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Preface

b

Since around Song Dynasty, there has been the
saying that “ half of The Analects can rule fhe
world” . It is the ever highest praise for Confucius
and The Analects.

Confucius is a paradigm of continually self-im-
proving, who, in a turbulent period, never gave up
his pursuit and would not hesitate to die for his ideas.
He is a man of great virtues and would not drift in
humbleness. He constantly reminds himself to find
truth and deprives faults of life, so he can fight evil
forces for goodness. Confucius is a sage of great wis-
dom, and his ideas are deeply rooted in national cul-
ture and personal creation. Since ancient time, social
elites, scholars and ordinary people all contribute to

his ideas and nurture their own spiritual flowers.
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Confucius and Confucianism have become the
soul of Chinese cultural spirits, mainly because his
classic work which is also reputed a world treasure
“The Analects of Confucius” . The core idea of Con-
fucianism is “benevolence. ” . As The Analects is
not a philosophical work in modern society, it does
not accurately define what benevolence means. Be-
nevolence was quoted in more than a hundred places
in The Analects but its extension can not be exhaus-
tive. In the author’s view the real value of the book
is it leads its readers to find benevolence through a
moderate approach.

Though The Analects is a small book, it serves
as a wonderful teacher who guides his students to
gain precious intuition. How can a book achieve
this? The answer might lay in its pain and interactive
dialogue style. As interpretations of benevolence are
countless, its greatness can not be exhaustive. Per-
haps the best way to study The Analects is neither to
criticize nor to praise it, but simply read it!
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Preface

The author selects Jams Legg’s classic transla-

tion of The Analects, and has given proper interpreta-

tion on his own thoughts. The author hopes the bi-

lingual book provides a good platform for young peo-

ple to communicate with across cultures, which is
why the author proffers this small bilingual book.

I'd like to express my deep appreciation to Di-

rector Zhang Jie of Publishing House of University of

International Business and Economics, who gave me

great support during the preparation and publish of
the book.

Wang Weixian, Xu Jiasheng
October, 2012 in Beijing
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