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esp. = especially (4F7]) ; fml. = formal (XA %) ;

ger. = gerund (3417 ) ; i.e. = that is / namely (Bl ,#%t %) ;
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To the Students and English Learners

Practice is the way to success. Leonardo da Vinci had practiced drawing
eggs thousands of times before he became one of the greatest painters in the
world. First few times, curiously; next time, unwillingly; then more times, dili-
gently and delightedly, purposefully and productively. Similarly, one needs to
practice basic English skills this way before he/she becomes skillful with the
English language as a tool to communicate. Excellence is not a theory, or an act;
it is a habit. Here you are on the way to your achievements by developing the
good habit.
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Learn to Study

7 1. Try to Find the Gems (TFG)

You might have learned of the saying, “It is never too old to learn.” Please fill in the blanks with

proper words to make the following sentences meaningful as well as grammatical.

1. and learn.
2. There is no road to learning.
3. Learning without is labor lost.

</ Il. Global Listening and Reading (GLR)
Please take the following FOUR steps to learn effectively.

Step One
Listen to each of the passages and then read the ten statements and questions following it.
For Statements 1-8 , write on the line before each statement :
T (for True) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
F (for False) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for Not Given) if the statement is not given in the passage.
For Questions 9-10, write the answers on the lines according to the passage you have just listened to.
Step Two )
If the passage proves to be too difficult for you to understand by the first listening , then look at the list of the
new words and read them aloud before listening to the passage again.
Step Three
If you still have difficulty in understanding some parts of it by the second listening , then read the audio script
in detail to improve your understanding. And check your answers to the ten statements and questions.
Step Four
Now if you can understand the material well by reading, listen to the record again for consolidation of
listening comprehension without glancing at the audio script.

Passage 1 English and Spanish Speakers Learn Together, and from Each Other

> Statements and Questions
1. Several ways to teach foreign languages are offered by hundreds of American schools.

2. The method named dual or two-way immersion is a traditional way of teaching foreign languages
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in American schools.

3. All of Helen Arzola’s kindergarteners from English-speaking families heard Spanish before.

4. The dual-language program aims to teach all Hispanic children English.

5. Hispanic children can not learn English well unless they have a good command of their first
language.

6. Some people doubt if bilingual education is sufficient in terms of English learning.

7. Pro-English is an international nonprofit group.

8. A national survey found that more public elementary and middle schools taught French,
German, Russian or Japanese in recent years.

9. Why do some schools say a federal education law from the last administration has hurt language

teaching?

10. Schools face problems like and

< New Words to Learn before Listening to the Passage Again <

1. immersion [i'ma: fn] n. | LB, B

2. the Pledge of Allegiance [ 'pled3, av, 'lixdzans ] proiml Eg&i‘f(%@}dﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ"
HFMERE )

3. academic [ jko'demik ] L ey bse B L SRR, %&H‘J %39‘]

4. executive [ ig'zekjotiv ] : a. . ﬁ‘ﬁ{% o

5. skeptical [ 'skeptikl ] : ; . ﬁ;uﬂ{] .

= Aud/o Scr/pt for Further Understanding

In the last ten years, hundreds of American schools have begun to
offer a new way to teach foreign languages. This method is called dual or
two-way immersion'. Here is how it works at London Towne Elementary
School in Centreville, Virginia, outside Washington. In some classes,
only Spanish is spoken, even during the Pledge of Allegiance’— a
morning tradition for American schoolchildren. And this is a second grade

class where the children learn math and other subjects completely in

Spanish. Later in the day they learn only in English. Half of the children
are from families that speak Spanish at home. The other half are native English speakers. Myra Olmeda is the teacher.

MYRA OLMEDA: “When these both groups come together, they’re learning, you know, one from the other —
which is the greatest thing that is happening. ”

Helen Arzola teaches the youngest children.

HELEN ARZOLA: “A child before eight is a language learning machine. That’s their reason for being, for the
most part. So this is the time to learn a language. ”

She says her kindergarteners from English-speaking families may have never heard Spanish before. And she says
children from Spanish-speaking families benefit from learning in their own language.

