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Unit One Stories

Passage A

Things Aren’t Always What They Seem

Two traveling angels stopped to spend the night in the home of a wealthy family. The
family was rude and refused to let the angels stay in the mansion’s guestroom. Instead the
angels were given a small space in the cold basement. As they made their bed in the hard floor,
the older angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it. When the younger angel asked why, the
older angel replied, “Things aren’t always what they seem.”

The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very poor, but very hospitable farmer
and his wife. After sharing the little food they had, the couple let the angels sleep in their bed
where they could have a good night’s rest. When the sun came up the next morning the angels
found the farmer and his wife in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had been their sole income,
lay dead in the field. The younger angel was infuriated and asked the older angel how he could
have let this happen. “The first man had everything, yet you helped him,” he accused. “The
second family had little but was willing to share everything, and you let the cow die.”

“Things aren’t always what they seem,” the older angel replied. “When we stayed in the
basement of the mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the
owner was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good fortune, I sealed the wall so
he wouldn’t find it.”

“Then last night as we slept in the farmer’s bed, the angel of death came for his wife. I
gave him the cow instead. Things aren’t always what they seem.”

Words and phrases to know

accuse (+of) v. ¥8¥E, #BE
angel of death FEf#!
basement n. i F%E

be obsessed with EHiX T
fortune n. M7=, ME, i
greed (+for) n. FLL, EE

guestroom=guest room n. &5

hospitable adj. &K, HRFABIK
infuriate v. f#A3%

mansionn. KE, AMH

seal v. 3f, ##

sole adj. B, ME—F

unwilling (+to) adj. NEEK, F5RK
wealthy adj. E# K



L. Read the following statements. If a statement is true, write 7 on the line. If it is false, write F.

1. The two traveling angels went to a very poor family at the first night.
2. The wealthy family was unfriendly to the two traveling angels.

3. The older angel was kind to help the wealthy family to repair the wall.
4. The poor couple let the two traveling angels sleep in their bed.

5. The younger angel was infuriated by the wealthy family.

6. The older angel helped the wealthy family and let the poor family’s cow die instead.

7. Actually the older angel saved the life of the famer’s wife.

II. Put the following words into the correct sentences and change the forms of the words when
necessary.

greed  be obsessed with  sole mansion unwilling accuse

Wealthy guestroom infuriated basement hospitable fortune

1. Such conversations her so much that she couldn’t speak.

2. men are not always happy.

3. She is possessed of a large

4. There were bright lights in that all the night.

5. Some people them of doing good things only for the positive publicity.

6. George showed me to the
7. My husband used to
8. We store our wine in the

which, he said, was rarely used.

watching sports 24 hours a day.

9. is the parent of many evils.
10. Americans have the reputation of being very people.
11. Walking is my exercise.

12. My impression is that she is to help me.

IIL. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese (A dictionary is allowed).

“Things aren’t always what they seem,” the older angel replied. “When we stayed in the
basement of the mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner
was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good fortune, I sealed the wall so he
wouldn’t find it.” “Then last night as we slept in the farmer’s bed, the angel of death came for his
wife. I gave him the cow instead. Things aren’t always what they seem.”



Passage B

The Neighbors’ Dog
1 Jerry Dawson had a beautiful lawn. His neighbors, the Shaws, had a big, strong dog. Their
dog liked to dig holes with his long claws.
2 One Saturday morning, Jerry Dawson was cutting his lawn. He saw a big hole in the lawn

near the fence. Jerry Dawson shouted across the fence to Bob Shaw. “Your dog has made an
awful hole in my lawn again. He crawled under the fence. I can see his claw marks.”

3 Bob Shaw came to the fence. He saw why Jerry Dawson was so angry. “I’'m awfully
sorry,” Bob said. “But what can I do? He’s a strong dog. He can dig a hole under my fence with
his long claws.”

4 “Being sorry isn’t good enough,” said Jerry. “Tie him up. That’s the law. You know the
law of this town as well as I do. It’s against the law to let a dog run free.”

~] “I don’t let my dog run free on the streets,” said Bob. “The law says a dog doesn’t have to
be tied up if you have a fence around your land. I don’t want to tie my dog up. I need him as a
watchdog.”

6 “I’'m sorry, but this has been going on long enough,” said Jerry. “You’ll have to fix the

fence so your dog can’t crawl under it. He had better not dig any more holes in my lawn, or I'll
report you to the police.” By that time, Bob was awfully angry, too. Both men were shouting
across the fence.

74 A few nights later, the sound of a dog barking woke Jerry up. The Shaws’ dog was barking
and barking. Jerry crawled out of bed and looked out of the window. Just then, the lights came
on in Bob’s house. Both men saw someone running across Jerry’s lawn and down the street.

8 Bob helped Jerry check his house. In the kitchen, they found a broken window. “Your dog
is a good watchdog. I’'m glad to have him as a neighbor,” Jerry said. “But I still don’t want him
digging holes in my lawn. I’ll help you make the fence stronger.”

