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Foreword

Rhododendron is the general name of Rhododendron genus plants. Azalea is a kind of fa-
mous xylophyta flower. I have been longing to do something in the power for the research on
azalea since 1984 when I participated in the investigation. collection and edition on Azalea
family for Guizhou Flora. In space with the discover of Guizhou "Handreds Li Rhododendron”
at Qianxi. Dafang county in Guizhou province. as well as Chinese Rhododendron Society
moved to Guizhou from Yunnan province and registered with Guizhou Academy of Sciences
and Guizhou Botanical Garden. As the vice board chairman of Chinese Rhododendron Soci-
ety. the vice director of Guizhou Academy of Sciences. I have been looking forword to do
some works on azalea’s research and development.

In 1995. with the help of D. F. Chamblain. the chief librarian of Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh. UK. and at the invitation of D. Ingram,the director of Royal Botanic Garden Ed-
inburgh. UK. I wnt to Great British with Xiang Yinghai. the director of Guizhou Academy of
Sciences. did investigation and research there for 105 das.

During that time . the author observed. recorded and collected the azalea in 22 parks or
botanical gardens which visited in Great British. especially carefully inspected and collected
the azalea in Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. The author gained a lot of material and speci-
men about systematics,ecology and botanical sources. consulted a vast amount of azalea re-
seach data in the library of Royal Botonic Garden Edinburgh. After returned back. the author
sorted out and improved the data gained in Great British gradually.

It is the summary for the reseach on the seeds of Rhododendron collected in Great British
that research on the seeds of 3 subgenera in Rhododendron.

The method to research the seeds of Rhododendron are:common observation. observa-
tion with optical microscope and observation with electric microscope. My experiments were
done with scanning electric microscope. and I got clean photos. According to original experi-
ence. combined the works at the present. I picked up 4 main form charicteristics of Rhododen-
dron seeds to describe. there are:form and size. wing and rib. The form feature of 3 subgenera
in Rhododendron genus. 5 sections. and 39 subsections amounted to 214 classified groups.
pointed out that the seed type among subgenus is different obviously. not so clear among sec-
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tions or subsections. but each classified group (species. subspecies. variety and forma) in each
subsection or section can be distinguished accouding to the difference of seed’s form feature.
In view of these resons. made out the distinction kew list for subgenera and for the species
(subspecies. variety and forma) in section or subsection. The classify of each classified group
was on the base of original plants records. The Rhododendron in Royal Botanic Garden Ed in-
burgh are classified and identified by world-famous azaleaexperts. some of them remain to be
done particularly in classification and naming. such as some "original species. original variety.
form”etc. But owing to original records. the author kept them.

3 subgenera in Rhododendron was divided into 214 classifided groups and observed with
scanning electric microscope. I have never seen so systematic reports before. This research
summary would be a useful reference in studying the seeds of Rhododendron and further re-
search on Rhododendron.

Owing to the limited level the author has. defects and errors in the book are hard to
avoided. please oblige me with your valuable comments.

This monograph accomplished with the support of UK National "Darwin’ Plan. Guizhou
Natural Sciesce Fund and Guizhou Financial Government Special Plan,with the help and sup-
port of D. Ingram. the director of Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,D. F. Chamblain. the chief
librarian of Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and D. Paterson,the director of Trees Garden.
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,with the support of Xiang Yinghai. the director of Guizhou
Academy of Sciences,with the support of Guan Kaiyun,the director of Kunming Botanical
Garden of Chinese Academy of Sciences. During the time of data processing and improving.
Lei Ping. Luo Shan. Wu Huamei and He Ping rendered great assistance. the author expresses

heartfelt thanks to all of them here.

Chen Xun
March. 1998. in Guiyang
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