HELEN ARZOLA: “The goal of the dual-language program is to teach low-income Hispanic children English —
good English, social English and academic’ English. And that can only happen if they have a good, solid foundation
in their first language. ”

But some people are still not sure about these programs. They say bilingual education has not always taught Hispanic
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students enough English. K. C. McAlpin is executive’ director of a national nonprofit group called Pro-English.

K. C. MCALPIN: “The experience of history has made us a bit skeptical’ , OK? Because it’s another thing that
sounds like on the surface is a great idea. ”

London Towne Elementary is in Fairfax County, Virginia. The county also offers immersion programs in French,
German and Japanese. One sixth grader at London Towne says it’s not like traditional teaching.

DANIEL SHANK-ROWE: “It’s really just like being in the environment where everyone’s talking Spanish. You
just catch on.”

Another student says she likes to learn other languages. But a national survey found that in recent years foreign
language teaching decreased in public elementary and middle schools. Fewer schools teach French, German, Russian
or Japanese. Some schools say a federal education law from the last administration has hurt language teaching. This law
only requires testing of progress in math and reading. Schools also face language teacher shortages, and now budget

cuts caused by the economy. (427 words)

@ Passage 2 Going Digital: the Future of College Textbooks?

= Statements and Questions

1. Charles Schmidt says electronic textbooks now account for two to three percent of sales.

__ 2.The average college student in America can not afford their textbooks any more.

_ 3. Students have access to online versions for many of the most popular college textbooks.

4.1In the test, the students in Northwest Missouri State University rent textbooks in order to
save money.

5. Northwest Missouri State University tested the e-textbooks with seven thousand of its students.

6. In the survey, 56% of students reported that downloading the books from the Internet was
easy.

7. Administrators are disappointed with the e-textbooks now available because only the minority
are interactive.

_ 8. None of the e-books available now is interactive.

9. What will happen if more digital books include video, activities, games and other ways to interact

with the information?

10. According to Charles Schmidt, electronic textbooks are expected to reach ten to fifteen percent
by

< New Words to Learn before Listening to the Passage Again <

1 available [hveilobl] . AMEN 3. downloading [ d

2. administrators [ od'ministreita(r)z] n. (pl.) 4. physical [ 'fizikl i
ﬁﬁgﬂ% : S intexactive [ intar wktlv]" - L. ;ﬁﬁ:ﬁ%}

= Audio Script for Further Understanding

The average college student in America spent an estimated seven hundred dollars on textbooks last year. The
National Association of College Stores reported more than five billion dollars in sales of textbooks and course
materials. Association spokesman Charles Schmidt says electronic textbooks now represent just two to three percent of

sales. But he says that is expected to reach ten to fifteen percent by 2012. Online versions are now available' for many



of the most popular college textbooks. E-textbooks can cost half the price of a new print
textbook. But students usually lose access after the end of the term. And the books cannot be
placed on more than one device, so they are not easy to share. So what do students think of
etextbooks? Administrators’ at Northwest Missouri State University wanted to find out.
Earlier this year they tested them with five hundred students in twenty classes. The

university is unusual. It not only provides laptop computers to all seven thousand of its full-

time students. It does not require students to buy their textbooks either. They rent them to
save money. The school aims to save even more by moving to e-textbooks. The students in the survey reported that
downloading’ the books from the Internet was easy. They liked the idea of carrying lighter backpacks. And fifty-six
percent said they were better able to find information. But most found that using e-textbooks did not change their study
habits. And sixty percent felt they read more when they were reading on paper. In all, almost half the students said
they still liked physical® textbooks better.

But the survey found that cost could be a big influence. Fifty-five percent said they would choose e-textbooks if
using them meant their textbook rental fee would not increase. Roger Von Holzen heads the Center for Information
Technology in Education at Northwest Missouri State. He tells us that administrators are disappointed with the
etexthooks now available because the majority are not interactive’. He thinks growth will come when more digital
books include video, activities, games and other ways to interact with the information. The technology is improving.

