao
Wei, to take charge in building the section of Great
Wall which started in Jingle of Shanxi and ended
by the seaside after running through Juyong Pass,
Shunyi, Tongxian, Guoxian and Wuging. The site of
present-day Tianzhu Airport had seen the magnifi-
cent Wall in ancient days.
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were rooms both for the soldiers and arms and
cereals. Shooting windows were open on walls
facing 4 directions, and protected by crenels. Thus,
they were forts for defensing, looking out and
storage.

Through aerial photography and distant sense
in recent years, more remains of Great Wall have
been discovered in Beijing Area. The length of

these totals 628 km, doubling the previously known
300 km.




