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---- -~ Report on China’s Migrant Population Development Preface

The 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China ( CPC) ,
held in November 2012 in Beijing, adopted a comprehensive plan for firmly
marching on the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics and
completing the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects. It
aimed to strengthen social development by improving the people’s wellbeing
and making innovations in management, fostering a dynamic environment in
which everyone contributes to social harmony and benefits from a harmonious
society. It also proposed conducting registration of rural migrant workers as
permanent urban residents in an orderly way, emphasizing improving and
making innovations in the management relating to and services for the
migrant population. General Secretary Xi Jinping points out that completing
the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects needs the
diligence and contribution of migrants, who ask for more policy consideration
and legal protection for them. As Premier Li Keqiang stressed, urbanization
is the greatest potential for expanding domestic demand, the key point of
which is the urbanization of people. With GDP per capita over 6 000 dollar
and urbanization rate over 52% , China has already become one of the
middle-income countries and stepped into the new stage of changing
economic growth model and promoting urbanization in a scientific and
healthy way. To enhance the services and management of migrant population
and guide towards orderly migration and rational distribution of population
still remain a vital issue in the process of pushing forward healthy
urbanization.

As the most remarkable demographic phenomenon in the process of
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China’s rapid urbanization, the large-scale population migration has already
become one of the most significant promoting factors for social structure
change, interest-pattern adjustment and transformation of social organization
system. In 2012, the size of migrant population in China reached 236
million, accounting for 17% of the total population of China, and new
features manifested. Population migration became increasingly active as the
direction of population migration changed from congregating in southeast
coastal areas only to more regions; population migration also changed from
the individual migration to the migration of a whole nuclear family and the
trend of long-term residence was significant; the new generation of migrant
population became the main part and the pattern of population migration
changed from survival-driven to development-driven.

To properly handle the developmental issue of migrant population is
the critical link for implementing new-type urbanization development
strategy. In 2009, the former National Population and Family Planning
Commission began to organize national migrant population dynamic
monitoring surveys in order to timely learn about current status and
changing trend of migrant population and to propose policies for
strengthening and improving services and management of migrant
population. After the efforts for 4 years, a monitoring network of inflow
areas has been basically established and a complete working machnism for
conducting surveys, processing data and publishing results has been
initiated. In 2012, under the pattern of “ one large-scale and several
focuses” |, a national monitoring survey was carried out, with a sample
size over 159 000. Meanwhile, several surveys with specific themes were
also conducted, including the new-generation migrant population survey,
the survey about population administration in megalopolis, and the survey
of three-type areas of ecologically vulnerable area, border area and
national minority area. The total samples of these surveys reached about
300 000. Based on relative research projects, we published the 2013

Report on China’s Migrant Population Development ( hereafter referred to as



Report 2013 for short) , the topic of which is the new-generation migrant
population. The report analyzes the trend of migration and the features of
new-generation migrant population, and puts forward suggestions that the
new-generation migrant population should be considered as the key group for
accelerating the urbanization process. Besides, Report 2013 has also
discussed by special topics about population migration and urbanization;
employment and income, social integration, and childbearing of migrant
population; and related policies.

We have published Report on China’s Migrant Population Development
for three years running. With solid survey data, relevant analysis and
practical policy advice, these reports have received extensive attention and
high appraisal by government departments at various levels, research
institutions, news media and so on. We sincerely hope that the public could
continue to pay close attention to China’s migrant population, work together
to improve their wellbeing and to realize our China Dream. We would like to
sincerely thank all the scholars, experts and research institutions who have
taken part in compiling the report, especially the School of Sociology and
Population Studies of Renmin University of China, who has undertaken much
of the cumbersome work during the compiling process of this report. And
finally, we earnestly hope that all the readers could offer your precious

advice and suggestions to help us improve our work in the future.

Department of Services and Management of Migrant Population
National Health and Family Planning Commission of China

May, 2013
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