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The 7th Republican Primary Debate «—
Between The Republican Candidates
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Time: September 22, 2011 8:00-10:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Location: The Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, FL

Sponsor: Fox News, Google and Florida Republican Party

Participants: Perry, Bachmann, Romney, Paul, Gingrich, Cain,
Santorum, Huntsman, Johnson ;

Moderator: Bret Baier (Fox News Anchor)

Topic: Foreign and domestic policy -
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Baier, Anchor: Welcome to the Orange County Convention Center
in Orlando, Florida, the site of our Republican presidential debate. It

is being sponsored by Fox News and Google in conjunction with® the
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Florida Republican Party.

Besides watching us on Fox News Channel, we are being streamed
on YouTube.com/Fox News and heard on Fox News Radio.

Now let’s meet the candidates.

Texas Governor Rick Perry. (Applause)

Former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney. (Applause)

Congressman Ron Paul. (Applause)

Congresswoman Michele Bachmann. (Applause)

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich. (Applause)

Businessman Herman Cain. (Applause)

Former Senator Rick Santorum. (Applause)
Former Utah Governor Jon Huntsman. (Applause)
And former New Mexico Governor Gary Johnson. (Applause)

Joining me at the big desk tonight are my Fox News colleagues
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Megyn Kelly and Chris Wallace. (Applause)

With our partner Google, we have some new features we’d like to
quickly tell you about.

Throughout the night we’ll be playing some questions from viewers
who posted their video and text questions on YouTube. We will also be
polling viewers on key issues while the debate is under way. We will have
updates from our own Shannon Bream.

Our rules are similar to previous Fox debates, one minute for
answers, 30 seconds for follow-ups. And after an outpouring of e-mails

from dog owners who said the last bell sounded like their doorbell, we [

have a new sound for the candidates if they run too long.

Thank you to Google for that sound. We hope after a string of
debates we don’t have to use that too much.

Now, we received thousands and thousands of questions from
around the world on different topics. Each one of these pins on the map
is another question from health care and immigration, to foreign policy

and social issues. But the highest percentage of questions dealt with jobs,
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the economy, debt, and government spending. And that was even before
today’s major market slide.

What makes this debate unique is that not only did you submit the
questions, you voted on them, letting everyone know which questions
you think the candidates should be asked tonight.

We received questions from all 50 states, but our first question comes
from Dave Meldeau, right here in Florida.

(Begin Video Clip)

Question: As a small business owner, one of the obstacles I have in
growing my business in today’s economy is having the confidence and
incentive to go out and hire new employees. 'm wondering what each
one of our candidates would propose to do as president to help incent
small businesses like mine to hire new employees and to confidently grow
our business in this troublesome economic environment.

(End Video Clip)

Baier: Governor Perry, I’ll put that question to you.
GOWV. Perry, R-TEXAS: Yes, sir.
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Well, Rick Scott® is sitting right over there, and he and I compete
every day with trying to get jobs into our states. And what we have done
in the state of Texas over the course of the last decade is to lower that tax
burden on the small businessmen and women, have a regulatory climate
that is fair and predictable, and sweeping tort reform® that we passed in
2003 that told personal injury trial lawyers, don’t come to Texas, because
you are not going to be suing our doctors frivolously®.(Applause)

That’s the way you get the government off of the back of small
businessmen and women. And that’s the way you free up those small
business entrepreneurs, where they know that they can risk their capital
and have a chance to have a return on investment.

If it will work in the state of Texas, it will work in Washington, D.C.
And that’s exactly what I’'m going bring to Washington when I go there
in November—or, excuse me, in January of 2013

Baier: Governor Perry, the thing we’ve heard from most people who

submitted questions is they wanted specifics, they wanted details. Most
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of the people on the stage, opponents, have a specific jobs plan on paper
that people can read.

Where is your jobs plan?

