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We Have Lost a Great Man

EMMIRE T DA

| AXERMELERHER (2004 £6 A 11 H)

We have lost a great president, a great American, and a great man, and I have lost a
dear friend.

In his lifetime, Ronald Reagan was such a cheerful and invigorating presence that it was
easy to forget what daunting historic tasks he set himself. He sought to mend America’s
wounded spirit, to restore the strength of the free world. These were causes hard to
accomplish and heavy with risk, yet they were pursued with almost a lightness of spirit, for
Ronald Reagan also embodied another great cause, what Arnold Bennett once called “the
great cause of cheering us all up”. His policies had a freshness and optimism that won
converts from every class and every nation, and ultimately, from the very heart of the “evil
empire” .

Yet his humour often had a purpose beyond humour. In the terrible hours after the
attempt on his life, his easy jokes gave reassurance to an anxious world. They were evidence
that in the aftermath of terror and in the midst of hysteria one great heart at least remained
sane and jocular. They were truly grace under pressure. And perhaps they signified grace of a
deeper kind. Ronnie himself certainly believed that he had been given back his life for a
purpose. As he told a priest after his recovery, “Whatever time I’ve got left now belongs to
the Big Fella upstairs'.” And surely, it is hard to deny that Ronald Reagan’s life was
providential when we look at what he achieved in the eight years that followed.

Others prophesied the decline of the West. He inspired America and its allies with
renewed faith in their mission of freedom.

Others saw only limits to growth. He transformed a stagnant economy into an engine of

opportunity.
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Others hoped, at best, for an uneasy cohabitation with the Soviet Union. He won the
Cold War, not only without firing a shot, but also by inviting enemies out of their fortress
and turning them into friends.

I cannot imagine how any diplomat or any dramatist could improve on® his words to
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Geneva summit. “Let me tell you why it is we distrust you. ”
Those words are candid and tough, and they cannot have been easy to hear. But they are also
a clear invitation to a new beginning and a new relationship that would be rooted in trust.

We live today in the world that Ronald Reagan began to reshape with those words. It is
a very different world, with different challenges and new dangers. All in all, however, it is
one of greater freedom and prosperity, one more hopeful than the world he inherited on
becoming president.

As Prime Minister, I worked closely with Ronald Reagan for eight of the most important
years of all our lives. We talked regularly, both before and after his presidency, and I’ve had
time and cause to reflect on what made him a great president.

Ronald Reagan knew his own mind®, He had firm principles and, I believe, right ones.
He expounded them clearly. He acted upon them decisively. When the world threw problems
at the White House, he was not baffled or disorientated or overwhelmed.

He knew almost instinctively what to do.

When his aides were preparing option papers for his decision, they were able to cut out
entire rafts of proposals that they knew the old man would never wear. When his allies came
under Soviet or domestic pressure, they could look confidently to Washington for firm
leadership, and when his enemies tested American resolve, they soon discovered that his
resolve was firm and unyielding.

Yet his ideas, so clear, were never simplistic. He saw the many sides of truth. Yes , he
warned that the Soviet Union had an insatiable drive for military power and territorial
expansion, but he also sensed that it was being eaten away by systemic failures impossible to
reform. Yes, he did not shrink from* denouncing Moscow’s evil empire, but he realized that
a man of good will might nonetheless emerge from within its dark corridors.

So the president resisted Soviet expansion and pressed down on® Soviet weakness at
every point. And when a man of good will did emerge from the ruins, President Reagan
stepped forward to shake his hand and to offer sincere cooperation.

Nothing was more typical of® Ronald Reagan than that large-hearted magnanimity, and
nothing was more American.

Therein lies perhaps the final explanation of his achievements. Ronald Reagan carried
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the American people with him in his great endeavours because there was perfect sympathy
between them. He and they loved America and what it stands for: freedom and opportunity
for ordinary people.

As an actor in Hollywood’s golden age, he helped to make the American dream live for
millions all over the globe. His own life was a fulfilment of that dream. He never succumbed
to’ the embarrassment some people feel about an honest expression of love of country. He
was able to say “God bless America” with equal fervour in public and in private. And so he
was able to call confidently upon his fellow countrymen to make sacrifices for America and to
make sacrifices for those who look to America for hope and rescue.

With the lever of American patriotism, he lifted up the world. And so today, the
world —in Prague, in Budapest, in Warsaw and Sofia, in Bucharest, in Kiev, and in
Moscow itself, the world mourns the passing of the great liberator and echoes his prayer: God
bless America.

