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PART ONE
(UNIT 1—UNIT 16)

UNIT 1

Passage 1-1

The announcement in February 1997 of the birth of a sheep named Doily, an exact genetic
replica of its mother, sparked a worldwide debate over the moral and medical implications of clon-
ing. Several U.S. states and European countries have banned the cloning of human beings, yet
South Korean scientists claimed last month that they had already taken the first step.

Overlooked in the arguments about the morality of artificially reproducing life is the fact

that, at present, cloning is a very inefficient procedure.® {I‘ he incidence of death among fetuses

and offspring produced by cloning is much higher than it i;hmugh natural reproduction—roughly
10 times as high as normal before birth and three times as high after birth in our studies at Ros-
lin. ® Distressing enough for those working with animals, these failure rates surely render unthi-
nkable the notion of applying such treatment to humans.

Even if the technique were perfected, however, we must ask ourselves what practical value
whole-being cloning might have. What exactly would be the difference between a “cloned” baby
and a child born naturally—and why would we want one? ‘

The cloned child would be a genetically identical twin of the original, and thus physically

very similar—far more similar than a natural parent and child. Human personality, however,
emerges €C genes we inherit (nature) and environmental factors (nur-

ture) . The two clones would develop distinct personalities, just as twins develop I;nique identi-
ties. And because the copy would often be born in a different family, cloned twins would be less
alike in personality than natural identical twins. '

Why “copy” people in the first place? Couples unable to have children might choose to have a
copy of one of them rather than accept the intrusion of genes from a donor. My wife and I have
two children of our own and an adopted child, but I find it helpful to consider what might have
happened in my own marriage if a copy of me had been made to overcome infertility. My wife and
I met in high school. How would she react to a physical copy of the young man she fell in love
with? How would any of us find living with ourselves? Surely the older clone—I, in this case—
would believe that he understood how the copy should behave and so be even more likely than the
average father to impose expectations upon his child.® Above all, how would a teenager cope with
looking at me, a balding, aging man, and seeing the physical future ahead of him?

Each of us can imagine hypothetical families created by the introduction of a cloned child—a
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copy of one partner in a homosexual relationship or of a single parent, for example. ® What is mi-

ssing in all this is consideration of what’s in the interests of the cloned child. Because there is no

form of infertility that could be overcome only by cloning, I do not find these proposals accept-

able. My concerns are not on religious grounds or on the basis of a perceived intrinsic ethical prin-

ciple. Rather, my judgment is that it would be difficult fmnilies created in this way to provide
Mropriate environment for the child.

Cloning is also suggested as a means of bringing back a relative, usually a child, killed tragi-
cally. Any parent can understand that wish, but it must first be recognized that the copy would
be a new baby and not the lost child. Herein lies the difficulty, for the grieving parents are seek-
ing not a new baby but a return of the dead one. Since the original would be fondly remembered
as having particular talents and interests, would not the parent expect the copy to be the same?®
It is possibmb-ﬁ? would develop quite differeatly. Is it fair to the new child

to place it in a family with such unnatural expectations?

What if the lost child was very young? The shorter the life, the fewer the expectations par-
ents might place on the substitute, right? If a baby dies within a few days of birth and there is no
reason to think that death was caused by an inherited defect, would it then be acceptable to make
a copy? Is it practical to frame legislation that would prevent copying of adults or older children,
but allow copying of infants? At what age would a child be too old to be copied in the event of
death?

1. It is implied in the passage that the technology of artificially reproducing life
A. has only negative effects on human beings
\_Bj should not be applied to humans in the near future
C. should be improved because it is very inefficient now
D. has no medical implications at all
2. According to this passage. cloned twins would
. be far more similar physically than natural twins
%&(be less similar physically than natural twins
C., develop similar personalities
D/ not be so similar in personality as natural twins
3. The author objects to the idea of human cloning primarily on the basis of
’ \Aj his religious beliefs ‘ ‘
' B. ethical principles that he believes in
C. his practical concerns over the interests of the cloned child
D. his imagination of a family with a cloned child
4. Which of the following might fail to convince the grieving parents that cloning cannot bring
back their lost child?
A.) The cloned child is a new baby rather than a return of their lost child.
\B./ The cloned child is physically similar to their lost child.
.2 .



he cloned child doesn’t have the particular talents that their lost child had.
D. The cloned child would no doubt develop his distinct personality.

