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Preface

Ithe 20th century is the greatest in the history of creation and discovery. During
the period of 100 years, every event, figure and discovery that once shocked
mankind has been or is to be written in history, which will influence the progress of
the future.

Under the circumstances of globalization, it is inevitable for people to strive for

modernization and to return to nature. People pay much attention to the origin of
life on earth and to its own evolution. Many historical mysteries in Guizhou are
expected to be explained. A series of archaeological findings have proved, without a
doubt, that Guizhou is one of the birthplaces of Chinese ancestors. In 1982 at
Balang of Taijiang County, a site was found full of early lebensspur and plentiful
faunas 520 million years ago. Its value to the study on the origin of biology and its

evaluation exceeds that of Burgis paleofossile groups 515 million years ago
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discovered in Canada in 1909. This not only arouses the interests of scholars at
home and abroad in their researches on the origin of life on earth, but also attracts
people’ s attention to Guizhou.

As is the missing link in the human evolution, so is the mystery in the recorded
stories of the Yelang Kingdom in Guizhou ancient History. However, it has been
proved that Guizhou is one of the keys to solving the mysteries of the origin of earth

and human beings, as well as the Chinese history.

Different works have been published with different opinions by scholars' studies
on the history of Yelang, especially since the Qing Dynasty. After the founding of New

China, the findings of Yelang have brought about an unprecedented Yelang fever

through domestic and overseas media. Guizhou and its neighboring regions have
seen a discovery and exploration of the Yelang culture for the socialist material and
moral progress, for the development of tourism in particular. The studies of Yelang

go beyond academic institutions to market and the elite culture mixes itself with the




mass culture, which fully demonstrates the uncertainty of the Yelang history and the
Yelang culture so as to add to people’ s curio city..

Yelang vanished from history. On one hand, people make efforts to detect facts
from the unearthed objects and historical accounts. On the other hand, they try
their best to find sources from existing ethnic cultures. Just as experts point out that
all the value of Yelang and its culture reflects both in the objective historic records
of 2000 years ago and in the scientific recognition and its ever-lasting charms, as
well as new concerns from people. The Yelang culture is a beautiful flower among
the ancient ethnic cultures in the Southwest.

The Yelang culture is regarded as part of the regional multi-culture of Guizhou
steming from the magic karst land area with its local features and rich connotations.
This culture deserves preserving like the Bashu Culture, Dian Culture , Chu Culture
and Nanyue Culture that were co-existing and shining in the same period.

Usually, an abstract concept is obscure in image, whereas, an image, whether it
is dim or clear, leaves a deep impression on mind. The picture album about Yelang
edited by the Guiyang Municipal Association for External Cultural Exchange is a
response to the Yelang fever , which introduces Yelang and its ancient civilization
with vivid pictures, in a philosophical manner and different angles. The album
combines the proof of existence of Yelang in Guizhou with the colourful Yelang
culture for readers' enjoyment. Readers can acquire historical knowledge in
curiosity and surprise. They can know further about Guizhou and Guiyang with an
aesthetic taste. We hope that this picture album will play a role in removing the
historical misunderstandings and uncovering the mystery of Yelang so that the
unperished cultural-genetic codes deeply embodied in Guizhou will be interpreted.
The resources of the Yelang Culture can be used to make the splendid history and

culture of Guizhou and Guivang known to the world.
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ocoted in Southwest Chmo there is a moglc,

fantastic and charming ploce. Its name s
Guizhéu wherer fhe four séosons o}e like sprihg.
The climate is pleasant reputed as natural air-
conditioning. Guizhou has a karst land form with
grand waterfalls, underground caves, large
fores’rs,‘ as well as lakes, valleys, gullies and
chdﬁhels This is a giant museum of ethruc
cultureswwhere many ancient civilizations have
béen preserved intact. Passing through the
mystic historical tunnel, we will go back to

ancient fimes fo touch the spirit of Yelang.
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Guizhou-the Native Land of Yelang




TOUEHING THE SPIRIT e W ELANG




i 1 #SHm |- Flying <<o+m:o=lm_

Guizhou-the Native Land of Yelang
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