Ronald Reagan’s life was rich not only in® public achievement, but also in private
happiness. Indeed, his public achievements were rooted in® his private happiness.

The great turning point of his life was his meeting and marriage with Nancy. On that,
we have the plain testimony of a loving and grateful husband. “Nancy came along and saved
my soul. ”

We share her grief today, but we also share her pride and the grief and pride of Ronnie’s
children. For the final years of his life, Ronnie’s mind was clouded by illness. That cloud
has now lifted. He is himself again, more himself than at any time on this Earth, for we may
be sure that the Big Fellow upstairs never forgets those who remember him. And as the last
Journey of this faithful pilgrim took him beyond the sunset, and as heaven’s morning broke,
I like to think, in the words of Bunyan'®, that “all the trumpets sounded on the other side” .

We here still move in twilight, but we have one beacon to guide us that Ronald Reagan
never had. We have his example. Let us give thanks today for a life that achieved so much
for all of God’s children.
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Mr Chairman, Mr President, Governor, ladies and gentlemen:

I am sensible of' the honor you do me in inviting me to give this memorial lecture. May
I thank you, Governor, your kind and generous welcome.

When my distinguished predecessor delivered his Fulton speech, exactly fifty years ago,
he journeyed hither by train in the company of the President of the United States. On the way,
they played poker to pass the time®. And the President won 75 dollars — quite a sum in those
non-inflationary times for an unemployed former Prime Minister. (Laughter) But in view of°
the historic impact of his speech on American opinion and subsequently on United States
foreign policy, Sir Winston Churchill later recorded that his loss was one of the best investments
he had ever made. (Laughter)

I did not travel here by train; nor in the company of the President of the United States;
nor did I play poker. I don’t have the right kind of face for it. (Laughter, applause) But
there is some similarity in the circumstances of fifty years ago and today.

Mr Churchill spoke not long after the Second World War. Towards the end of® that great
conflict, the wartime allies had forged new international institutions for post-war
co-operation. There was in those days great optimism, not least® in the United States, about
a world without conflict presided over benevolently by bodies like the United Nations, the
IMF, the World Bank, and the GATT. But the high hopes reposed in them were increasingly
disappointed as Stalin lowered the Iron Curtain over Eastern Europe, made no secret of® his
global ambitions and became antagonist rather than ally. Churchill’s speech here was the first
serious warning of what was afoot, and it helped to wake up the entire West.

In due course’, that speech bore rich fruit® in the new institutions forged to strengthen
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the West against Stalin’s assault. The Marshall Plan laid the foundations for Europe’s postwar
economic recovery. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization mobilized America’s allies for
mutual defense against the Soviet steamroller. And the European Coal and Steel Community,
devised to help reconcile the former European enemies, evolved over time into the European
Community.

Stalin had overplayed his hand’. By attempting to destroy international cooperation, he
succeeded in stimulating it along more realistic lines — and not Jjust through Western “Cold
War” institutions like NATO. As the West recovered and united, growing in prosperity and
confidence, so it also breathed new life into™ some of the first set of post-war institutions like
the GATT and the IMF. Without the Russians to obstruct them, these bodies helped to usher
in'"' what the Marxist historian, Eric Hobsbawm, has ruefully christened the “Golden Age of
Capitalism”. The standard of living of ordinary people rose to levels that would have
astonished our grandparents; there were regional wars, but no direct clash between the
superpowers.

None of this, however, was pre-ordained. It happened in large part because of what
Churchill said here fifty years ago. He spoke at a watershed: one set of international
institutions had shown themselves to be wanting; another had yet to be bomn.

Today we are at what could be a similar watershed. The long twilight struggle of the
Cold War ended five years ago with complete victory for the West. It ended amid high hopes
of a New World Order. But those hopes have been grievously disappointed. Bosnia,
Somalia, and the rise of Islamic militancy all point to instability and conflict rather than co-
operation and harmony.

The international bodies, in which our hopes were reposed anew after 1989 and 1991 ,
have given us neither prosperity nor security. There is a pervasive anxiety about the drift of
events. It remains to be seen whether this generation will respond to these threats with
imagination and courage of Sir Winston, President Truman, and the wise men of those
years.

But, first, how did we get to our present straits? Like the break-up of all empires, the
break-up of the Soviet empire wrought enormous changes way beyond its borders. Many of
these were indisputably for the good:

T~ @ more co-operative superpower relationship between the United States and Russia;

— the spread of democracy and civil society in Eastern Europe and the Baltics;

— better prospects for resolving regional conflicts like those in South Africa and the

Middle East, once Soviet mischief-making™ had been removed;
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