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BBC English or “RP”?

ike many other languages, English is spoken in various ways from one part of the
Lcountry to another. In the nineteenth century variations in speech became more and
more a sign of social class and the idea of “the Queen’s English” was born. This was a
standard that all educated people should speak.

Part of “the Queen’s English” was a specific accent: “RP” or “Received Pronunciation”.
Soon people associate “RP” with power, education and material success.

When the BBC started broadcasting in 1922, they decided to use “RP”. Then people
began to talk about “BBC English” instead of “the Queen’s English” or “the King’s English”.

1. Read the passage and find the words containing the sounds /i: 1 ¢ @/.
/it/
n/
el
e/

2. Read the following words easy to mispronounce and see whether you have the same
problems in the WRONG section or not.

WORDS CORRECT WRONG PROBLEMS
nineteenth /nam'tim6/ / nam'ti:m/ AR 0/ & ‘
idea /ar'dia/ /ar'dy/ WREE o/ &

| educated /'edzuzkertid/ N /edzu:'kertid/ W EF IR
| specific /spa'sifik/ | /'spostfik/ )RR

Vowels (1) 1




WORDS CORRECT WRONG PROBLEMS
pronunciation /pra nanst'erfan/ /pra'nansterfon/ T EEHIR
various /'vearias/ /vea'rias/ WEFHEIR
languages /"engwidziz/ /Maengwidzy/ HEE 2/ &
variations / veart'eifonz/ /veart'eifan/ WER /2 &

Pronunciation Review

B Front Vowels

Vowels produced with the front part of the tongue are called front vowels. There are
four front vowels in English: /it 1 e /.

/ir/ along, close front vowel, un-rounded and tense.

/1/  a short, half-closed front vowel, un-rounded and lax.
/e/ a short, half-open front vowel, un-rounded and lax.
/&/ a short, open, front vowel, un-rounded and lax.

They have the following features in common:

® the front part of the tongue is raised to different heights towards the hard palate.
® the tongue tip is usually kept behind the lower teeth.
® the lips are spread.

FM Movements of the Organs of Speech

Listen to the sounds /i: 1 e @/. Look at the mouth diagrams to see how to make
these vowel sounds.

o F B PIA IR
. WKR
¥, WMRR

(@)

/ii/ i/

2 Better Pronunciation for Communication



wanmEER L

(@)

FORK, WE
RFSRTHR ©

(@)

/el [/

. ERR

R

M Pronunciation Tips

BUTCHE . REIE R A IE S iR T E ORI E . REHAE D EITCHE

/iz

1 e &/,

RICHE /i 1 e a EFEFTHA.

BWN =

AT

;

HRICT BT 48R .

HRREERE AR, K/ 1 e =/ F, BEN: 5. K5, . K.
KERHRRES, /i 1 e & WOBFER: WO, ¥H. EHF. £,
MR e - o

T /it 1 e & ANEBE TS

TTH i/ 5 N/ BX 5]

fi/ 5 W AMUEEAR, EFRAHBEER, BAENE.

1) AEFEE: /ii/ b, TREIRR—MR AL, /v B, FEeRE—14
/MER,

2) WR: K i/ B, FERBFETEEFRIGTOL, K VA, HFREBIE TR
B EIFER T BERAL.

3) HEK: /iy AKILE, ERIETE NV ERE. v EEER. T,

R iy STOEREE 97 B

FIER /i REREINREEZDGER 7 B, FOWELR, & /iy &,

AUE A E R SRR RIS/ N R E RO R, WA EMEE., mMGER 07

B, SRS,

ToHE N5 lel BIX

1) AREFEE: & //BF, EFRERRHE—AN/NMER, & e/ B, EFHERA]
BOHE— TR,

2) HR: KNEF, FREBRAETHETHE, RR TN, &le/ft, HHHE
ST INER

3) BIE: & /A, WAE, BEME. K /o i, WARMZRIT, BE
¥, WEIR, '

Vowels (1) 3



4. JCF /el M /=l BIX F
1) OFFFE. &k /e/ T8, OBEFEUTH—INEBRERAIT. K /=/ EFO
FEFFEE AN B8 AT, HRImRESAE .
C2) FR: K e/, BREEE TN, & /e B, HRIEETHER,
3) BIE: % /e/ B, BARMMENIT, BERTE, MER. & /=/ &, %A
#IF, WERFRIT

Common Mistakes in Pronunciation

1. 1E%:3] Je/ BY, FRRIEERE . FUF¥EE when B, Ur EXEIGER “H”,
JEERAMATIE fe/ KA T HITE ; EF BIRIFIE let T21F late, JRRRIE /e/%k
BT BOTH fer/s '

2. Y /B, RRREFRFEER /i 5 v MUEKAR, EREFHEE
Fo i/ RETE, WHENK, KENEIRHEERS, OE. mHEULAM
B Wk 1/ EE, FPARAL, WERT . EEALASFS BB EN, HAL
TR,

OB Rules of Pronunciation of the Vowel Letters

1. TEFEHEFEY. AETHPHAE
1) A& : FEEEPEU—-NBIMHEFEC BRIDER, simRE—1
TTEFRMET, AT, B, sit, did %F. HETHPRTETFE
WHEELEYS . a=/=/,e=/e/,i=/1/, 0=/p/,u=/a/,
2) FEN: EREFPULREFNTEFEERBILUHETFE ¢ BRIM M EAR
EHITTEFE e BSRMERET, WAFET., #la, me, site, mate
%, FETHPHTEFENAESFEAFHNEE B a=/e1/, e=/i1/,

i=/ar/, o=/au/, u=/ju/,

TE SR & v A 8 57 BRI LA

F& ﬁ’é‘u’ﬁii% Bili7 AEHEE Bli7
a lev/ tape =/ tap
e it/ she /el pet
i /ay/ site nl sit
o /au/ note o/ not
u fju/ tube /A/ tub

R F: AFHRVTARTE g AALFTFELE, RLFANEARS LEHRI|GAEA
AFFELEAN—K, Hldo, EFEFEAmy ¥ yik /ar/, ENFTFT 2 myth ¥y

i /1/.

Better Pronunciation for Communication