Words and phrases to know
awful adj. RIME[), 4 AR fence n. =, EE
bark v. BRAY, [ 756 H fix v. [El5E, BHE
broken adj. FTHERT, BEREH lawn n. HBE, Biih
clawn. (FPHD K tev. (AR R, #
crawl v. €T, &84T watchdog n. FZF



L. Choose the correct answers according to Passage B.

1. According to the passage, who has the big and strong dog?

A. Dawson. B. The Shaws.
C. Jerry. D. Bob’s neighbor.
2. We can infer that Jerry Dawson does not like the dog because
A. the dog bites him B. the dog jumps over the fence
C. the dog barks at him D. the dog digs holes in his lawn

3. Based on the information provided in the passage, which is not allowed by the law?
A. Let the dogs bark at other people.
B. Let the dogs run free in the neighborhood.
C. Tie the dogs up.
D. Do not let their dogs run free unless it is within their own fenced property.
4. From context, the word “watchdog” refers to the kind of dogs that
A. help people see
B. help protect people’s properties
C. help people watch their sheep
D. help blind people get around
5. A few nights after the neighbors’ argument, Bob’s dog would not stop barking because there was
a burglar
A. in Bob’s house
B. inside the house of the Shaws
C. in Jerry’s house
D. in Dawson’s neighbor’s house
6. According to the last paragraph, Jerry was thankful to the dog :
A. and he would allow him to come to his lawn
B. so he would let the dog watch his house
C. so he would get a dog of his own
D. but he still did not want the dog to dig holes in his lawn

I1. Match the following words in column A with the proper meaning in column B.

Column A Column B
1. lawn a. move forward on hands and knees
claw b. attach something there firmly or securely
3. fence c. an area of grass that is usually part of
someone’s garden
4. awful d. put something there and fasten them using rope
or string
5. crawl e. a barrier between two areas of land, made of
wood or wire supported by posts



6. tie f. dog makes a short, loud noise

7. fix g. the thin, hard, curved nails at the end of its feet
8. bark h. into pieces

9. broken i. extremely unpleasant, shocking, or bad

II1. Exercises for increasing reading speed.

A. Read the following passage in phrases, as shown.

|A few nights later, | Ithe sound of a dog barking] Iwoke Jerry up.| hhe Shaws’ dog]

fwas barking and barking| [Jerry crawled out of bed land looked out of the window

[JTlst then, J fthe lights came on| |in Bob’s house] [Both men| | saw someone]

lrunning across Jerry’s lawn] [and down the street.|

B. Read the following passage in phrases (short phrases or longer phrases). There are several

correct possibilities. Separate the phrases with slashes.

Finally, the boy returned after he left for so many years. “Sorry, my boy. But I don’t have
anything for you anymore. No more apples for you.” The tree said. “I don’t have teeth to bite.” The
boy replied. “No more trunk for you to climb on.” “I am too old for that now.” the boy said. “I
really want to give you something...the only thing left is my dying roots.” The tree said with tears.
“I don’t need much now, just a place to rest. I am tired after all these years.” The boy replied.
“Good! Old tree roots are the best place to lean on and rest. Come here, please sit down with me
and have a rest.” The boy sat down and the tree was glad and smiled with tears...

Extra Reading Practice

This part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks for you to fulfill. You should read the
reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.

Task 1

I worked as a manager in a company for a number of years. I liked my job, and was doing well
there, but our company was bought by a larger company and most of the managers at our place lost
their jobs. That was when I decided to do something I'd always wanted to do—become a freelarice
(B H#ER5 ) writer. Changing professions (HHMl) has meant that my lifestyle has changed in a
number of ways.

The main difference for me now is that I have a much more flexible (R 75 []) schedule. I work
about as much as I did before—between 45 and 50 hours a week—but my schedule is much less
rigid than it used to be. Before, I worked from 8 to 5 every day, with a few extra hours on
weekends. Now, however, I work when I feel like it. For instance, sometimes I work until midnight
or 2 a.m., then sleep until noon. I really prefer this kind of schedule. It seems more natural to me.

I also decided that it was about time I began to pay more attention to my health. While I was
working as a manager, I never exercised. I already felt tired after work, so I just came home in the



evening and watched TV. However, last year I joined a health club and began to do regular exercise.
As a result I have lost over 10 pounds and I feel much better. I’ve also started to eat more
healthfully. I used to eat a lot of fast food, but now I do my own shopping. I buy lots of fruits and
vegetables and cook them at home.

Of course, not all the changes have been that easy. For example, I don’t feel as secure
financially as I used to. When I was working as a manager, I never worried much about money. I
could always count on getting my paycheck every two weeks. Working freelance, I don’t have a
regular paycheck. So now I have to make sure there’s enough money until the next check arrives.

All in all, I really like my current lifestyle. Of course, that doesn’t mean I’ll never want to have
a “regular” job. But for now, at least, it suits me.

1. Why did the author decide to become a freelance writer?
A. He had always liked writing.
B. He was dissatisfied with his company.
C. He never liked his job as a manager.
D. He wanted to change his lifestyle.
2. What is the main difference the job change brought to the author?
A. He works fewer hours a week.
B. He does not have to work on weekends.
C. He can change his schedule as he likes.
D. He can work at night and sleep late.
3. Why does the author do his own cooking now?
A. He wants to lose weight.
B. He has got lots of free time on his hands.
C. He no longer feels tired after work.
D. He wants to eat more healthfully.
4. What is his chief problem now?
A. He cannot count on his paycheck to arrive on time.
B. He has no regular work to do.
C. He has to find a publisher for his books.
D. He has to worry about money.
5. At the end of the passage, the author indicates that _____.
A. he is going to find a regular job soon
B. he is not going to change his lifestyle in the near future
C. he will continue to write for the rest of his life
D. he will soon find out whether writing is a good career for him

Task 2
During our more than 60-year history, with our vast knowledge and experience, Trafalgar has
created perfectly designed travel experiences and memories.
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