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Abstract

What is good or evil, how to evaluate it? What should we do?
Are there any criterion? If there are, who are they, and where are
they from? These are foundational questions in ethics. If we are trying
to answer these questions, then we are finding moral standards and
building the foundation for ethics. Just Because of they are very im-
portant for ethical theory and practice, many philosophers have made
unremitting efforts to solve these problems. However, their conclu-
sions are not entirely same, and some are even sharp opposition.
Then, are the moral standards themselves not unified, different in a
different time and space? Or are they from the different academic
backgrounds? Today the moral relativism and nihilism are the main
reason for the modern social moral crisis. Obviously, the problems of
moral standards are bottlenecks to the development of the world.
Therefore, ethics should play its due role in the areas of theory and
practice.

Fortunately, some modern philosophers have done great contribu-
tions in these areas and therefore provided us with many valuable
texts. A few scholars think the most important figure is Max Scheler,

the modern Germany philosopher, whose book Formalism in Ethics
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and non — Formal Ethics of Values is the most outstanding contribution
from the continental philosophy and the Phenomenological Movement
in the 20th century. Unfortunately, the researches on Scheler’s ethics
both at home and broad are very weak. Therefore, it is a significant
and necessary subject to give a comprehensive and thorough study on
Scheler’s value ethics.

According to this comprehension, this paper has eight chapters to
explore Scheler’s value ethics:

The preface mainly introduces the paper’s aim, the domestic and
international research situation, Scheler’s academic career and his ma-
jor ethical ideas, the methods of research and innovation in this pa-
per.

The first chapter mainly discusses the value theory. Sheler
claimed that what should we do is decided by the value of the thing.
And value can not be defined. But we can describe it. Vale is not the
objects, nor the property, or logical abstract. Value is objective and
absolute existence, what is given in the feeling. Value is prior to
thinking or willing. The order of value rank exists in the acts of prefer-
ence. Both values and their order are unchangeable. But the system of
preference is alterable.

Value has four levels, i.e., the sensible value, vital value,
mind value and spiritual value, which correspond to four kind feeling,
i. e. , sense, life, mind, spirit feeling, also correspond to four kind of
feeling state. They are arranged in the order from low to high. The
moral good and evil are attached to the realization of value, this is
Scheler’s most important point of view, which is also original. Scheler

pointed out, positive value should exist, negative value should not ex-



