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Forward

1. An exhibition that aims at an exchange of the arts is an excellent method of promoting and developing art
activities in different areas. It is a wonderful opportunity for different countries and areas to communicate their own
ideas of art to each other, for encouraging people using different artistic languages to assimilate each other's
experiences, for bringing together different nations and races. And of course it is a catalysis for mutual understanding,
for making and strengthening friendships.

2. The "East Asian Arts Exchange and Invitation Exhibition" ("the Exchange Exhibition") is a pure arts exchange
activity featuring the cultural philosophy and artistic flavour of the Orient. There is no distinction between countries
and schools, no prejudice for qualification, no discrimination against age.

We have invited 286 artists from China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea and Hong Kong to showcase their works at the
Exchange Exhibition. Some from the older generation are masters of the art world in their own countries and known
throughout the region for their contribution to the arts.

There are also artists in the middle of their careers who have their own individual style and unique images.

And there are up-and-coming young artists from the fields of calligraphy and painting who have yet to make a
name for themselves but who have shown enough innovation to get their dynamic ideas exhibited.

We have also invited some overseas Chinese artists, while master artist Mr Chan Li-fu from Taiwan and
experienced calligrapher Mr Pan Shou from Singapore will be sending works for the Exchange Exhibition as our
honourable guests.

3. The Exchange Exhibition features a good many graphic works, including copperplates, lithographs, woodcuts and
hectographs as well as mixed media. Though presenting different styles, they are all full of Oriental touches.

Japan is often referred to as the "Kingdom of Graphic Art" for its array of bright colours and images. In
contrast, the prints from China retain their pure and straightforward traditions.

Also in the Exchange Exhibition are "rubbing prints". "Rubbing" is the short term for the special technique that
combines woodblock prints and rubbing by engraving, sculpturing, modeling and collage with "solid materials". We
think these well-executed attempts at a creative method deserve the chance to be exhibited.

4. The Exchange Exhibition has been initiated by the Wu Lin Zhuang Arts Association of Hong Kong and is
supported by people from the art fields in China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Financial sponsorship has
been provided by the Urban Council of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Culture and Art Funding Society who have
provided the basic assurances for the Exchange Exhibition to be held in Hong Kong. Furthermore, the Foreign
Culture Exchange Association of the Ministry of Culture of China and the Chinese International Public Relations
Association has also given us great help to ensure that the Exchange Exhibition can be held smoothly in Beijing. I
would like to express my special thanks to all the people, departments and organizations of all the countries and areas
who have provided their earnest support and sponsorship for the Exchange Exhibition.

5. Please excuse any errors and omissions which may have occurred. We would appreciate your comments and
corrections.

Keung Pei Chung
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Preface

I Like to think that it was fate that I met Keung Pei Chung, the famous Chinese painter who now lives in Hong
Kong.

I love Keung's paintings. And now I have discovered that his paintings are wonderful reflections of his
personality -- simple, refreshingly free of over-sophistication, but energetic and honest, showing a strength of
character and a vigor of style, at times indignant, but always open-minded.

One of Keung's works stands out for me -- "Jiang Tai Gong is Fishing" ("Great-grandfather Jiang is Fishing").
A long, long line stretches across more than half of the scene. Monotonous, you might think, but then you feel the
patience of the fisherman and relax in contemplation. You can watch for ever, a single line, without end. One the
seal Keung has engraved "Fishing with a straight hook and no bait for 50 years". Self-satirical and proud of it, a
protest but also a feeling of happy self-satisfaction.

The "Zhong Kwei" paintings ("The ugly god who wards off evel") have also won my affections. Keung's series
presents different scenes from the legend of Zhong Kwei, but we can feel that Keung himself empathises very strongly
with Zhong Kwei's frustrations and difficulties and shares them on a very personal level. Keung's seal here is
engraved with four Chinese characters: "Dismiss with a laugh", his attitude to life reflected in the portrayal of the god.
I can really think of no-one else who can provide such a good present and come up with such a fitting motto.

All of Keung's works maintain a certain distance from the dazzling world of Hong Kong. So it is not strange
that Keung gives himself the title the Host of Wu Lin Zhuang.

But it is in Hong Kong, this neon-lit, commercialised world, that he has established the Wu Lin Zhuang Arts
Association. Though sometimes a painstaking and lonely process, Keung has dedicated himself to working on and
with the arts. I cannot say how successful he is in commerce, but I do know that he still insists on his unique lifestyle.
Keung never drifts with the tide. His life and his business are convincing examples to others that value in this world
cannot be so easily judged, it cannot simply be converted or changed into Hong Kong or US dollars.

Though not an easy task, nothing has been too much trouble for Keung as he arranges the "East Asian Exchange
and Invitation Exhibition" featuring artists from China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea and Hong Kong. They come from
different schools, use different styles, work in different media, but all are brilliant masters of their art. Keung has
been able to invite them to this event to exhibit their works for appreciation and comment. This will be a truly great
and joyful occasion for friends brought together by the world of art.

Art is a very personal thing. No-one wants to be lumped together with others, compared with them. Art as a
business, on the other hand, is not an individual affair. Art belongs to us all, or at least to those who share the same
feelings, the same heart. Different areas, different schools can never isolate art, social prejudices cannot block the
exchange of art. Yes, there is competition, but there is also learning, there is helping and complementing others.

Today the world is getting smaller and smaller, time is flying faster and faster, and it is easier for everyone to
take part in some kind of exchange. The old is being combined with the new, the new merges with the old, East
meets West and West runs into East. These are unquestionable facts. When we look at things individually, we gasp
in admiration at the craftsmanship, the colours of the different dazzling worlds. But we can also see things as a whole
and get the surprising notion that there is a God, something that draws us all together. Something that we can all
share. Something that moves us, touches our lives, giving warmth to you and me.

I would like to express my praise for all of this and congratulate Mr. Keung on the fruitful results of his
outstanding efforts.

Wang Meng
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