But for now, most of the books are just words on a screen. (365 words)

\7"’ lll. Information Related to the Text (IRT)
History of Online Education

Online education has created possibilities that
previous generations couldn’t even fathom (#EJ ). Literally,
students can earn their entire degree at home, by working
when it’s convenient for them, while wearing their pajamas.
This amazing innovation has allowed for greater access to
universities and targeted specializations (% \l45i4 ) that may
not be locally available. It has also been especially beneficial

for working adults or stay-at-home parents who are eager to

earn a degree. So, how did online education programs get

started? The history of online education extends back further than you may think, with the very first
virtual classroom environments being created in the 1960s. In University of Illinois, scientists created
a classroom system based on linked computer terminals. There, students were able to get access to
informational resources while listening to a professor whose lectures were brought in remotely, via
some form of television or audio device.

E-learning began at jusi about the same time that a
computer was developed for personal practical use. In fact, the
concept and practice of distance learning predates (f.7F*) the
computer area by almost 100 years. In England, in 1840,
shorthand classes were being offered by correspondence courses
( PRFZIRAE) through the mail. The improvements to the postal

service made this method of distance learning popular in the

early part of the last century. This led to a large number of

“through the mail” type of educational programs. The computer only made distance learning easy
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and better. Television, video recorders, and even radio have all made a contribution to distance
learning.

Certainly not a form of “online learning” that stands up to the web learning of today, but it was
the beginning of enhanced distance learning and the utilization ( F| ) of computer resources for
educational purposes.

Universities quickly began to take advantage of these new
resources by offering distance learning courses, using computer
networking for information and resource sharing, and more. By
the mid-1980s, college resources frequently included online
access to course information and student networking tools.

Online courses only began emerging in the late 1980s,

with some moderate success. The concept was further

popularized as major corporations began using similar utilities
to trim their training budgets. While businesses began with software training programs, the largest
corporations started utilizing online tools to minimize software distribution (4344) costs.

Another phenomenon that contributed to online learning was the correspondence school. The
original correspondence schools worked in a very straightforward way: You registered ( {£iff) by
mail , received materials by mail, then mailed the course work back for grading upon completion.

As the digital age swept across the nation, the correspondence school became more grounded in
the virtual world, and the first online correspondence school, the University of Phoenix, made its
way onto the scene in 1989. It was not a fully accredited (TA ][, S-S 4& 1) institution at that
time, however, and it was not until 1993 that the first accredited university, the Jones International
University, really opened the floodgates.

It was at this same time that a new innovation in the online world made more universities of this
kind possible: the Mosaic ( %3 B B ) WEB I %i#8) web interface ( 5t ). This was the first
eraphic ( [EJE 1) interface that reached out to more common users, allowing for unprecedented ( {ij
JTA A ) access and support. Since that time, hundreds of standard universities have started
offering a variety of online courses.

Many institutions, as well as a number of digital correspondence schools, offer full degrees
online. As the web continued to open doors, these universities expanded their degree selection. These
days, it’s literally possible to graduate with the degree of your choice without ever having to set foot

in a classroom.

The Past of Online Learning
Distance learning, which includes online education, is nothing new. By the end of the
19th century, schools were beginning to offer correspondence courses in which teachers and students
communicated about assignments (fE)l2) by mail. One of the first private corréspondence schools in
the U. S. was opened in Boston in 1873. That same year, Illinois Wesleyan University became the
first U. S. institution to offer courses by correspondence.
As the job market developed post-industrialization ( J& Tl 4f¥ ), the need for convenient and
affordable education options became more prominent. Both correspondence courses, and today’ s
modern incarnation of online learning grew out of the same need for flexible, cost-effective general

and professional education.
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Online distance learning actually began earlier than you might think. In 1983, Nova University
in Florida started to use online technology in education, and by 1986, QuantumLink Tutoring Center
and Community College became the first entirely online educational institution. As technology
developed over the last 20 years, online education programs expanded as well. In fact, according to
the 2009 Instructional Technology Council (ITC) survey, now demand for distance learning in some

cases is outpacing supply.

The Present of Online Learning
In a 2008 ITC survey, community colleges were reporting an increase in enrollment in

distance education programs of 22 percent. Enrollments and course offerings have only continued to
increase through 2010.

