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] Yoreword

In addition to rich textual materials of documents, books, and records, there are many pictorial ones in China. Wanghuiyao
(The Record of Kings” Meetings) and Huangqinzhigongtu (The Paintings of Ethnic Groups of Magistrates Presenting Goods to
the Emperor) belong to the latter and are the most important parts of these things in China. However, being restricted by
ancient technology, the textual materials have been handed down and studied well for a long time, but pictorial materials seem
more difficult to be done like this. So many research fellows only know the names of these pictorial materials and are unable to
find a chance to appreciate them with their own eyes in their lifetimes. Nowadays, although re-carving and reprinting technology
isn't a problem any more, authentic paintings left among different units and hands are even harder to be pooled for publishing
than to solve a technological problem.

Baimiaotu (A Hundred Miao Paintings) is an imitation of Chen Hao's Bashier Zhong Miaotu Bingshuo (Eighty-two Kinds
of Miao Paintings and Their Introduction). Chen Hao was once appointed a county magistrate Bazhailimiaotongzhi (an archaic
rank). This book was based on the books and records for which he was responsible, assisted by some practical investigations. It's
a historic book on Guizhou's ethnic groups. Like other pictorial materials, due to the limitation of printing technology at that
time, although its textual section has been known well after being carried in Qianji (Guizhou's Records) written by Li Zhongfang,
however, the pictorial section has become a rare cultural relic. Generation after generation, if the research fellows would not use
their personal influence in society and spend much money to copy, they could not touch these precious paintings. Till today,
owing to their attentiveness and spending a large amount of money to copy, over a hundred and seventy private copies have
appeared at home and abroad, but Chen's original work has not been found yet. The collectors of the private copies can't
recognize their value, and some of them lack good knowledge in this field to do further study, so this valuable cultural heritage
has been shelved for a long time. For research fellows and appreciators who don't have any opportunities to see these precious
cultural relics, we have to say it's a great pity in exploration and arrangement of pictorial materials in our country.

After eight years of hard work, we have collected eleven private copies handed down from ancient times within Guizhou
Province. With the assent of collectors and their allowance of republishing, we edited eleven private copies together and devoted
them to our readers. Although these private copies in the book don’t account for ten percent of the copies that exist, we still
have made a breakthrough study in the following three aspects. Firstly, we are able to make a horizontal and longitudinal
comparative study of the private copies between different times and backgrounds for the first time. We can fundamentally
recover the original appearance of Chen Hao's work, and see clearly the clues of how each private copy was handed down, laying
a good foundation for identifying the copy's value and further study of these cultural relics. Secondly, Baimiaotu is a strongly
regional book of that period. It's not easy to master the rich information provided by the book, especially for research fellows
who are not familiar with Guizhou's history and culture. We organized and mobilized a group of experts who do know the
circumstances of Guizhou Province. After systematic study, we have excavated, arranged, and explained what is contained in
Baimiaotu in order to let our readers fully understand the profound meaning of the original book. It's a bridge that connects the
information between the ancient and the present. Thirdly, we have used the most advanced printing technology in the course
of reprinting to keep the original appearance of the private copies of the authentic paintings as much as possible, make it an
elegant album of paintings, and let it become believable material in the exploration of the history of Chinese painting and the
paintings of local conditions and customs.

Through our concrete study, we have reached the common understanding of the value of these pictures in our hands. We
all agree that they have irreplaceable functions in the following four aspects. Firstly, Chen Hao's original intention was to
combine paintings and texts together in order to complement, confirm, and introduce them both. The loss of paintings is like
the loss of a lot of precious materials. The texts of Qing Miao (Green Miao) in Baimiaotu don't mention a word about Qing
Miao's marriage custom, and their styles are very close to Chen Hao's early paintings, describing vividly the wedding ceremony




of Qing Miao. If there were not these paintings, this early custom of Qing Miao would never be known to us. For another
example, the texts of Yetou Miao (Miao people who lived in the place of Yetou) in Baimiaotu also don't mention a word about
the local Miao people who knew how to use shuizhuan tongche (a wheeled machine turned by water force), and this image was
painted clearly in the early paintings so we have material evidence to know the history of this advanced tool used by the Miao
people. Secondly, imitators of different times probably misunderstood the intention of the original because of the passage of
time and their own particular artistic accomplishments. They paint incorrectly or add contents with the changing of time to the
new era. It's possible to analyze each ethnic group's cultural trends when referring to the paintings of different times. There is
no substantial difference between the early and the late private copies of Hua Miao (Flowery Miao) in Baimiaotu, but the
original paintings are another case. The early paintings depicted Tiaoyueche'ou (a game under the moonlight for choosing a
spouse) and the private copies of the late Qing Dynasty showed Hua Miao raising silkworms. We can see the change of life in
Hua Miao's society and the influence of the Westernization Movement on the minority regions. This precious information can't
be obtained by only reading texts. Thirdly, the original author of Baimaiotu was afraid of political persecution, so he used
deliberate digression in the words and plates. When the paintings fit the words, it can reflect the aim of the original author. The
Jiugu Miao (a branch of Miao) in Baimiaotu mention that this Miao group liked hunting and the weapons they used were
extremely excellent, bringing much trouble to the local administrative government. Their actions were not the same as the
official documents described at that time, and the paintings showed that they used such excellent weapons to kill fierce tigers,
correcting the unkind words of an official for this Miao group. If we could not see these paintings with our own eyes, the real
thoughts of the original author would be hidden in the dust of history.

These paintings of different times have various artistic features and the artistic achievements are either low or high. To
edit these paintings is like making a corridor spanning time for people, providing a good opportunity to appreciate different
artistic styles and tastes. Such spiritual enjoyment cannot be obtained by reading textual materials.

We are very lucky people. We have the chance to carefully and systematically enjoy the success and failure of Baimiaotu.
So, it's our responsibility to share this luck with our readers. At this time of publishing Baimiaotubutbian (Aboriginal Peoples
of Guizhou Province in Pictures), we, on behalf of our readers wholeheartedly thank the units and people who with great
difficulty collected the copies of Baimiaotu. Let us together remember their devotion.

We whole-heartedly thank the following units and people:

M. Liu Yong, who collected three authentic copies, one is an early copy of the original, another is a copy of the original
made near the end of the Qing Dynasty, and a third copy of a reproduction from abroad;

The Museum of Guizhou Province, which collected two copies, one of them is a copy of the original;

Guizhou Nationalities College, which provided a copy of the original;

Guizhou Nationalities Institute, which provided a changed copy of the original in the Guangxu Period of the Qing Dynasty;

Guizhou Library and Guizhou Normal University, each provided a changed copy of the original created during the
Republican Period of China.

Being authorized by the Historic Linguistics Study of Taiwan Central Institute, we have reprinted the photolithographic
books Baimiaotuche (A Hundred Miao Paintings) and Fanmiaobuache (Local Miao Paintings) in our book for the advantage of
comparative study.

We are also obligod to Institut des hautes études chinoise Paris of France, as we have been anthorized by them to collect
their kept original copy of Baimiaotu in our book.
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