Perry: Well, you will see a more extensive jobs plan. But the fact of
the matter is, you look at the state of Texas and see what we’ve done
there from the standpoint of lowering that tax burden, the regulatory
climate in the state of Texas. We’ve taken those types of regulation off
the throat of small business operators.

People understand that the state of Texas, during the last decade,
something special happened there. It was the number one state for
relocation for five years in a row’. And we plan on keeping it that way,
Rick. (Laughter)

Baier: Governor Romney—Governor Romney, you have a specific
plan. In recent days, actually, the top rising search of your name on
Google actually dealt with people searching for specifics of that plan.

But a Wall Street Journal editorial recently called your 59-point

economic plan, quote, “surprisingly timid and tactical considering our
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economic predicament.” Specifically, the editorial board had a problem
with you picking the $200,000 income threshold for eliminating interest,
dividends, and capital gains taxes, writing that you were afraid of
President Obama’s, quote, “class warfare rhetoric.”

How do you response to that criticism?

Romney, Former Massachusetts Governor: Well, let’s go back—let’s
go back and talk—microphone on? Can we get the mike on? There we
go.

Baier: There we go.

Romney: Let’s go back and talk about the question that Dave asked,

which is how to get small business a break. And President Obama has
done everything wrong.

I happen to believe that to create jobs it helps to have had a job, and
I have (ph). And having had a job in small business and in big business,
I know what you have to do is make America the most attractive place
in the world for business, and that means our corporate tax rates, our

employer tax rates have to be competitive. Small business pays at the
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highest rate. We need to get those rates down to globally competitive
levels.

Number two, government and regulators have to be allies of
business, not foes.

Number three, we’ve got to become energy secure in this country.

Number four, we have to have trade policies that work for us, not
just for the other guys, and crack down on® cheaters like China®.

And my list goes on in my 59 points. But finally, let me tell you this...
(Applause)

I—I know there are some that say, look, we should lower taxes

for the very highest-income people. Other folks have different plans.
My view is very simple: The people that have been hurt most by the
president’s economy, the Obama economy, has been the middle class.
That’s why I cut taxes for the middle class.
Baier: So, sir, what... (Applause) ... what do you consider rich?

Is half-a-million dollars, a million dollars rich? At what income does
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someone reach your definition of rich?

Romney: I don’t try and define who’s—who’s rich and who’s
not rich. I want everybody in America to be rich. I want people in this
country to have opportunity. (Applause)

And I want everybody to have the kind of opportunities that we on
this stage have had. I want people in America to recognize that the future
will be brighter for their kids than it was for them.

I know that the—the president’s party wants to try and take from
some people and give to the others. That isn’t the way to lift America.

The way to lift America is to give people opportunity and to let them

enjoy the freedoms that have made us the envy of the world.(Applause)

Baier: Governor, thank you very much. Occasionally, through the
debate, we will ask the same questions we ask the candidates to you at
home. The first one, what is your definition of rich? You can vote on
that answer at youtube.com/foxnews. We’ll bring some of those results
throughout the show with Shannon Bream.

Now to my colleague, Megyn Kelly.
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Kelly: Thanks, Bret.

Congresswoman Bachmann, after the last debate, a young member of
the California Tea Party'® said he didn’t feel he had had his question fully
answered. And it’s a question that received the most votes on Google and
YouTube on the list, as well. The answer his question is a number. And
the question was, quote, “Out of every dollar I earn, how much do you
think that I deserve to keep?”

REP. Bachmann, R-MINN.: And after the debate, I talked to that
young man, and I said I wish I could have answered that question,
because I want to tell you what my answer is: I think you earned every
dollar. You should get to keep every dollar that you earn. That’s your
money; that’s not the government’s money. (Applause)

That’s the whole point. Barack Obama seems to think that when we
earn money, it belongs to him and we’re lucky just to keep a little bit of it. I
don’t think that at all. I think when people make money, it’s their money.

Obviously, we have to give money back to the government so that
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