One of the chief concerns regarding distance education has always been quality. This fear is
lessening (Ji /1> ), though, as more and more colleges and universities are offering a variety of
accredited online options ( #% #£ ¢ ). The Sloan Consortium, a collection of institutions and
organizations committed to quality online education, noted that in 2008, over 4. 6 million students
were taking at least one course online.

In terms of degrees, a new student can choose from a huge variety of online courses and pursue
one of dozens of degree programs. Institutions now offer online associate, bachelor’s, master’s, and

doctoral degrees.

The Future of Online Learning

An increasing number of schools are offering online education options. Unlike older
methods of distance education, the internet enables real-time ( ZZHT () ) , interactive ( H.3h1))
participation, thus more closely approximating (4% iT) the traditional classroom experience than
prior correspondence courses. The perception (W7 ) in the past was that online programs were not
as closely as effective as traditional programs; however, as the popularity and breadth of these
programs increase, in a way, so does their quality. More organizations are becoming involved in
assessing (i) the quality of online education, more programs are becoming accredited, and a
greater number of highly regarded schools are beginning to offer online coursework. Moreover, a 2009
U. S. Department of Education study actually found that the most effective learning was a combination
of online and face-to-face education. (1,160 words)
Now please read the following statements 1-10, and write
T (for True) if the statement agrees with the information given in the paragraphs;
F (for False) if the statement contradicts the information given in the paragraphs ;
NG (for Not Given) if the statement is not given in the paragraphs.

= Statements

1. The very first vittual classroom environments were created in the 1980s.

2. The concept and practice of distance learning predates the computer area by almost 100
years.

3. In the late 1980s, major companies started using online tools to trim their training budgets.

4. Television did not make a contribution to distance learning.

5. The first qualified university, the Jones International University, really opened the floodgates
in 1993.
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6. The Mosaic web interface in the online world made it possible for more universities to offer a
variety of online courses.

7. Allowing for unprecedented access and support, the first graphic interface reached out to
more common users.

8. Many institutions and a number of digital correspondence schools can not offer full degrees
online.

9. Correspondence courses and today’s online learning grew out of the different needs for flexible,
cost-effective general and professional education.

10. In the future, the quality of traditional programs will be ignored.

\;’W IV. Confusing Vocabulary Discrimination (CVD)

1. [reward]n. (1) something given or received in return for worthy behavior; e. g. 1) Now as a reward for
her good-nature, she has got a large sum of money. ( BUAE , VE it i35 B PENE AOHREN , i 375 T — K%
#.) 2) reward and punish system (& JE ) (2) payment made in return for a service rendered:
e. g claim a reward ( ZREUHRH )

v. to give sth. to sb. in recognition of his behavior or actions: e. g. reward exceptional performance (#.Jih7k
B
[award]n. something given for victory or superiority in a contest or competition or for winning a lottery :
e. g. The actress won an Academy Award for her role in the film Gone with the Wind. ( BV 57t fi T b 7E H
SO s Y A T AR BT R &R )
v. to make an official decision to give sth. to sb. as payment, prize, etc. , especially as an honor: e. g. The
Department of Education awarded the educator a prize for lifetime achievement. ( ﬂ%%ﬂ{&%ﬁﬁ\iﬁ%‘%%
B % )
[t%% ;[ reward ] [ award )
reward 5 24 B M1t , AN5RIHZEE . e. g. Kindness received is the reward for kindness given. (35
AHER.)
award f5 TR 3 FENK L e o {znnual award (AEREH.)

