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HENRY VIII, the unconquered
King of England, a prince adorned
with all the virtues that become a great
monarch, having some differences of
no small consequence with Charles,
the most serene Prince of Castile, sent
me into Flanders, as his ambassador,
for treating and composing matters be-
tween them. I was colleague and com-
panion to that incomparable man Cuth-
bert Tonstal, whom the King with such
universal applause lately made Master
of the Rolls, but of whom I will say
nothing ; not because I fear that the tes-
timony of a friend will be suspected,
but rather because his learning and vir-
tues are too great for me to do them
justice, and so well known that they
need not my commendations unless I
would, according to the proverb,
‘Show the sun with a lanthorn. * Those

that were appointed by the Prince to
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treat with us, met us at Bruges, ac-
cording to agreement; they were all
worthy men. The Margrave of Bruges
was their head, and the chief man a-
mong them; but he that was esteemed
the wisest, and that spoke for the rest,
was George Temse, the Provost of Cas-
selsee; both art and nature had con-
curred to make him eloquent: he was
very learned in the law; and as he had
a great capacity, so by a long practice
in affairs he was very dexterous at un-

ravelling them.

After we had several times met with-
out coming to an agreement, they went
to Brussels for some days to know the
Prince’s pleasure. And since our busi-
ness would admit it, I went to Ant-
werp. While I was there, among many
that visited me, there was one that was
more acceptable to me than any other,
Peter Giles, born at Antwerp, who is a
man of great honor, and of a good rank

in his town, though less than he de-
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serves; for I do not know if there be
anywhere to be found a more learned
and a better bred young man; for as he
is both a very worthy and a very know-
ing person, so he is so civil to all
men, so particularly kind to his
friends, and so full of candor and af-
fection, that there is not perhaps above
one or two anywhere to be found that
are in all respects so perfect a friend.
He is extraordinarily modest, there is
no artifice in him; and yet no man has
more of a prudent simplicity; his con-
versation was so pleasant and so inno-
cently cheerful, that his company in a
great measure lessened any longings to
go back to my country, and to my wife
and children, which an absence of four
months had quickened very much. One
day as I was returning home from mass
at St. Mary’s, which is the chief
church, and the most frequented of any
in Antwerp, I saw him by accident
talking with a stranger, who seemed
past the flower of his age; his face was

tanned, he had a long beard, and his

cloak was hanging carelessly about
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every good man ought to propose to
himself in living; for your friend Plato
thinks that nations will be happy,
when either philosophers become kings
or kings become philosophers, it is no
wonder if we are so far from that happi-
ness, while philosophers will not think
it their duty to assist kings with their
councils. ’

‘ They are not so base — minded,’
said he, ‘but that they would willingly
do it: many of them have already done
it by their books, if those that are in
power would but hearken to their good
advice. ’ But Plato judged right, that
except kings themselves became phi-
losophers, they who from their child-
hood are corrupted with false notions
would never fall in entirely with the
councils of philosophers, and this he

himself found to be true in the person

of Dionysius.

‘Do not you think that if [ were a-
bout any king, proposing good laws to
him, and endeavoring to root out all

the cursed seeds of evil that I found in
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philosopher. This Raphael, who from
his family carriesthe name of Hythlo-
day, is not ignorant of the Latin
tongue, but is eminently learned in the
Greek, having applied himself more
particularly to that than to the former,
because he had given himself much to
philosophy, in which he knew that the
Romans have left us nothing that is
valuable, except what is to be found in
Seneca and Cicero. He is a Portuguese
by birth, and was so desirous of seeing
the world that he divided his estate a-
mong his brothers, ran the same haz-
ard as Americus Vespucius, and bore
a share in three of his four voyages,
that are now published; only he did
not return with him in his last, but ob-
tained leave of him almost by force,
that he might be one of those twenty -
four who were left at the farthest place
at which they touched, in their last
voyage to New Castile. The leaving
him thus did not a little gratify one that
was more fond of travelling than of re-
turning home to be buried in his own

country ; for he used often to say that

BOOK I+ 5 o°
; .

WRITR, REFE ¥
Ko XL IR—At B K
AL T ok &9 1 RO A T
TE—RRE L T 3, At
i i SCARL“F A5 57 g, AR
PRI A B 5T EL X A —
EENEA L J/ b 2
B0 AR B, AR
B mme 5 ANk AEER
M—m AP ER AR, BR T
JETA P4 2 B i # o SCE L
ho fE—AHE A, AR
PR R TR, B
LA, ST B U & 20 48 T 45
L RIE SR EF - A5
HWREN-REBR, EH
R PR AT Pt 5 Z
T ET =0, R TFEILK
friric HRIE S &7 75 R
RAERG — AT, fl 3%
A Dk, 128 o 3 7 45 LA BE
TR, TR, st sk —
THZANG b, —EH
TE 7 AT 22 B 3k 1Y Az /Y
#Iy, B e — K g, AT X
TH R IR, X Wikt
Tk, Bk B BIRIE L

P




L.

& Utopia

co® 0.
..

the way to heaven was the same from
all places; and he that had no grave
had the heaven still over him. Yet this
disposition of mind had cost him dear,
if God had not been very gracious to
him; for after he, with five Castilians,
had travelled over many countries, at
last, by strange good — fortune, he got
to Ceylon,and from thence to Calicut,
where he very happily found some Por-
tuguese ships, and, beyond all men’s
expectations, returned to his native

2
country.

