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The Asia Sculpture Park
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Preface
FOIONEERE Z R EFANE), & The album A Report on the Construction
AR ORNETT. HHEBRAGE, iR of Asia Sculpture Park is now released to

SRRy T, S RLTFEH T, FEE meet the long-awaited expectations of the

SEE, THREFREXX, E2Za/i public. Elaborately designed, photographed
HERRH R ZE., SFEEFHEE, ¢ and produced, this picture album is intended

BT | MR T ARE AR, KGR R . to show the beauty of the artworks in the park
T iR h——I N SR 2 R A and, through the photos, our appreciation of

the creativities of the artists. And we’d also
like to take this opportunity to offer a warm
welcome to visiting friends from all over the

world.

The photos in this collection were taken in
Asia Sculpture Park built in honor of the 11th
Asia Arts Festival. Created under the festival’
s theme “Auspicious Prairie, Blessful Asia”
the sculptures in the park are extraordinarily
splendid and absolutely gorgeous. They
express the goodwill, the friendship of all Asian
people and their love for beauty and love for
life. While they are demonstrations of their
glorious national culture, the artworks are
also expressions of Asian people’s love of the
arts and their common pursuit of happiness.
The fact that they are displayed in Ordos is a
demonstration of the hospitality, the friendship
and the openness of the Ordos people. We
hope the Asia Sculpture Park will play an
important role in promoting friendship and

cultural communications everywhere.




Today’s Ordos and Kangbashi are like the
rising sun. Once it is élear of the horizon, its
ascent becomes unstoppable. “A Report on the
Construction of Asia Sculpture Park” will help
to give visitors from Asia and around the world
a glimpse of the beauty and splendor of Ordos
City and Kangbashi New District and the proud

history of their new development.
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The sixty sculptures photographed here
are the fruit of the talent and the painstaking

effort of artists, experts, planners and builders
and gardeners. They are also made possible
by the meticulous care of the organizers, the
generosity of the sponsors and the vision of the
decision-makers.

Finally, we'd like to present the album with
our blessings to the 11th Asia Arts Festival and
to the 60th grand anniversary of the People’s
Republic of China.

Lin Jian
Kangbashi

Jeely 21, 2009
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Preface
FNBEMNZADEN
Introduction to the 11th Asia Arts Festival
THXUBKEARSWLESE
Introduction to the Memorial Cauldron in honor of the Ministerial
Round-table Meeting
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The Asia Sculpture Park

F1 BEMNZATERMEEE

The International Sculpture Symposium
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“Conversation” in “Platform” : International Sculpture
Symposium’s Conference at Tsinghua University
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Ordos Bronzewares Enlarged

BREFEHREN

Introduction to Ordos Bronzewares
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Thank You Asia, Thank You Grassland
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Dialogue — Visual Arts Crossing over Space and Time
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The Asia Sculpture Park—Creative Team
ENBEBR T AR TR HIERBAEE

The Asia Sculpture Park—Production Teams
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Introduction to the 11th Asia Arts Festival
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Sponsored by:

Ministry of Culture of the People’s
Republic of China

People’s Government of Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region

Hosted by:

Ordos Municipal People’s Government
Department of Cultural Affairs, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region

China Arts and Entertainment Group

Supported by:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China
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Objectives of the Festival

Asia, the land of beauty and riches, once
had remarkable economic prosperity; Asia,
the continent of colorful cultural diversity, once
had crowning achievement in the history of
human civilization; Asia, the home of so many
countries connected by the same mountains
and waters, was once a peaceful region
marked by frequent and friendly exchange
among peoples of different nations. However,
modern history of Asia tells a story of countries
being pillaged because of their rich resources,
being discriminated against because of their
economic poverty, and being torn apart or
even pit against each other because of the
manipulation of external forces. But geographic

proximity, cultural compatibility, and a common

destiny have made Asian countries inseparable.

In the mid-19th century Asia began to
awake and rise. Asian countries broke free of
the yoke of slavery imposed on them by foreign
powers after World War II. Through the 1980s
and 1990s, the economy of Asian countries
grew at an accelerated speed; and along
with national independence and economic
development, Asia is embracing a profound
cultural self-consciousness which leads to
the questions: what defines an Asian nation
and makes it stand out among nations in the
world when it is besieged by the influence
of Western culture that comes in the forms
of capital, merchandise, and technology?”

“Where did we come from and where are we

going?” In the search for answers to those
questions, Asian countries are making a more
self-conscious effort to understand each other
and to strengthen their bond through cultural
exchange. They are also fighting together
through intergovernmental cooperation to turn
the tide that is culturally marginalizing Asia.
These are collaborative efforts on the part of
Asian countries to preserve their cultural and
national identities and to lay a solid foundation
for the sustained development of Asia.

The times have called for a platform for
the exhibition, appreciation and academic
exploration of Asian arts in their multiple forms.
The Asia Arts Festival came to being in 1998
in answer to this call. With its rich diversity
in artistic expressions across different forms,
the Festival has become a channel for cultural
exchange, mutual understanding and friendship
between China, a nation going through a
peaceful rise, and all other Asian nations.
Indeed, it is the expressed goal of the Festival
to enhance understanding and friendship, to
develop together and to restore the glory of

Asia.
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Sponsored b_y the Ministry of Culture

Tthe Asia Arts Festival is the first
international arts festival ever hosted by
the People’s Republic of China. Since its
inauguration in Beijing in 1988, there have been
ten festivals held in different Chinese cities up
to now.