Passage 1-2

Insurance is a method of coping with risk. Its primary function is to substitute certainty for
uncertainty as regards the economic cost of loss—producing events. Insurance may be defined
more formally as a system under which the insurer, for a consideration usually agreed upon in ad-
vance, promises to reimburse the insured or to render services to the insured in the event that cer-
tain accidental occurrences result in losses during a given period. ®

Insurance relies heavily on the “law of large numbers.” In large homogeneous populations it
is possible to estimate the normal frequency of common events such as deaths and accidents. Loss-
es can be predicted with reasonable accuracy, and this accuracy increases as the size of the group
expands. From a theoretical standpoint, it is possible to eliminate all pure risk if an infinitely
large group is selected.

From the standpoint of the insurer, an insurable risk must meet the following requirements:

1. The objects to be insured must be numerous enough and homogeneous enough to allow a
reasonably close calculation of the probable frequency and severity of losses.

2. The insured objects must not be subject to simultaneous destruction. For example, if all
the buildings insured by one insurer are in an area subject to flood, and a flood occurs, the loss to
the insurance underwriter may be catastrophic.

3. The possible loss must be accidental in nature, and beyond the control of the insured. If
the insured could cause the loss, the element of randomness and predictability would be de-
stro;zed.

4. There must be some way to determine whether a loss has occurred and how great that loss
is. This is why insurance contracts specify very definitely what events must take place, what con-
stitutes loss, and how it is to be measured.

From the viewpoint of the insured person, an insurable risk is one for which the probability
of loss is not so high as to require excessive premiums. What is “excessive” depends on individual
circumstances, including the insured’s attitude toward risk. At the same time, the potential loss
must be severe enough to cause financial hardship if it is not insured against. Insurable risks in-
clude losses to property resulting from fire, explosion, windstorm, etc. ; losses of life or health;
and the legal liability arising out of use of automobiles, occupancy of buildings, employment, or
manufacture. ® Uninsurable risks include losses resulting from price changes and competitive con-
ditions in the market. Political risks such as war or currency debasement are usually not insurable
by private parties but may be insurable by governmental institutions. Very often contracts can be
drawn in such a way that an “uninsurable risk” can be turned into an “insurable” one through re-

strictions on losses, redefinitions of perils, or other methods. ®

1. The first paragraph is mainly about ~ of insurance.



A. the primary function B. the primary consideration
C. the formal definition D. the chief advantages
2. According to this passage, insurance relies on all of the following, except
A. the randomness of the potential risk to be insured
B. the predictability of the potential risk to be insured
C. the absence of predictability of the potential risk to be insured
D. the law of large numbers
3. An insurable risk does not include losses resulting from
A. fire B. theft C. traffic accident D. price fluctuation
4. The primary reason for an individual to insure something is
A. to make money
B. to avoid some potential risk
C. to transfer some potential risk to an insurer
D.

to reduce the huge loss to him resulting from some potential risk
Passage 1-3

It might be supposed that greater efficiency should be achieved if several people collaborate to
solve a problem than if only one individual works on it. Such results are by no means invariable.

Although groups often may increase the motivation of their members to deal with problems,
there is a counterbalancing need to contend with conflicts arising among members of a group and
with efforts to give it coherent direction. ® Problem solving is facilitated by the presence of an ef-
fective leader who not only provides direction but permits the orderly, constructive expression of a
variety of opinions; much of the leader’s effort may be devoted to resolving differences. Success
in problem solving also depends on the distribution of ability within a group. Solutions simply may
reflect the presence of an outstanding individual who might perform even better by himself.

Although groups may reach a greater number of correct solutions, or may require less time to
discover an answer, their net man-hour efficiency is typically lower than that achieved by skilled
individuals working alone.

