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[he Happy Door

oo K/RBEM - =M / Mildred Cram

Happiness is like a pebble dropped into a pool to set in motion
an ever-widening circle of ripples. As Stevenson has said, being happy
is a duty.

There is no exact definition of the word—happiness. Happy
people are happy for all sorts of reasons. The key is not wealth or
physical well-being, since we find beggars, invalids and so-called
failures, who are extremely happy.

Being happy is a sort of unexpected dividend. But staying happy
is an accomplishment, a triumph of soul and character. It is not selfish
to strive for it. It is, indeed, a duty to us and others.

Being unhappy is like an infectious disease; it causes people
to shrink away from the sufferer. He soon finds himself alone,
miserable and embittered. There is, however, a cure so simple

as to seem, at first glance, ridiculous: If you don't feel happy,



pretend to be!

It works. Before long you will find that instead of repelling
people, you attract them. You discover how deeply rewarding it is to
be the center of wider and wider circles of good will.

Then the make-believe becomes a reality. You possess the
secret of peace of mind, and can forget yourself in being of service
to others.

Being happy, once it is realized as a duty and established as a
habit, opens doors into unimaginable gardens thronged with grateful

friends.
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pebble [pebl] n. A
2 Most of the roads in this old town is made of pebble.
ENEEORSEEREHBPAFHAN,

invalid [in'velid] n. /A; HEE
21 Many invalids are still very optimistic!
REBRZEATZREUL!

triumph [traiamf] n. ElAE; RMK; FHE

.l Marriage is the triumph of imagination over intelligence.
BRERRNEHEBAT S,

ridiculous [ridikjulss] adj. TEBH; XK

Who made this ridiculous rule?

RETRENNUZEES?
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...It causes people to shrink away from the suffer.
away from: BFF; TE; &

Before long you will find that instead of repelling people...
before long: FARG; B®R: AKX
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* %4 / Anonymous

“Everything happens for the best,” my mother said whenever
I faced disappointment. “If you can carry on, one day something
good will happen. And you’ll realize that it wouldn’t have
happened if not for that previous disappointment.”

Mother was right, as I discovered after graduating from
college in 1932, I had decided to try for a job in radio, then work
my way up to sports announcer. 1 hitchhiked to Chicago and
knocked on the door of every station—and got turned down every
time.

In one studio, a kind lady told me that big stations couldn’t
risk hiring inexperienced person—“Go out in the sticks and find a
small station that’ll give you a chance.” she said.

I thumbed home to Dixon, Illinois. While there was no radio-

announcing jobs in Dixon, my father said Montgomery Ward had



opened a store and wanted a local athlete to manage its sports
department. Since Dixon was where I had played high school
football, I applied. The job sounded just right for me. But I wasn’t
hired.

My disappointment must have shown. “Everything happens
for the best.” Mom reminded me. Dad offered me the car to job
hunt. I tried WOC Radio in Davenport, Iowa. The program director,
a wonderful Scotsman named Peter MacArthur, told me they had
already hired an announcer.

As I left his office, my frustration boiled over. I asked aloud, “How
can a fellow get to be a sport announcer if he can’t get a job in a radio
station?”

I was waiting for the elevator when I heard MacArthur calling,
“What was that you said about sports? Do you know anything about
football?” Then he stood me before a microphone and asked me to
broadcast an imaginary game.

The preceding autumn, my team had won a game in the last
20 seconds with a 65-yard run. I did a 15-minute buildup to
that play, and Peter told me I would be broadcasting Saturday’s
game!

On my way home, as I have many times since, I thought of
my mother’s words, “If you carry on, one day something good
will happen. Something wouldn’t have happened if not for
that previous disappointment.” I often wonder what direction
my life might have taken if I'd gotten the job at Montgomery
Ward.