Asian artists of different forms and media
have brought to the festivals a great variety

of art programs that are fresh, unique and

stylistically diverse. Artists at the festivals often

come out of their traditional venues and give
performances in parks and other public places,
bringing arts closer to the common people
and at the same time broadening the Festival's
influence.

The annual event has become not only
a well-established international arts festival in
Asia but also a perfect stage for Asian artists
to exhibit the beauty and splendor of their arts.
The festival will continue to exert greater and
more extensive influence among the general
public and artists alike around the world, and
contribute in more significant ways to the
cultural exchange between China and the rest

of the Asian countries.
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The Asia Arts Festival Logo
The Asia Arts Festival logo is a
metamorphosis of the letter A with ribbons
of different colors crisscrossing it. The letter
A stands for both “Asia” and “Arts” and the
composite signifies the singing, dancing and
the intermingling of all Asian peoples and their
desire to have their voices heard by the world.
Modern as well as international,
straightforward and yet colorful, the logo stands
out as something easily recognizable and

readily adaptable for display for all occasions.
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The Asia Sculpture Park
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At the southernmost end of Genghis
Khan Square in Kar;gbashi New district, there
is a constellation of urban sculptures — the
Asia Sculpture Park. Now it is growing into
the symbol of Ordos’ culture and economic
strength, and the measure of the city’s
openness.

The Asia Sculpture Park was designed
as a component of the 11th Asia Arts Festival
with a size of 43 hectares. In accordance with
the theme of this Arts Festival “Auspicious
Prairie, Blessful Asia,” 60 sculptures have
been set in the Park, including one Memorial
Cauldron in honor of the Ministerial Round-
table Meeting, representative sculptures from
23 Asian countries and 36 bronze sculptures
featuring enlarged Ordos bronze wares. The
main sculpture, Bronze Memorial Cauldron, has
magnificent vigor to match its imposing status
in the Park; representative sculptures from 23
Asian countries represent not only art variety
but also their own cultures around the theme of

“peace and friendship”; 36 bronze sculptures

EAEBIERREHZE, BHLR.
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feature the distinctive Ordos bronze wares of its
glorious past.

These sculptures symbolize and represent
the high spirit and artistic achievement of
Asian nations. They speak to the public in one
voice - blessing Asia, treasuring friendship,
pursuing better life and creating unique culture;
they show the Ordos people’s enthusiasm,
hospitality and openness, as well as promoting
friendship among Asia peoples and cultural
communications between China and other
Asian countries. 4

This urban sculpture constellation will
become a landmark to witness the historical
and cultural development of Kangbashi
New District, and to the talent, the wisdom
and insight of all the sculptors, organizers,

supporters and decision makers.
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Introduction to the International Sculpture Symposium
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All together with Peace and Friendship
1E%& . P DAL - FH8E

Abdulhai Farahmand

MR - 84
bronze
EAl . FET
AFGHANISTAN
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BHNZARERNTARERANSE  LBRNBAZEE—E.
RERMERERINEARMNA, RKBEXRRNMA, EX
HAOBMESI TRRMINNEE.
BIMAMRERTHEAENEENMN AR EFEKR
—MEBEL. XF. BN BESEREFRMMUS,
RE. NEENERE—E FEHARFE—THR
REET, LEXFEHT HNRERZHMNOLR, &
D& mke G4, B, ZE, KREERI

Artist’s Statement:

My artwork /s a call for pecple to ge? wnited.
The sculpture shows thad insh/:fred by Friendship
pecple from different places are tuorf//g o build
Zheir own communties. éach person represents a
different social group and a different Fundamental
need. Tojef/‘]er they represent a society of men,
women, falhers, teachers and doctors who are
FulBlling Lheir different responsibilities. They are
@ound a lag, holding i, guarding it so that it never
£alls. They are satequarding their communities,
Zheir identities, their love and Cheir Friendship, and
they are protecting each other.
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Abdulhai Farahmand

Abdelhai Farahmand, born in 1954, gradudaded
From Fine Arts Faculty of Kabul University in
1977 and laug/t sculplure in Fine Ards Faculty
Since 1937 Up Lo now. Participaled in China
Changchun Indernddional Sculpture Symposicn

n 2003.
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Li Gang

L (/712/73 stwdied oil panting a the C entral
f((,‘aclemy of” Fine Hrts in 1955 and altended ¢he
Senior Seminar, Central Hcaderny of Fine Hrts
in1995. Noew he is the director of the China
Sculpture Institute, member of Sculptire
Protessiona Commuttee of China National
Art & Crafts Society and vice president of
Sculpture Professiond Committee of Xipjiang
Nedional Ard & Crafts Society.

Aotivities:

1995 Scuwlpture fast was selected Ffor the
Works of the 15t Chinese Huahua Cup
Sculpture Exhibition.

1999 China Contemporary Sculpture Exhibition,
Hkzo

2008 Yeld the exhibition Flavor of Yardan in
the New City Park, (ramech.
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Artist’'s Statement:

The sculpture is basically modeled on a natural stone, with a
Mozgo/{(m gir/ one the side and a Pakistam girl on the other. J—o/nfrg
Cherm Zogether into one piece of sciulplure implies that the cworld is
a .5/‘9 Farmily and pecple shotld be wnited, Friendly and live together in
peace. In addition, the features of Yardan lapdforms are integrated
in this work, which adds 2o its aesthetic connotation and makes it

rmore harmoniows with Che Surrounding emironment.
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