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Message

In the 2 1st century, Mexico not only wishes to show the world the maturity of the politi-
cal changes, economic progress and social transformation that we have brought about, but
also to disseminate knowledge of our culture, which is cornerstone and the comparative
advantage of our foreign policy. Our intention is sustained by the depth of our history, our
colorful traditions and the vast wealth of our art. Our best letter of introduction is our culture,
understand as the crystallization of many processes which in the course of our long history,
have merged to draw the face of Mexico.

[ feel proud to present this exhibition of the “Maya Treasures from Mexico” to the
people of Shanghai, and I celebrate the will of the Chinese and Mexican governments to
cooperate in all spheres. This trip of the Mayas to Shanghai symbolizes the convergence, of
the two of the world’s greatest original cultures, whose dignity, character and vigor are ever
present in our spirit.

“Maya Treasures from Mexico” will bring viewers closer to one of the most enigmatic,
sophisticated and advanced civilizations of antiquity. It is the largest and most important
collection of Mexican archaeological pieces ever shown in China.

With this exhibition we strengthen even further our bonds of friendship and add one
more link to the long chain that has historically united the peoples of China and Mexico.

The mythical trips of the “Galleon from China”, were the starting point of an ongoing
flow of Chinese images, symbols and representations that had a direct influence on Mexi-
can art, evident in the intricate designs of “Talavera™ pottery wares and the colorful gar-
ments of the “China poblana™. '

It is significant that Shanghai is hosting this exhibit. First of all, because China is a
cultural center and the most ancient living civilization in the world. Secondly, because the
Shanghai Museum, where the exhibit will be shown, is a symbol of manking’s need to
reconcile an age of change and technological innovation with the deepest roots of our
civilization.

Our greatest interest lies not only in promoting greater closeness between our govern-
ments and in seeking possibilities of cooperation and complemention in all fields, but also
in fostering the reciprocal knowledge and understanding of our cultures. In such knowledge
and understanding lies the seed of truly lasting spiritual link.

[ wish to thank the Chinese and Mexican institutions that have made it possible to present
this exhibit. They have given the people of Shanghai the opportunity to appreciate a cultural
event of great significance. We hope that it will remain as one of their most cherished

memories.

Vicente Fox Quesada

President of Mexico
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Message

The exhibition of “Maya Treasures from Mexico” now in Shanghai is a momen-
tous event which, at the beginning of this century, furthers cultural exchange and friend-
ship between the peoples of China and Mexico. In the name of the city of Shanghai and
its people, I extend congratulations.

The four great civilizations of the world have all developed in drainage basins, but
the Maya civilization stands out because of its birth in the deep tropical forests. The
Mayas, with their diligence and intelligence, reached a high level of agriculture, math-
ematics and astronomy. They constructed great stone pyramids, steles and many cities
in the deep forests, despite the absence of metal tools and animal-draw vehicles. Many
crops cultivated by Mayas, corn for example, were introduced to the world and thereby
contributed to human civilization.

Cultural exchange is the process of sharing the fruits of our civilizations, as evi-
denced by this exhibition. The 100 cultural artifacts shown in this exhibition reflect the
splendour of the Mayan civilization. We, the people of Shanghai, are full of admiration
for the long and continuous Mexican civilization.

I sincerely wish the exhibition every success!

Xu Kuangdi
Mayor of Shanghai
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Foreword

The Ancient Indian Civilization strides across the American Continents from North to
South, it covers various local civilizations created by different ethnic groups. Maya in
Mesoamerica extensively attracts our attention with its unique splendid civilization.

The Mayan Civilization is estimated to exist between three to four thousands years
back from the 16th century; it used to flourish over an area of 300,000 square kilometers,
where we call Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador today. The Mayas,
the creators of the Mayan Civilization, were highly intelligent people. They not only had
founded well-developed agriculture, handicraft and commerce, but also built up hundreds
of perfectly designed cities. They had invented hieroglyph, which is comparable to that of
the ancient Egypt, as well as that of China. They had devoted intensively to the studies on
astrology, created complex calendars, and constructed a sophisticated mathematic system...
In art, the achievements of the Mayas are as well inspiring—those pyramids and temples,
which combined religious worships and astrology, the gigantic frescos with vivid colors,
and those steles with fine relievos, all of them are treasures of mankind. The Mayas wor-
shipped all kinds of deities above the nature with absolute fidelity; and with their boundless
imaginations, they created countless enigmatic images of gods and ghosts; on the other
hand, they would not forget the worldly enjoyment, and had presented it with great
enthusiasm. On account of these, the Mayan art is all the more colorful. The genuine emo-
tion perfectly combines with the extraordinary form, the Mayan art has shown its timeless
charm.

