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Refined Taste for Beauty in Arts

Collection of paintings and calligraphic works is a refined cultural
activity. It has accompanied painting and calligraphy through their
birth, development and prosperity. In a certain sense, collection of art
works is the starting point and destination of pictorial and calligraphic
creation. It has played a special role in passing down and promoting
painting and calligraphy as part of human civilization, inspiring people
and cultivating people’s aesthetic taste.

Chinese painting and calligraphy is the embodiment of Chinese people’
s wisdom. Paintings and calligraphic works that have been passed
on from ancient times have great artistic, historical and economical
value. Over thousands of years, those brilliant works with immense
appeal have affected and inspired Chinese people and have cultivated
their artistic sense. They have also become a means of communication
among people, between people and society, between communities and
between nations, as well as a bridge for cooperation among them.

To put it briefly, human life consists of material and cultural aspects.
Food, clothing, shelter and means of travel belong to the material
sphere, while reading, study, literature, art, music, dance and sports
belong to the latter. A person who loves life usually fills their spare
time with hobbies. In modern times when people’s life style is more
diversified and colorful, many people have developed a passion for
collection of paintings and calligraphic works.

Artwork collection is a sophisticated activity that demands special
training, ability to appreciate arts and practical experience. Either
ancient, modern or contemporary works call for special knowledge
to judge them. The Chinese civilization, that has a history of
several thousand years, has produced innumerable artworks. And
the artists and calligraphers who enjoy a little reputation have
mushroomed. One is less likely to be successful or attain material
and aesthetical enjoyment if he collects artworks only because he
has the hobby. One must take pains to acquire related knowledge.
Without enough knowledge about the history of Chinese painting,
important artists and schools, characteristics of different artists
and art schools, compositions, brushwork and ink application
skills as found in their works, one can hardly go into collecting
art works. Even if you only concentrate on one particular or a few
masters’ works, you will still need relative knowledge. Therefore,
only through unremitting study and practice can one gather the
knowledge, have a better understanding of arts and hone his ability
to judge artworks. And only when one has the basic knowledge
and abilities can he make progress and eventually become a
connoisseur and collector.

The process of collecting artworks is also a process of learning and

appreciating arts, and of personal refinement. To acquire beautiful
artworks which contain rich cultural messages and to approach them
with your heart and soul will bring you multiple benefits. First, it can
refine your aesthetic taste and elevate your patriotic feeling. Upon
seeing beautiful artworks that carry profound cultural meanings,
you may feel patriotic sentiment welling in the mind. Second, it can
increase your cultural knowledge. A good painting or calligraphic
work delivers political, economic, historical and humanistic messages.
By studying it attentively you will get a great deal of information.
Third, it helps you learn how to distinguish genuine artworks from
fakes. Connoisseurship is the first problem that each art collector must
solve. Otherwise, a collector may waste both time and money. Fourth,
artworks may rise in value; therefore, you can accumulate wealth
through collecting them. Material abundance is the basis for collection.
Without it collection of artworks can’t last.

Needless to say, the tasteful practice of collecting artworks provides
opportunities for some people to profiteer in market too. So I reiterate
that I am talking about art collection in its genuine meaning. Money
worshipers may stop reading my article.

Mr. Shi Wanyi is a reputed collector in Hong Kong and he has a fairly
large collection. Over the years he has given full rein to his hobby,
explored his wisdom and given full play to his economic advantages
in collecting art works. He has tasted the sweetness and bitterness
of his hobby. He has hesitated in judging genuine works and fakes,
masterpieces and mediocre works, and has been tormented by the
difficulty in connoisseurship. Nevertheless, he has perfected his
abilities and personality through ceaseless study and practice, and has
tasted the sweet fruit of his efforts.

I hope Mr. Shi will continue to enrich his collection that caters to his
refined taste.

With this small article, I would like to extend my congratulations to
Mr. Shi Wanyi for the publication of his album.

Wang Yongmao, author of this article, is the deputy chief and
corporate representative of China Painting and Calligraphy Collectors
Association, standing director of China Association of Collectors,
director of China Oversea Chinese Writers and Artists Association,
and director of the China Great Wall Academy.

Wang Yongmao
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