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In writing an adventure story
a writer bas to know that be is adventuring
Jor a lot of peaple who cannot.

The writer has to take them here and there
about the globe and show them
exccitement and love and realism.

As long as that writer is living the part of an
adventurer when he is hammering
the keys, he is succeeding with his story.

Adventuring is a state of mind.
If you adventure through life, you have a

good chance to be a success on paper.

Adventure doesn't mean globe-trotting,
excactly, and it doesn’t mean great deeds.
Adventuring is kke art.

You have to live it to make it real.

—L. RON HUBBARD
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THE CROSSROADS

The Crossroads

T was not like Eben Smith to resign himself

to® the fates® and vagaries@ of an econom-
ic muddle® he could not fathom®, not even to
the AAA or the HOLC or the FLC or the other
various unsyllabic combinations which he regularly,
each morning, collected in his RFD box.

“It ain’t right,” he said that dawn to Maria his
wife and Lucy his horse. “I can grow crops and
I know crops and there ain’t nobody in Jefferson
County that can grow more corn per acre® and
what’s more better corn per stalk® than me. And
when it comes to turnips and squash@ and leaf
lettuce® I reckon® I ain’t so far behind. And by
cracky there must be some place where the stuff
can be sold so folks can eat.”

“The guvvermunt paid you right smart for
all that plowing under you did, Eben,” cautioned
his wife.

“Well I reckon I don’t give a spit how smart
they paid me because it all went out in taxes so
they could pay me agin. No sir, Maria,” and
here he had to pause and grunt® while he
made Lucy take the bit, “it ain’t right. Them
city papers when they ain’t atalking about
some furtiner® fightin’ some other furtiner
is saying how people is starving in the streets.

(@ resign oneself to sth. IT{E,
JBTM

@fate ffeit] n. T3z, EAB

® vagary [veigori] n. LB
EUl

@ muddle ['madl] . SEFARES

® fathom [faeom] v HET
B, FERE

® acre[eika] n. I

@ stalk [sb:k]ln ZE; 8

® tumnip [t=:nip] n. & b

@ squash [skwal] n. EgJI (/]n
)

®© leaf lettuce BIHSE

@D reckon [reken] v 1AM, i
it

@@ grunt [grant] v [EHE

@3 furriner [farina(r)] n. (B
=) MNEA



@ figure sb. (sth) out FF2E;
THEH ( )

@ acute ['kju:t] o F=EBRY
@ golly [goli) int. T ( TR
735 )

@ spavined ['spaevind] a. B5HY
® mare [mea(r)] . 85, £
ap

® pauper ['pa:pa) n. ‘ZE;
BA

@ wagon [waegon] n. [U4ETS
% BE

L. RON HUBBARD

Well, I can’t figure it out®. Hete I’m the best
corn raiser in Jefferson County and I got lots of
corn . . . and squash and turnips and leaf lettuce
too, by gum . . . and still the guvvermunt says
I got to stop raisin’ what I planted and plow
under what I was goin’ to plant. It’s like that
guvvermunt man said yesterday when I asked
him what the dingdong it was all about, the eco-
nomic problems is acute®. And by golly® our
economic problems is going to get even more
acute if we don’t get some hams and things for this
winter. Like my grandfather Boswell that traded
a spavined@ mare® for the purtiest prize bull in
Ohio used to say, ‘Politics is a subjeck for men
that’s got full bellies . . . otherwise it ain’t politics,

it’s war” We ain’t no paupers©

that we got to
be supported by no charity and if they’s folks
starvin’ in the city, why, I reckon they got some-
thin’ or other to trade for turnips and truck.”
“Now, Eben,” said Maria, anxiously wip-
ing her hands on her apron, “don’ you go doin’
nothin’ to get the guvvermunt mad with you.
Mebbe this thing you’re goin’ to do ain’t got any
place in this here economic system acuteness.”
“Never did hear anythin’ wrong with a2 man
fillin* his belly so long as he didn’t have to
steal to do it,” said Eben, picking up the lines
and trailing them to the box seat of the spring

wagon®.