A process called brainstorming has been offered as a method of facilitating the production of
new solutions to problems. In brainstorming, a problem is presented to a group of people who
then proceed to offer whatever they can think of, regardless of quality and with as few inhibitions
as can be managed.® Theoretically these unrestricted suggestions increase the probability that at
least some superior solutions will emerge. Nevertheless, studies show that when individuals work
alone under similar conditions, performance tends to proceed more efficiently than it does in
groups.

Under special circumstances, however, a group may solve problems more effectively than
does a reasonably competent individual. Group members may contribute different (and essential)
resources to a solution that no individual can readily achieve alone; such pooling of information
and skills can make group achievements superior in dealing with selected problems.® Sometimes
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social demands may require group agreement on a single alternative, as in formulating national
economic or military policies under democratic governments. When only one among several alter-
native solutions is correct, even if a group requires more time, it has a higher probability of identi-
fying the right one than does an individual alone.®

One difference between problem solving by a group and by an individual is the relative impor-
tance of covert or vicarious processes. The group depends heavily on verbal communication, while
the individual, in considerable degree, attacks the problem through implicit, subjective, silent ac-

tivity.

1. According to this passage, a group
A. may require less time to find a solution to a problem than an individual
B. tends to spend more time to find a solution to a problem than an individual
C. rarely depends on verbal communication in problem solving
D. generally achieves a higher net man-hour efficiency in problem solving than does a skilled
individual
2. Successful problem solving by a group primarily depends on
A. the motivation of its members
B. the pooling of information and skills
C. the constructive expression of various opinions
D. the presence of an effective leader
3. The author believes that a group
A. generally solves a problem more efficiently than an individual
B. cannot solve a problem so efficiently as an individual
C. doesn’t necessarily solve a problem more efficiently than an individual
D. tends to solve a problem less efficiently than an_individual

4. The proper title for this passage should be

A. Brainstorming _ B. Thinking in Groups
C. Thinking Individually D. Solving Problems Efficiently
Passage 1-4

Biological or organic evolution takes place as a result of the process of natural selection affect-
ing a pool of normal variability within a living population. This genetically based variability prin-
cipally involves the physical characteristics of the individuals who make up the population, such as
size, shape, coloration, or susceptibility to disease. For many years these alone were thought to
be the only mechanisms of evolutionary change. Animal behaviour was studied as a discipline on
its own, and human behaviour and human cultures were studied similarly in relative isolation. It
has come to be realized, however, that behavioral traits in animals and in humans may under cer-
tain circumstances have profound effects on breeding patterns, mate selection, and the survival of
offspring. If this is the case, then these behavioral and, in man, cultural attributes will affect the
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course of organic evolution through their modification of the selective processes operating on the
gene pool. The study of these behavioural and cultural effects in relation to:evolution has been
termed sociobiology .

Most animal behaviour is directed toward the reproductive advantage of the individual. Occa-
sionally among social insects such as ants or bees, however, workers are seen not to take part in
reproduction, a behaviour called altruistic with respect to the colony and its future. In other spe-
cies, different forms of altruistic behaviour can be observed, such as “aunts” sharing the rearing
of young; in all cases, such behaviour is paradoxical from the viewpoint of individual selection. It
may be, however, that the donor and the recipient of this type of behaviour share a larger number
of genes or gene types than previously had been believed, so that the “sacrifice” may help the
genes held in common with the recipient to survive and multiply. ® 1f this is true, then the altru-
ism of close relatives is given purpose and kin selection is an effective strategy.

There are those who believe that these ideas can be transferred from animal behavioral studies
to the more complex realm of human behaviour and culture, but the study of sociobiology is not
without controversy. For example, the relationships between mothers and infants are strong in all
mammals; in some mammals and birds pair-bonding is lifelong, but in others, including primates,
are found males with harem groups and altruistic behaviour by “aunts” and “uncles” toward
“nephews” and “nieces. ”® If comparisons are made with human kinship systems—the stuff of so-
cial anthropology—the typical pattern is that of monogamy (single pair-bond), with less frequen-
cy of polygyny (multiple-female, single-male groups) and, occasionally, even polyandry (multi-
ple-male, single-female groups). Unlike the animal system, however, the basis of the human sys-
tem may be cultural or even economic, and there appears to be no correlation between cultural
kinship (i.e., shared behaviour) and genetic kinship (shared genes).

