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Li Qi (1928-2009) was born in Beijing. In
1937, he went to Yan’an with his parents,
and joined the Anti-Japanese Troupe of the
8th Route Army to call on people to fight
against the Japanese invaders. He studied at
the training class for the Army Art Cadres of
Lu Xun Academy of Arts in 1940. Under the
guidance of several artists in Yan’an, he started

his practice in the fine arts.

Between 1946 and 1948 Li Qi studied at
the Department of Fine Arts of the United
University of North China. When China Central
Academy of Fine Arts was founded in Beijing
in 1950, Li Qi became a teacher there, and was
for some years the Dean of the Department of

Chinese Traditional Painting.

Over sixty years, Li Qi’s paintings reflected
and celebrated the Chinese revolution, the
construction of New China, and the later
reforms. Under his Chinese traditional painting
brush, vivid images of ordinary people, heroes
and model workers, the Chinese people’s
leaders, and great figures in China and foreign
countries, one after the other, were re-created,
captured in both their appearance and their

spirit.

Li Qi developed a unique approach to painting
portraits as they are characteristic not only of
Chinese ink paintings which are artistically
natural, but also have the rich colours and
three-dimensional painting techniques found in
Western artworks. This allowed him to make
outstanding achievements, especially in the
brief impressionistic stroke painting style and

in painting portrait from memory.
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