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Abstract

Because of the intricate nature of vertical relationships among
companies , the legality assessment of distribution practices has become
a thorny task for competition law theory and enforcement. China’ s
Anti-Monopoly Enforcement Agencies, the courts, the businesses, and
the general public began paying increasingly greater attention to
competition issues in distribution. This book reviews the economic
rationales of distribution practices as well as the development status
quo of the relevant antitrust rules and cases of the European Union , the
United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Japan, and Korea. In
particular, the book analyses the development of the EU vertical
agreement block exemption regime since 2010. The book examines the
concepts, the competitive effects, and the relevant factors for legality
evaluation of common distribution practices such as commercial
agency, resale price maintenance, exclusive purchasing, exclusive
distribution , and selective distribution. It further surveys upfront access
payment and category management agreements in relation to the retail
sector and studies vertical restraints in China’ s passenger car
aftermarket. By doing so,the book systematically explores the legality

assessment of distribution practices based on dynamic competitive
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analysis. It aims to extract an administrable solution in order to avoid
simplistic presumptions of illegality and irrational treatment of vertical
restraints and other distribution practices, and, on the other hand, to
avoid distribution practices being left unattended. Finally, the book
provides suggestions on further establishing and developing vertical
rules under China’ s Anti-Monopoly Law. The law is stated as at 31
July 2012.

Key words: antitrust, distribution practices, vertical agreements,

vertical restraints, block exemption regimes
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