The relationship between organic evolution and cultural evolution is complicated, since each
form appears to have differing mechanisms. Culture as a uniquely human attribute seems bound to
affect the totality of humanity and through this totality the patterns and results of human repro-
ductive behaviour; this, in turn, must affect the human gene pool and the selective processes that

act upon it, which is the essence of human evolution.®

1. The first paragraph is mainly about
A. the effects of behavioral traits on organic evolution
B. the effects of cultural attributes on organic evolution
C. the profound behavioral and cultural effects on the course of organic ev\olution

D. the study of animal behaviour as a discipline

2. The second paragraph is written to tell us primarily that altruism in animals is C, B
A. paradoxical B. beyond comprehension
C. advantageous to kin selection D. contrary to the law of natural selection .

3. It can be inferred from this passage that culture as a uniquely human attribute
A. might produce desired effect on the patterns and results of human reproductive behaviour

c 6 -



B. has indirect effect on the human gene pool
C. has a dual effect on the selection processes that act upon the human gene pool
D. has little effect on human evolution
4. The proper title for this passage should be =~~~
A. Culturally Patterned Behaviour and Evolution B. Natural Selection
C. Biological Evolution D. Cultural Evolution

Passage 1-5

In the 1970s anthropologists debated whether they should proceed with micro-studies of the
city’s poor or its recent migrants—an anthropology “in the city,” as it was called—or with mac-
ro-studies of the city as a whole—an anthropology “of the city.”® Ten years later the debate was
resolved by a tide of studies that focused neither at the micro-level nor at the macro-level but rath-
er at the links in between, that is, the webs of cultural, economic, and political relationship bind-
ing the shantytown, ghetto, or neighbourhood to the city and even beyond, to the world econo-
my. ®

In urban cultures after the establishment of the capitalist world system these webs consist of
the economic, political, and cultural strands linking mass-communications cities in the core with
neocolonial cities in the Third World into a world system of unequal political and economic rela-
tionships. ® For precapitalist urban cultures these webs consisted of power and wealth inequalities
and cultural domination within the urban culture. These different webs effect variant urban cul-
tural roles and cultural forms.

Urban anthropologists in the 1970s also worried over the contribution their studies of urban
cultures would make to the general anthropological concept of culture. Oscar Lewis initiated a de-
bate about the nature of culture when he put forward his notion of an urban “culture of poverty”.
He believed the culture of poverty socialized the poor into political apathy, immediate gratifica-
tion, broken families, and passive responses to their economic plight, and he argued that the poor
could not lose this debilitating culture even if they ceased to be poor.® A massive scholarly critique
of the culture of poverty concept also exposed the limitations in the traditional anthropological
conception of culture on which it was based. This critique argued that the poor’s marginality was
not a result of their internalized culture but rather of their abject material conditions given by the
world system (as in the case of the shantytown research cited above). In the face of this critique,
the traditional notion of culture—that it was a weighty set of traditions compelling individuals to
act in certain ways—gave way to a conception of the constant production of cultures (urban or
nonurban) through continual human action—people working with their hands and minds—in re-

sponse to the material conditions of everyday life. ®

1. Urban anthropologists in the 1970s
A. believed that they should study the city at the micro-level
B. believed that they should study the city at the macro-level



C. made tremendous contributions to the general anthropological concept of culture

D. failed to resolve their debate on urban cultures

. The author thinks that

A. the debate opened by the urban anthropologists in the 1970s came to nothing

B. Oscar Lewis was a pioneer of the traditional notion of culture

C. it is the power and wealth inequality in cities that produced an urban culture of poverty
D. new cultures are being constantly produced through continual human action in the society
. It is generally believed that the culture of poverty

A. resulted in the poor people’s political indifference

B. concept was based on the traditional anthropological conception of culture

C. caused the poor people’s passive responses to their miserable condition

D. was deeply rooted in the minds of poor people

. The proper title for this passage should be .

A. An Anthropology in the City B. An Anthropology of the City

C. Cities and Cultures D. The Culture of Poverty
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