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Bars, nightclubs, and lounges are playgrounds. They are favorite places of escaping, opportunities to play out aur public identity
to exercise a lifestyle of entertainment, spectacie and display. These venues are designed as performance spaces, where the social
dynamic of the encounter is accommodated and facilitated, where the interaction is given a tempo, where the narrative unfolds and
inspires.

Their continual proliferation has compelled owners to offer evermore unique design values, which are used as a source ol

distinction and identity. Architects and designers have seized this opportunity to create spaces which are formally, technically, and

technologically at the forefront of architectural innovation and research, The architecture of such hospitality spaces and their designs

and technological systems (including lighting, sound, ventilation, materials, color, etc.) all work in unison to develop a multi-sensorial

storyline in which each visitar finds his or her role. In this sense. the venue is a theater where the visitor is able to suspend the
quotidian grind and indulge in a sexy. decadent experience.

This book is an indispensable compendium of outstanding entertainment venues from across the globe

It showcases remarkable reach and technological advancements which deliver extraordinary formal and experiential values. A
common item seems to be the use of computerized fabrication (i.e. laser-cutting, CNC-milling, 3D printing, etc.). which allows for
endless formal opportunities and exciting environments. Notahle are the varied approaches to the organization of spaces in order to
cater to a varied clientele. A further recognizable trend is the tendency to create spaces which are seamless and integrated, where
the structural, mechanical, lighting, and sound systems perform without overbearing the purely formal design systems

e projects in the following pages portend an ever-evolving scenario of exciting developments

Enjoy this parade of extraordinary venues where visitors quench their desire to be on stage and reach a new exciting state, full ol
anticipation.

Who knows what the night might hold in store?

Antonio Di Oronzo, principal
bluarch architecture + interiors + lighting

Professor of Architecture (City College of New York—Spitzer School of Architecture)
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When speaking about bar design, Lionel Ohayon, the founder of ICRAVE a New York-based hospitality design firm, says that it is best
approached from a sociological standpoint: “we understand and think of each design element in a bar in terms of urban planning,
cities, and how people interact with each other on a larger scale. We bring that larger vision down to the very minute details of a bar.
always keeping focused on interaction.” The goal in bar design is to create a venue where guests are encouraged to relinquish their
inhibitions and step through the looking glass to experience an alternate reality for the night,

The atmosphere at ICRAVE-designed bars is curated using state-of-the-art AV systems that seduce patrons while they dance the night
away.

To create a more intimate bar, we often design a central space and tiered seating lay oul allowing for a see-and-be-seen environment
where the energy is locused to the middle of the room. This allows the space to flow in such a way that patrons have multiple
aptions for discovery and interaction. The ICRAVE design team always pushes the envelope on inventing spaces that allow individuals
to experience explore and more importantly become a part of the environments they are visiting.

ICRAVE
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Designer: Jorge Luis Hernandez Silva

Design Company: Hernandez Silva Architects
Location: Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico

Area: 750 m?

Photographer: Carlos Diaz Corona

The concept born from the entrance, the facade is a large screen and its base has irregular seats that
are connected to the reception through a tunnel of arrows, a fully isolated box of enclosure strips on
floor and ceiling. Inside the juxtaposition of old structures serve as the motive of the project, plans
continued to arise from the floor and wrap up the walls and ceilings of various sizes. A huge bar that
winds through the walls integrating the three bars as one, using the bottles as monitors, reflecting
the textures, colors and lights. The track is sunk as if it was a theater. The niches located next to
the track reinterpret a railroad car. The project takes up forgotten items and materials, giving a new
expression and incorporating the project as an experiment: velvets, tergal, glass mirror, carpeted
walls, glass spheres, curves, etc. are some of the materials used to emphasize the concept. The
colors are now of completely lively.
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Designer: Jorge Luis Hernandez Silva

Design Company: Hernandez Silva Architects
Location: Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico

Area: 750 m?

Photographer: Carlos Diaz Corona

The theme lies in the exaltation of the irregularities of the existing form, that are intertwined in
multiple directions as an irregularly folded paper that is wrapped around a space, born from the
outside with a box that floats and throws against access by generating the entrance, as a deep
red envelope. The intensity is turned off when passing through the tunnel. Everything becomes
completely gentle and pure white when entering. These docile and pure lines gradually transform
themselves and break to finish within a chaos of enveloping grey and red. Everything here is
exciting, and there are no walls or ceilings but a broken cover and bright and segmented images.
The cabin spaces, walls and furniture are in a powerful, bright red, and the walls are segmented
images that emphasize the concept.




