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Abstract

Literary translation accelerated the development of Chinese culture and liter-
ature. Western literature which contains fables and words full of wits with literary
characters began its filtration with the preaching of Christianity, bringing into
China western classics and Christian works. Strictly speaking, the first novel
translated from the West, specifically from English to Chinese, is Xinxixiantan,
translated by a Chinese writer, Lishaojushi, whose original was Night and Morn-
ing, written by an English writer Edward Bulwer Lytton. The Chinese was first
published on the subsidiary magazine of Shenbao, known as Yinghuansuoji se-
ries, for over two years.

Due to lack of materials, there is little related research done in this field ac-
ademically. This dissertation tries to make an overall research as to the writer and
his work , the translator and his Chinese version by using the existing texts both in
Beijing and Shanghai.

The novel displayed a profound historical background in Europe. With the
rapid industrialization, the social position of the feudal noble class could no lon-
ger sustain with conflicts sharpening in England. Lytton capitalized on the features
of understandability and wide spreading of novel to reveal the ugly side of the no-
ble class. His novel described the civilian crime and noble vice, challenging the
unfair treatment of the two by law. The author in his book also urged to learn from
the successful French Revolution to abolish the privileges of the noble class and
establish a free and equal nation. This dissertation illustrates Lytton’ s foreseeing
thoughts and analyses the literariness of his novel, such as its literature back-

ground, character images, art qualities and literature achievements.
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Lytton’ s political ambitions were echoed in China thirty years later after its
publication, when the Qing government was in an awkward and shaky situation
suffering from problems of both domestic and abroad. Lishaojushi made clear his
political status and called for a reformation to work it out. His translation from
English to Chinese was done in a creative way by borrowing from traditional Chi-
nese novel formula and combining both western and Chinese novel techniques. It
took on a refreshing look to attract Chinese readers. Though there are not many
first-hand texts in existence as to the identities of the translator, this dissertation
tries to comb the published statements, deduct the identity of the translator, and
do textual research as to the relationship of the translator with Shenbao, his trans-
lation and his thoughts.

There is always potential guidance or a principle behind each translation
work , which forms an inseparable part when evaluating the translator’ s theory of
translation , theory of literature and culture through his work. This dissertation de-
ducts the translator’ s viewpoint as to the translation theory of “Fidelity”
“Smoothness” , and “Elegance” through his choice of words and expression pat-
terns, as to his knowledge of novel function and his use of reference from other
cultures. Compared with his contemporaries, he was obviously one of the most
outstanding pioneers in modem novel theories. Therefore, the translation and its
conceived thoughts and theory shed influences on the early reformists in novel
writing and new ideas.

All in all, throughout the above-mentioned research and study, this disserta-
tion tries to demonstrate the forms and rules of the early literature translations
from English to Chinese, providing basic reference for further research into Chi-

nese history of translation literature.

Key Words: Lishaojushi, Dynamic Equivalence, Cultural Translation, No-

vel Function
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