2. [ former] adj. referring to the first of two things or persons mentioned (or the earlier one or ones of
several ) : e. g. 1) Of the two, the latter is better than the former. ( lWEIPIE |, J5 & LLRTE U, ) 2) the former
president of the United States ( 35 FE R E48)

[ formal]adj. done in a proper or regular form: e. g. a formal visit (—YRIEZN3A))

3. [ unlike] prep. different from; not like; not equal as in strength: e. g. Unlike the past, China now has
genuine economic competition. (NGt %, PEMACH T HIEMEF S T,)

[ dislike]v. not to like sb. /sth. : e. g. We dislike to have anyone absolutely obey us. ( F&f 1/ MATAT A
XFFRATT4E XS AR o)

4. [ success]n. the achievement of something desired or planned: e. g. His invention is a great success. ({1
KRN E R )

[ succession ] n. the act or process of following in order or sequence: e. g. We suffered from a succession of

defeats. (MU T —HEHRHIRIL )
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5. [ affect]v. to have an influence upon: e. g. He was much affected by the sad news. (XAEHIIH BAd R
ZHM )
[ effect]n. (have an ~ on/upon) something brought about by a cause or agent; result: e. g. This has a
great effect on the future of the son. (XX} JLFHIRTIEA R KRN )
v. to produce sth. as a result; to cause sth. to occur, bring about: e. g. The financial crisis effected changes
all over the world. (3X3%EREFENLIE T A2 %4 T 284K, )
[infect] ». to make a disease spread to a person, an animal or a plant:e. g. The virus can infect even
vaccinated people. (XTI BEH: 2 AT DUBYLFERN S E W AN o)
[ affection]n. (have ~ for) the feeling of liking or loving toward another: e. g. I have a great affection for
my parents. (FRARZFRAILEE,)
[ influence]n. (have an ~ on/upon) a power indirectly or intangibly affecting a person or a course of
events: e.g. My father had a great influence on my career. (F&[1AC 35X AL E K, )
v. to have power over, to cause a change in the character, thought or action of sh. . e. g. influence public
opinion through the mass media (381 K ARAELEH T i B4 )
%% . [ affect] [ effect] [ infect] [ affection] [ influence ]
affect HRBVEZNIR] , — e M8 00 A R A2, JF R IREATE 1ML : e. g. Reading in the
sunlight has affected my eyesight. (7EFHY6 F & B TIRAM A1 ,)
effect A IAEBNIAE] , WAl IVES 1], effect E2 TR, $5 5200 (555 . e. g. Some computer games have a
misleading effect on children. (47 H IR¥F XX F 7= A1k T ) VEShiRIET AR Y IE:C A9 A, #85¢2
B 5= 4: s e. g. The wholesale merchants tried to effect a reduction in costs. (3% B {177 B FEAE
W)
infect SR FIH R b JEAR EAGSEI , DL R B 915 3% . e. g 1) The speaker infected the audience with
his enthusiasm. ({EPFE UL H S HRUEREL TWFAR.) 2) Poisonous gases infect the air. (HESKG
Pez5Ro)
affection S REVEA4 1] , T4 R0 , (L5 AT R LA KBNS , 1BEK love 12, FAVE B B0 R 2
B Z D EIR IR AT se. g Parents have affection for their children. (AXHEE#ERZMATHIT%T.)
influence 38 % 8 38 i 13 AT Ry SO 715 4 S Xt — A4~ A B9 A7 ai BB AR 7 2 v R R R A S i
e. g. His great mind influenced the growth of the generation. (fifh KIEARE W T —(C ALK .)
6. [ favorable]adj. advantageous; helpful: e. g. They gave us favorable terms. (ffi145 T A& .)
[ favorite] adj. liked or preferred above others: e. g. What is your favorite book? (& B4 457)
7. [ discover ]v. to be the first to find, learn of, or observe: e. g. He discovered a new chemical element. (i
BT —RifonE )
[ create]v. to cause sth. to exist; to bring sth. into being; to originate: e. g. God created the universe out of
darkness and chaos. (b7 fE BB IR TG T @3 T 5% )
[invent]s. to come up with (an idea, plan, explanation, theory, or principle ) after a mental effort:
e. g. He quitted his job in order to invent a new machine. (kT & W H LA e T T4E.)
8. [living]adj. still in existence: e. g. living things (4:4))
[ alive]adj. having life; in a living state: e. g. She must be alive. (li—ERTEE )
[live] [laiv] adj. of current interest: e. g. a live topic (—/3[ T3 f5)
[lively]adj. full of life; vigorous; energetic: e. g. Children are usually lively. (#ZFEHRIEK.)




