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ACBI Research Centre of Mass
Communication for Chinese Architecture
+
Tianjin University Press
+
Architectural Culture Survey Group
Running media with the mind of
intellectuals; devoting to culture with the
courage of entrepreneurs
China Architectural Heritage, a national level
innovative publication on architectural
heritage, will be published soon in July 2011
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Heritage of Events: A Topic with Infinite Possibilities
Jin Lei

It has been 10 years since we succeeded in bidding for hosting 2008 Olympic Games, and on the occasion of the 3rd anniversary of its open ceremony, the 2nd
Beijing Olympic City Sports Cultural Festival and the 3rd Forum for Beijing Olympic City Development held on Oct. 8th. Among the numecrous changes that
Olympic has brought us, the Olympic culture has deeply soaked into the heart of the city. While World Expo 2010 Shanghai and Guangzhou Asian Games will
never be forgotten reviewing series of heritage of events in China, in Shenzhen, the 26th Universiade opened on Aug. 12th has created a new event for the city
with splendid youth, young smiles, passionate shouts and spiritual pursuits. The valuable legacy was the concept it advocated: “Start here and make a difference”
presenting a unique open ceremony in a different way did not merely continue the stercotype of stunning sounds and glaring lights, instead, it inherited and
created a new spirit of heritage. I arrived at Shenzhen during the Unversiade and experienced a new independent culture showing confidence, vigor, glory and
tenacity. Although there were some critics about the humanization of the organization of Unversiade, it practically and realistically showed the modesty and
accomplishment of a city which may become a new proposition for the heritage of events. Meanwhile, in the city center of London, the countdown clock of
Olympic Games has drawn a lot of attentions on Trafalgar Square with bold red color reminding people the approaching of the open ceremony and warning
them to be fully prepared of the massiveness of it. Some newspapers harshly eriticized that London was too thrifty in preparing for the games, such as the reuse
of Wembley Stadium, which was built in 1934 and used as the swimming race venue in 1948, It is criticized for its old facilitics. Morcover, the extremist actions
of some young people and rioters not only left the people in a shock but also rang an alarm of the sccurity system which should have been completely upgraded.
People need to turn the bad things into good one and learn lessons to realize the multicultural dialogue in the spirit of Olympics. The date Oct. 9th is also the 17th
International Day of the World's Indigenous People themed as “Indigenous designs: celebrating stories and cultures, crafting our own future”™. Nowadays, culture
is not only a carrier of civilization and history, but also the lifestyle and existence possibility of human. As a result, culture and its diversity are engaged to serve the
public. The constant efforts of architecture and cultural workers are indispensible in almost all the countries which have thriving architecture; the support of many
scholars plays the same role in the progressing of architecture; starting from human and civilized by culture is not only the trail of architecture, but also the essence
of architectural heritage.

In September, the 10th anniversary of 9/11 will also draw international attention. We shall not only recall the world past pride of architecture World Trade Center
but also be aware of the brand new changes of New York skyline; in late September, the 24th Tokyo World Congress of Architects will also bring new concepts
to architecture. The theme of “Design 2050™ has totally focused on training the security sense of architects, showing an international change of concept which
is now designing for lives. In my opinion, the conteree will perecive the design thought of human’s new living space guarantee. An architect should never be the
advocator of ity cconomy; on the contrary, his business consciousness and social responsibility should insist “safety first” and reasonableness. This issue of Chinese
Architectural Heritage has enriched its contents including not only reports of the West Lake, a newly listed world heritage site, but also an overall exhibition such
as the outstanding works of the team of Chinese famous young and middle-aged architects on Tokyo UIA conference and reports about a series of architectural
heritage. It seems to me that the criticism system is indispensible for the CAH's academic vitality and influences, since eriticism is architecture science and culture’s
liteline. Criticism is preceded by questions which can lead to academic creation; criticism must aim at challenging the existing doctrines and theories instead of a
single person. It is important to provoke the awareness and self-confidence while facing the architectural heritage; it is important to evaluate the development of
Chinese unu thw will all humm th thum .mdﬂuu\mr of the developing Chinese Architectural Heritage.
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