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R Liu Jin-an
i Still Life

1982 FE L T IFE A S ER R, Graduated from the Fine Arts Department, Hebei Normal University (HNU) in 1982. Taught at
1882-2000 FEFE AL TEA FEARF A, | the Fine Arts Department, HNU from 1982 to 2000. Gurrently, professor at the School of At the
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ILLUMINATION AND CREATION

THE MISSION OF CREATING AND ILLUMINATING

By Xu Fuhou

It has been thirty years since the Fine Arts Program of Hebei Normal University was initiated. The past decades have
witnessed the remarkable achievement of our dedicated teaching staff. With a strong sense of mission, they worked both
as artists and teachers, creating excellent works and instructing students with passion and rich artistic language.

The Fine Arts Program was first offered by the Military, Sports, Art and Culture Departments in Hebei Normal Univer-
sity and Hebei Teachers' College in 1973. In 1998 two institutions were united and the Fine Arts Department was founded.
2001 saw the establishment of our current School of Art, housed by Hebei Normal University. We are proud of our commit-
ted 81 faculty members, among whom are 15 professors and 26 associate professors.

Creative Artists

The academic quality of an art school relies heavily on teachers' artistic practice. Indeed, teachers play a critical role
in art education. On one hand, we attach great importance to high artistic and academic quality. On the other, we place a
high value on the contemporary art language and the notion that art should be integrated into our current lfe.

Our teachers' work in oil and mixed media are rich and diverse. Each member of our faculty has his or her distinct
approaches. Yet, these varied and vigorous strands are capable of weaving into a coherent picture. | would like to summa-
rize their characteristics as follows,

First, some artists use abstract expressionism to explore the visual and the conceptual. They also draw upon human-
istic and stylistic elements in traditional Chinese painting. They have created excellent works in terms of both intellectual
depth and artistic quality. It is noticeable that their artistic language is quite pioneering in certain areas.

Second, many works embody and reflect the universal and lasting human interest and man' s tireless pursuit of the
sublime and the beautiful. In modern world where the material aspect of life is dominant, this pursuit is easily neglected.
However, it does provide a powerful driving force for us to seek something deeper and higher. Similar to what happens in
the contemporary ol painting in China, the practice of our teachers moves from merely following the classical Western
painting tradition to absorbing cantemporary painting language and seeking the sublime and the beautiful.

Third, artists pay closer attention to man" s conditions of existence and mental activities in the contemporary world.
Many of their works take the form of mixed media. These works are distinguished by their fascinating artistic language and
sensitivity. Their originality and experimental spirit are also notable. Artists imbue their work with their insight of the con-
temporary life and the essence of the Oriental spirt

Fourth, some works adopt realism in a wider context. They are more concerned with the contemporary life and its
meaning yet they vary greatly in styles. For instance, some use the abstract elements in contemporary painting. Artists in
this line are younger and more individualistic than those who practiced *“Close-Up Realism”. Their independent thinking
is masked by their seemingly casual and of the visual

In Chinese painting, emphasis is placed on rethinking the traditional culture and exploring the expressive power of
the medium’ s artistic language. Artists are seeking the possibility of reflecting our current social and intellectual life in a
different way. Chinese paintings produced by our teachers have three features.

First, they reflect people s longing for a more intimate experience with nature. It is not difficult to find how the artists
imbue their feelings and thoughts in the landscapes, pleasant birds and flowers, historic scenes and children. These works
take on a new meaning in the contemporary world. Among their works are masterful combinations of the Oriental spirit and
Western modern painting language.

Second, they reflect a deeper understanding of the essence of the Oriental tradition. It s true that artistic language
plays a vital part in Chinese painting. However, a deeper and more thorough investigation of our longstanding world views
and cosmology, such as the notion of the harmanization of man and heaven, the concept of dao or principle, and the way
in which we perceive and reflect the world, will bring us closer to the essence of our tradition. The exploration in this
direction is important to our current artistic practice and art education.
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TEACHERS AND ARTISTS

Dual Roles of Art Educators in Art Academies

By Sun Gang

Most art educators play two roles. They are dedicated teachers and creative art-
ists as well. For most committed art educators, though these two roles are not identical,
they can be reciprocal. They devote their spare time to research (artistic creation is
usually called research in art in Chinese and
then in their teaching they can make the best use of what they have achieved in artistic
creation. Therefore, we encourage our faculty members to participate actively and fruit-
fully in artistic creation. Our teachers possess various specialties ranging from founda-
tion courses teaching studies, to traditional or contemporary artistic language studies

Though they have different research focuses and methods, their exploration in combi-
nation has formed an important part of teaching and research in our academy.

In terms of artistic language, our teachers adopt highly individual approaches and
work enthusiastically in their field

We, as art educators, are deeply concerned with the pressing questions. What is
the direction for our future research? How to deal with modern art and traditional culture?
How to develop our artistic language? And how to promote contemporary art education?

In order to enrich our artistic language, we need to draw upon our own cultural
tradition as well as acquire a comprehensive understanding of the Western art. To learn
from them means not to follow them, but to add to them and to give new light to them.

What we mean by contemporary quality in artistic language is not mere imitating or
transplanting the Western practice, since the development of Western art has its own
cultural, social and economic foundations. However, what inspires us is its sense of
exploration and innovation. Guided by their anti-tradition spirit, they are creating new
cultures and traditions. We, as teacher/artist, should draw upon our national heritage
and at the same time create new Oriental culture and tradition. That is probably the
ultimate goal of Chinese art educators.

Xu Xiaoyan

Vigor. Green

1982 AV F5I 4L ISE K FE R Graduated from the Fine Arts Department, HNU
PUEA LA ¥ ER P BB I3 in 1982. Currently, associate professor at the
School of Art, HNU.

EHE Yue Minjun
RERTHR | Want to Kill You

1986 = Ay T 4L IFSE AR E AR Graduated from the Fine Arts Department, HNU
AARUZRER in 1986. Currently, professional artist
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