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"Text A The Icy Defender
Text B The Normandy Landings

Overview

In this unit we look at how the forces of nature can play a decisive role in
determining the outcome of a war. Severe weather is often considered a curse,
but for those facing attack it can come as a blessing, as Russia has found. Her
cruel winter has come to her aid in throwing off invaders on more than one
occasion, as we see in our first text. Our second text takes us to the prepara-
tions for the Normandy landings in the Second World War. As we shall see,
choosing the right moment when the forces of nature could be relied upon to
help or at least not hinder the assault was no easy task for those planning the
seaborne invasion. Both stories vividly illustrate the power of nature to shape
the course of history.

Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature



Part | Listening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Since ancient times, weather has played an important role in war. Listen to the recording and see how the severe winter
helped the Russians win one war after another.

7, B
The following words in the recording may be new to you:

severity n. & mythologize vt. 1£4¥E4L
scorched-earth policy £ £ # &R meteorological a. A %49
disastrous a. KXEPEEY warfare n. %
campaign n. A& casualty n. £
materiel n. 4E84h#

4 4

I Li n

Complete the following statements according to what};u have heard.

1. People often the severe Russian winter with Russian military victories.

2. When the Russian army retreated before Napoleon’s army, they

3. Failed invaders liked to of weather conditions in their failures.

4. On 27 November, 1941, General Eduard Wagner reported that they were

in both personnel and materiel.

Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature . 3.




Text A

Part Il Recading Task

They say that pride comes before a fall. In the case of both Napoleon and Hitler, the many victories
they enjoyed led them to believe that anything was possible, that nothing could stand in their way.

Russia’s icy defender was to prove them wrong.

Mew Words and Expressions

(BEGART “—RER"(HE) B

Wil

BEABEMART ‘HBE

K7(7<R) MIRIC; RIERRMAR
w CERER” MRl BRART
BRI

in the

case of as far as ... is con-

cerned £F, #k---k#
stand / get / be in the way prevent

from

doing sth. 3%i8; 4%

emperor /'empara(r)/ n. the ruler of
an empire 24; BE
resistance /r1'zistons/ n. opposition

to sb

Jsth., esp. a political or mili-

tary opponent; refusal to accept sth.

new,

such as a plan, idea, or change

A, RAF
homeland / 'haumland/ n. one’s na-
tive country #8E; K%
devastating * /'devastertiy/ a. caus-
ing great destruction % Rt &4
raw /ro¥/ a. cold and wet; not cooked

or processed A%49; A 44; Kin

I

bleak* /blitk/ a. cold and miserable;
depressing AR Fey; EFd

launch /lomtf/ vr. start; send (sth.)
on its course F#5; KA

unequaled /an'itkwald/ a. superior to
all others Ay

campaign /kem'pein/ n. a series of

milit:

ary operations or planned ac-

tivities with a particular aim &%

&

EF)

border /'bo:da(r)/ n. the line divid-
ing two countries or areas; the land

near

this line &5 G&RX)

efficient /1'fifant/ a. able to work

well
sult

or producing a satisfactory re-
without wasting time or re-

sources #E FHe

equip /t'’kwip/ vt. provide with what
is necessary for doing sth. ¥4,
e &

Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature

The Icy Defender’
Nifa B. Smith

1 In 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of the French,
led his Grand Army into Russia. He was prepared for the
fierce resistance of the Russian people defending their
homeland. He was prepared for the long march across Rus-
sian soil to Moscow, the capital city. But he was not prepared
for the devastating enemy that met him in Moscow — the
raw, bitter, bleak Russian winter.

2 In 1941, Adolf Hitler, leader of Nazi Germany, launched
an attack against the Soviet Union, as Russia then was called.
Hitler’s military might was unequaled. His war machine had
mowed down resistance in most of Europe. Hitler expected
a short campaign but, like Napoleon before him, was taught
a painful lesson. The Russian winter again came to the aid of

the Soviet soldiers.

Napoleon’s Campaign
3 In the spring of 1812, Napoleon assembled an army of
six hundred thousand men on the borders of Russia. The sol-

diers were well trained, efficient, and well equipped. This mili-



