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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person’s birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youiji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

Itis at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics'of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the-themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The eleventh of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Dog

Xu Shi refers to the time from 7pm to 9pm. It is said with the night coming,
the dog becomes most alert in guarding the house, so this period of time
belongs to the dog.

The impression the dog leaves to people is: loyal, emotional, quick, evi-
dent in the changing of feelings. When one is to describe the best loy-
alty and faithfulness, he would say, "a child won't dislike his ugly mother,
a dog won't dislike its poor master". The truly gratefulness is frequently
described as "serving like a dog or a horse". In the traditional society,
the dog is one of the six domestic animals (pig, ox, goat, horse, dog and
cock). People are always looking forward to the peaceful and prosper-
ous society with an abundant harvest of all food crops and the thriving of
all the domestic animals. There is a saying in the folk, "rich is coming
when the dog appears". So the dog symbolizes the prosperity and
peacefulness. Therefore, the dog is one of the indispensable twelve ani-
mals in the folk paper-cut.
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Having Good Fortune in the Year of the Dog (window decoration)
Ansai, Shan'xi 9.0cm x 10.2cm
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14.1cm x 9.6¢cm

Having Treasures in the Year of the Dog (window decoration)

Ren Ping

Gaomi, Shandong

14.1cm x 9.6cm
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Gaomi, Shandong Fan Zuoxin 9.9cm x 10.5cm

Paper—cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - the eleventh of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Dog



=E 4
AR

25 1 F [ [ +
Bt \‘le "’ 'Jl
M ’.g\\\\\\ mmrm,,, ""}:
4 128 1 — /O / -
W AR - N 2 :
il ¢ :
n R
i
§]
; ‘?r. 4 e (2 LI/ H“
A Ul ’ ¥y

e, "l -

Ay e

] f
KT PR
G5t 1
AN BEKHH
I3 A i+ 1
i




E R

The Dog with Happiness
Gaomi, Shandong Fan Zuoxin 9.7cm x 12.3cm
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