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Barack Obama'

The President: How’s it going, Virginia? (Applause.) You know, this
feels kind of good. (Applause.) Don’t you think?

Audience: Yes!

The President: I need to cool off a little bit. It’s a little warm.
(Applause.) Well, I know these are some die-hard political folks here—
(applause)—not letting a little rain chase us away.

Audience: No!

The President: Although I know this from Michelle, ladies, I do
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apologize for your hairdos getting messed up. (Applause.)

We’re going to have to treat everybody to a little salon visit after this.
(Applause.)

So a couple of acknowledgements I want to make real quick. First of
all, an outstanding member of Congress who’s looking out for working
people every day, Bobby Scott is in the house. (Applause.) State Senator
Donald McEachin is here. (Applause.) State Delegate Jennifer McClellan
is here. (Applause.) And John Montgomery is here. Give him a big round
of applause. (Applause.)

Now, ’'m going to just cut straight to business. We don’t have time

(Y for small talk? here.

Audience Member: Four more years! (Laughter.)

The President: This is my last political campaign. We’re term-limited
as President. And it got me thinking about my first political campaigns.
I think about the places I used to travel as a state senator when I was

running for the United States Senate, all across Illinois, which is a lot like
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Virginia. You got big cities, but you also have small towns. You got rural,
suburban, urban areas. You’d stop in® VFW* halls or diners. You go to
churches or synagogues®, and you’d meet folks black, white, Hispanic,
Asian, Native American, you name it. And wherever I went, even if on
the surface folks looked different, there was a common thread that ran
through their stories. And in those stories I saw my own.

So I'd meet an elderly veteran, and I think about my grandfather
who fought in World War II, and my grandmother who worked on a
bomber assembly line while he was away, even though they’d already had
my mother. And I’d think about how when my grandfather came back

from Europe, he was able to get a college education on the GI Bill, and

how they’d buy their first home with the help of an FHA® loan.
And then I’d meet a single mom somewhere who was working hard,
raising kids, and I’d think about my mom—because my dad left when I

was young. And so my mother had to work and go to school at the same
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time, and yet, despite not having a lot of money, was still able to provide
me and my sister with the best education possible, and instilled in us a
sense that if we worked hard, we could go as far as our dreams would
take us. (Applause.)

And then I’d think about Michelle’s parents whenever I’d meet a
working family because Michelle’s dad was a blue-collar worker. He had
multiple sclerosis. By the time I met him, he could barely walk, in fact,
really couldn’t walk without two canes.

And he’d have to wake up an hour early—earlier than everybody

else—just to get dressed. But he never missed a day on the job. (Applause.)

i And Michelle’s mom, she stayed at home when the kids were young and

then found a job as a secretary, and that’s the work they did all their lives.
They had a little second-floor apartment that Michelle and Craig lived in,
and yet, despite those modest beginnings, Michelle and her brother were
able to get the best possible education.

And so in these travels that I had in that first campaign, what I was
reminded of was that core idea that is central to this country—what

makes us exceptional, what makes us great. It’s not just how many
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skyscrapers we have; it’s not how powerful our military is—what makes
us special is this idea that in this country, if you are willing to work
hard, if you’re willing to take responsibility for your own life, then you
can make it if you try. (Applause.) No matter where you come from, no
matter what you look like, no matter what your last name is, no matter
how modest your beginnings, you can make it in this country if you work
hard. (Applause.) Because America has never been a country of handouts.
We’re a nation of workers, and doers, and dreamers, and risk-takers. We
work for what we get. And all we ask for, as Americans, is that our hard
work pays off. All we ask is that our responsibility is rewarded—so that S

if we put in enough effort, we can find a job that pays the bills; we can

afford a home to call our own; we won’t go bankrupt when we get sick;
maybe we can take a vacation.

When I think about my favorite vacations when I was a kid, when
I was 11 years old my mom, sister, and my grandmom, we traveled
across the country. But we didn’t fly on jets, we took Greyhound

buses. (Applause.) Took the train sometimes. I think we were in the car
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twice. Stayed at Howard Johnsons. And the exciting thing for me was
if there was any kind of swimming pool—it didn’t matter how big it
was. (Laughter.) And then after you spend the whole day swimming,
then you’d go to the vending machine, get a soda and a bucket of ice.
(Laughter.)

But the point was to spend time with folks you loved, and enjoy
their company. So that was part of it, and then people expect, I think,
that they can retire with dignity and respect after a lifetime of work.
(Applause.) That’s the essence of America. That is within everybody’s
grasp’. It doesn’t mean you’re not going to have some ups and downs. It

1 doesn’t mean at some point you’re not going to experience tough times.

But it does mean that the trajectory® of people’s lives in this country—if
you work hard, you can make it. And that’s what made us special. That’s
what made us the greatest nation on Earth. That’s what made us an
economic superpower. (Applause.)

Now, when I ran in 2008, a lot of people, we came together—not
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just Democrats, but Republicans and independents—because we’re not
Democrats or Republicans first, we’re Americans first. (Applause.) And
we came together because we felt like that idea had been slipping away
for too long. For almost a decade, people had been working harder but
getting less. And then the worst financial crisis in our lifetimes hit, the
worst economic crisis in our lifetimes hit, millions of people lost their
jobs or lost their homes or lost their savings, and that made the dream
that much harder to reach for.

But what I’ve learned over these last three and a half years is
that even though the crisis put us through some very tough times, the §

American people are tougher. (Applause.) Folks may have gotten knocked §

down some, but they got back up. (Applause.) The crisis didn’t change
who we are. It did not change our fundamental character as a people. It
hasn’t changed our sense of purpose from 2008. Our mission right now,
yes, is to put people back to work and, yes, to strengthen the housing

market; but our purpose is also to rebuild our economy so that it lasts—
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(applause)—so that work pays off. An economy in which everybody,
whether you are starting a business or punching a clock®, you can have
confidence that if you work hard you can get ahead'®. That’s our goal.
That’s our central purpose. That’s what this campaign is about. That’s
what I’'ve been working on for the last three and a half years. That’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of the United States of America.
(Applause.)

Audience: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years!

The President: Now, I want to say this—

Audience Member: We love you, Mr. President! (Laughter.)

The President: Because we’ve gone through tough times, I think

there’s a tendency sometimes for some of the commentators to say, well,
this time it’s really different, we’re losing our number-one status, and all
this stuff. I don’t buy any of that. We’re still, by far, the greatest nation
on Earth. (Applause.) And what’s holding us back from meeting our
challenges—

Audience Member: Congress. (Laughter.)
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