Although the Mayan Civilization declined long time ago, and our knowledge to it is
rather limited due to the lack of historic documents and the fragmentation of relics, it still
radiates with glorious splendor. It is one of the most important representatives of the ancient
human civilization.

Today, the Shanghai Museum gladly welcomes the arrival of 100 pieces of the Mayan
art treasures from Mexico, which enables the visitors to have a glimpse of the mystic glam-
our of this remote civilization. We hope that this exhibition will lead us to the Indian Civi-

lization on the other side of the ocean.

Chen Xiejun
Director

Shanghai Museum
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Foreword

The Mexicans, like the Chinese, are proud of their past, and the Mayan culture is of central importance in
Mexico's history.

The Mayan civilization flowered in an environment of extraordinary landscapes crisscrossed by brimming
rivers. This land was inhabited by magnificent animals, such as jaguars, toucans, quetzals, monkeys and deer.
The Maya lived in forests and jungles. and along the edge of beaches, which are among the most beautiful areas
in the world.

This world is reflected in the strength and vitality of the creations of the Maya: their buildings and monuments,
sculptures and murals. The Maya was a warrior race who originally came from the Mexican states of Tabasco,
Campeche, Yucatan, Quintana Roo. and Chiapas as well as from a large area of Mesoamerica.

Currently, Mexico has identified approximately 300 settlements as Mayan origins. These include both
large cities and small communities. The study of these settlements provides information about these past
inhabitants. The extent of the settlements allows us to conclude that in ancient Mesoamerica the Maya occupied
an area of close to 350 thousand square kilometers on land, that today forms part of Mexico, El Salvador,
Guatemala. Honduras and Belize.

The mystery of why the Maya abandoned their urban centers with their monumental religious, military and
civil buildings remains to be revealed by future research.

The Maya were navigators and masters of the Caribbean. They observed both the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans. They invented the number zero before it was known in India, and they were accomplished astronomers
and architects. Today, millions of Mexicans are proud as descendants of the Maya and they maintain traditions,
ways of thinking, and customs inherited from their ancestors. Many. in fact, still speak one of the more than 25
Mayan native languages.

From an inspection of the works in this exhibition. it is evident that many of them were originally utilitarian
or decorative. However, the patina of time has turned them into works of art.

When Beijing became the capital of China during the 13th century, the Mayan people were living in what
is known now as the Classical Period. This was a period of enlightenment in ancient Mexico during which great
artistic, cultural. economic, political, military, scientific and technological accomplishments were achieved.

It is important to realize that the Mayan solar calendar, based on precise calculations, was more accurate
than the Gregorian Calendar, which for centuries was disseminated and used throughout the Western world.

Their astronomical achievements were also surprising. They calculated the orbit of Venus, for example.

The Mayan world is one of Mexico's mother cultures and the splendor that continues to radiate since those
times is evident in this exhibition.

With these 100 pieces, we celebrate the grandeur of Mexico's past and we also celebrate the possibility of
sharing this grandeur with a nation glorying in equally strong roots.

This enormous collection of pieces that have endured through time is the repository of the memory of our
people.

It is therefore of vital importance for my government to carry out research, rescue, conservation and dis-
semination of information in relation to the historical patrimony of the Mexican people with an attitude of
respect and care.

When we see the reflections of ancient splendors--the signs that ancient cultures have sent us from the
past—we find ourselves repeating, with admiration, the wise words of Lao Tse: That which is well established
cannot be uprooted. That which is well preserved will not be lost. He who bequeaths his memories to his
children and grand children will never die.

It is my best wish that this exhibition will continue to strengthen our great friendship.

Sara G. Bermudez
President
Mexican Council for Culture and the Arts
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