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Forward

Sixty years on since the establishment of the New China, Yunnan’s minority nationalities and
minority areas have witnessed two great leap-forwards in their historical process. The first
is the great leap-forward in social development in the 1950s during which Yunnan’s various
ethnic groups, regardless of their different social development phases, entered socialist period
after democratic transformation. The second is the great leap-forward in economic and social
development in 1978 from which China started reform and opening up to the outside world.
By means of state support and assistance, the economic and social development of Yunnan’s
minority nationalities and minority areas have witnessed enormous changes and practiced
socialist market economy system together with other ethnic groups in China.

Yunnan is a province having the greatest variety of minority nationalities and national
autonomous areas in China. Yunnan's ethnic affairs experienced and explicitly witnessed
above great leap-forwards. In 1950, the People’s Government of Yunnan Province set up
Ethnic Affairs Commission of Yunnan Province, a functional agency responsible for ethnic
affairs of the province. Over the past 60 yecars, cthnic affairs glovcrnancc of Yunnan has
always adhered to the policy of the Communist Party of China (CPC) toward minority
nationalities, making various explorations in socialist ethnic relations of equality, unity,
mutual assistance and harmony. as well as in cconomic and social development in minority
areas, harmonious development between man and nature, and multi-cultural coexistence. The
year of 2009 marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China.
In this same year, The 16th World Congress of The International Union of Anthropological
and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES 2009) is to be officially convened in Kunming.
When reviewing what we have achieved over the past 60 years, we are delighted to have
acknowledged that we are moving closer to the dialogue with international community under
the congress theme of “Human, Development and Cultural Diversity”. We, therefore, publish
this album, as a gift of host country, in dedication to the congress so that the conference
delegates will have access to the successful implementation of the New China’s ethnic
policies in Yunnan. Under the backdrop of seeking conformity while keeping differences, the
album will help delegates understand the historical process of people of all nationalities of
Yunnan after 1949 in entering socialist society, flourishing economy and social undertakings,
increasing grain yield and living standard, and marching into a moderately well-off society.
Hand in hand. let us make concerted efforts in realizing scientific development of human

beings. harmonious development and peaceful development!

Ethnic Affairs Commission Director-general of Yunnan Province  Wang Chengcai
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Yunnan, called “Yun™or “Dian™ in short.
has an alias of “south of rosy cloud™. In
Chinese culture, “rosy cloud™ refers to
auspice, happiness and goodliness. It all the
more stands for good wishes.

Yunnan possesses diversified terrains,
ecological formations and a good many of
ethnic groups. It has an area of 394,000
square kilometers of which 94 per cent
belongs to mountainous area. Its northwest
is higher than southeast in topography. The
Peak of Meili Snow Mountain measures
6,740 meters in elevation, the highest in the
province. The county of Hekou in southeast
measures 76.4 meters, the lowest in the
province. and makes a drop of 6.663.6
meters. Such diversified topographies form
vertical climates of Yunnan, blessing it with
all climates of China from north to south.
Yunnan is crisscrossed by many long rivers,
where mountains are piercing and valleys
are deep. Various climates of tropical zone,
sub-tropical zone, temperate zone and frigid
zone can be felt in turn in each and every

mountain in Yunnan and scenes of spring,

rovir summer, autumn and winter can be seen in

the mountain.
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imate and vertical distribution of fauna and flora that go with them constitute a

Vertical topography, vertical ¢
diversified and preferable eco-system. All of those conditions not only enable unique abundant natural and bio-systems

to grow and multiply on Yunnan Plateau, but also offer various ethnic groups a living ambiance on the plateau to

display their ingenuity.
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Yunnan, with 26 ethnic groups multiplying on its soil. is a province having the greatest variety of ethnic groups
throughout China. Over the past centuries. different ethnic groups in their own eco-environment started their own
agriculture, animal husbandry, fishery and forestry. Based on their surroundings. diversified productions and ways of
living. ideas on nature and cosmos. tradition and knowledge. folklores and customs. religious beliefs and literature and

arts are shaped. In Yunnan. colorful ethnic cultures, as always, attract the attention of the world.
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Situated in the southwestern part of China,
Yunnan is a frontier province bounded by
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in the
east, by Sichuan Province in the north with
Jinshajiang River running between, by Tibetan
Autonomous Region in northwest. It borders on

Myanmar in the west and by Laos and Viet Nam

in the south and southeast with a boundary of

4.061 kilometers.

Being a heartland connecting Asian Continent
and India-Pakistan Sub-continent, Yunnan is
surrounded by East Asia, Southeast Asia and
South Asia and leads to the Indian Ocean and
the Pacific Ocean. Geographically, it owns
unique and advantageous location. At present,
there are over 90 land crossings between China
and Viet Nam, Laos and Myanmar. Yunnan has
set up 12 state-level ports and 103 trade points

for border civilians.
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Mohan Port, a stopover on Kunming-Bangkok Expressway, is the
only national land port connecting China with Laos, and one of the
three cross—border economic and technical cooperation areas
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Hekou, a border port between China and Vietnam, is a China’s
international port, outpost of Yunnan to the outside. Since 1971, port
trade has roared dramatically between Hekou Port and Laokai Port in
Vietnam
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Ruili Port, a border port between China and Myanmar is the terminal
of No. 320 National Highway. It was designated as a national port
in 1987 by the Chinese State Council, the only border trade area
practicing customs in the Chinese inner territory
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