When Peter had said this to me, |
thanked him for his kindness, in in-
tending to give me the acquaintance of
a man whose conversation he knew
would be so acceptable; and upon that
Raphael and I embraced each other.
After those civilities were passed which
are usual with strangers upon their first
meeting, we all went tomy house, and

entering into the garden, sat down on a
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green bank, and entertained one an-
other in discourse. He told us that
when Vespucius had sailed away, he
and his companions that stayed behind
in New Castile, by degrees insinuated
themselves into the affections of the
people of the country, meeting often
with them, and treating them gently:
and at last they not only lived among
them without danger, but conversed fa-
miliarly with them; and got so far into
the heart of a prince, whose name and
country I have forgot, that he both fur-
nished them plentifully with all things
necessary, and also with the conven-
iences of travelling; both boats when
they went by water, and wagons when
they travelled over land: he sent with
them a very faithful guide, who was to
introduce and recommend them to such
other princes as they had a mind to
see; and after many days’ journey,
they came to towns and cities, and to
commonwealths, that were both happi-
ly governed and well — peopled. Under
the equator, and as far on both sides of

it as the sun moves, there lay vast des-
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erts that were parched with the perpet-
ual heat of the sun; the soil was with-
ered, all things looked dismally, and
all places were either quite uninhabit-
ed, or abounded with wild beasts and
serpents, and some few men that were
neither less wild nor less cruel than the
beasts themselves.

But as they went farther, a new
scene opened, all things grew milder,
the air less burning, the soil more ver-
dant, and even the beasts were less
wild: and at last there were nations,
towns, and cities, that had not only
mutual commerce among themselves,
and with their neighbors, but traded
both by sea and land, to very remote
countries. There they found the con-
veniences of seeing many countries on
all hands, for no ship went any voyage
into which he and his companions were
not very welcome. The first vessels
that they saw were flat — bottomed,
their sails were made of reeds and
wicker woven close together, only
some were of leather; but afterward

they found ships made with round keels
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and canvas sails, and in all respects
like our ships; and the seamen under-
stood both astronomy and navigation.
He got wonderfully into their favor, by
showing them the use of the needle, of
which till then they were utterly igno-
rant. They sailed before with great
caution, and only in summer - time,
but now they count all seasons alike,
trusting wholly to the loadstone, in
which they are perhaps more secure
than safe; so that there is reason to
fear that this discovery, which was
thought would prove so much to their
advantage, may by their imprudence
become an occasion of much mischief
to them. But it were too long to dwell
on all that he told us he had observed
in every place, it would be too great a
digression from our present purpose:
whatever is necessary to be told, con-
cerning those wise and prudent institu-
tions which he observed among civi-
lized nations, may perhaps be related
by us on a more proper occasion. We
asked him many questions concerning

all these things, to which he answered
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very willingly; only we made no in-
quiries after monsters, than which
nothing is more common; for every-
where one may hear of ravenous dogs
and wolves, and cruel man - eaters;
but it is not so easy to find States that

are well and wisely governed.

As he told us of many things that
were amiss in those new — discovered
countries, so he reckoned up not a few
things from which patterns might be
taken for correcting the errors of these
nations among whom we live; of which
an account may be given, as I have al-
ready promised, at some other time;
for at present | intend only to relate
those particulars that he told us of the
manners and laws of the Utopians: but
I will begin with the occasion that led
us to speak of that commonwealth. Af-
ter Raphael had discoursed with great
judgment on the many errors that were
both among us and these nations; had

treated of the wise institutions both

here and there, and had spoken as dis-
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tinctly of the customs and government
of every nation through which he had
passed, as if he had spent his whole
life in it, Peter, being struck with ad-
miration, said:

‘I wonder, Raphael, how it comes
that you enter into no king’s service,
for I am sure there are none to whom
you would not be very acceptable: for
your learning and knowledge both of
men and things, are such that you
would not only entertain them very
pleasantly, but be of great use to
them, by the examples you could set
before them and the advices you could
give them; and by this means you
would both serve your own interest and
be of great use to all your friends.

‘ As for my friends,’ answered he,
‘I need not be much concerned, hav-
ing already done for them all that was
incumbent on me; for when I was not
only in good health, but fresh and
young, 1 distributed that among my
kindred and friends which other people

do not part with till they are old and

sick, when they then unwillingly give
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that which they can enjoy no longer
themselves. I think my friends ought to
rest contented with this, and not to ex-

pect that for their sake I should enslave

myself to any king whatsoever. ’

‘*Soft and fair, ’ said Peter, ‘I do
not mean that you should be a slave to
any king, but only that you should as-
sist them, and be useful to them. ’

*The change of the word, ’ said he,

‘ does not alter the matter. ’

‘ But term it as you will,’ replied
Peter, ‘I do not see any other way in
which you can be so useful, both in
private to your friends, and to the pub-
lic, and by which you can make your

own condition happier. ’

‘ Happier!’ answered Raphael; ‘is
that to be compassed in a way so ab-
horrent to my genius? Now I live as |
will, to which I believe few courtiers
can pretend. And there are so many

that court the favor of great men,that
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there will be no great loss if they are
not troubled either with me or with oth-

ers of my temper. ’

Upon this, said I. ‘I perceive,
Raphael, that you neither desire
wealth nor greatness ; and indeed I val-
ue and admire such a man much more
than I do any of the great men in the
world. Yet I think youwould do what
would well become so generous and
philosophical a soul as yours is, if you
would apply your time and thoughts to
public affairs, even though you may
happen to find it a little uneasy to
yourself; and this you can never do
with so much advantage, as by being
taken into the counsel of some great
prince, and putting him on noble and
worthy actions, which 1 know you
would do if you were in such a post;
for the springs both of good and evil
flow from the prince, over a whole na-
tion, as from a lasting fountain. So
much learning as you have, even with-
out practice in affairs, or so great a

practice as you have had, without any
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