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Abstract

Based on historical materials, cultural relics remains and academic studies, The
Rules and Stone Carving Arts of Royal Mausoleum of Ming Dynasty in Fengyang is a
monograph which systematically introduced the construction, safeguard and worship
of royal tombs together with the steles and group of stone figures and animals by using
both pictures and literary compositions.

Located in Fengyang County, Anhui Province, the Royal Mausoleum of Ming
Dynasty, belonging to the parents of Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, is the earliest royal
ancestral tombs of fhe Ming Dynasty. Along with Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang’s three
elder brothers and their wives—Zhu Xinglong, King of Nanchang and his wife Queen
Wang, Zhu Xingsheng, King of Xuchi and his wife Queen Tang, Zhu Xingzu, King
of Linhuai and his wife Queen Liu. Tombs of the Emperor’s nephews, Zhu Shengbao,
King of Shanyang and Zhu Wang’er, King of Zhaoxin, are also there.

Historical materials show that Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang’s parents, brothers, sisters-
in-law died of disease and poverty, and unable to afford coffins for the dead. Since the
time Zhu Yuanzhang named himself the King of Wu in the 26" year of Zhizheng, Yuan
Dynasty, he constructed his parents’ tombs three times before the 11" year of Hongwu,
Ming Dynasty, when he had become the Emperor of the Ming Dynasty. Despite
considering relocating his parents’ tomb to elsewhere, Zhu Yuanzhang paid heed to
the Fengshui theory which believes that if something is located at a place of fortune it
should not be moved as to retain the “qi” of the land, he changed his mind and instead

repaired and rebuilt the tombs. Following his commands, the original barrows were



enlarged, a graveyard was built, rare trees were planted, stone carving were made,
together with the construction of a royal hall and steles. He named the mausoleum
“the Royal Mausoleum”, and the whole graveyard area“Xiangsheng Hill”. Guards
who were designated were from 3324 families, appointed with the responsibilities of
holding ceremonies and offering sacrifices to the royal ancestors every year.

The Royal Mausoleum took the rules of construction from earlier royal
mausoleums built during the Tang and Song Dynasties. The upper and lower palaces
are connected along the same axis. Five gates, being the Front Red Gate, Linteled
Star Gate, Red Gate, Golden Gate and Back Red Gate, are spread in order along the
axis. The field behind the Back Red Gate, as the upper palace according to the rules
during Tang and Song Dynasties, was used for holding the most important sacrificial
ceremonies; other ordinary ceremonies were held in the Royal Hall, the equivalent of
the lower palace in Tang and Song mausoleums. All other structures in the mausoléum‘
were adjusted accordingly, and a new system of royal mausoleum construction was
created. |

18 other imperial mausoleums were built after the Royal Mausoleum during the
Ming Dynasty, which lasted over two and a half centuries. These mausoleums can
be distinguished into different types. and were an essential feature of Ming Dynasty
architecture. The Royal Mausoleum followed and renewed the rules of constructing
mausoleums from the Tang and Song Dynasties and formed the “Foundation Type”.
Xiaoling Mausoleum and Changling Mausoleum followed the new rules from the
construction of the Royal Mausoleum with efforts to renew this layout, and created
new rules of construction distinct to Ming Dynasty mausoleums. From then on,
Ming imperial mausoleums all followed the new typical rule: the Xianling, Jingling,
Yuling, Tailing, Kangling, Xianling, Yongling, Zhaoling, Dingling, Qingling and
Deling Mausoleums all followed the new typical rule established by the Xiaoling and
Changling Mausoleums. However, the later mausoleums all reduced their scale to show

respect for their ancestors. These smaller mausoleums formed the “Respect type”. In



contrast, the Jingling, Tailing and Siling Mausoleums were rebuilt based on the designs
of prince’ or imperial concubine tombs and formed a different type—the“Exception
Type”, and were the simplest mausoleums of the Ming Dynasty.

It can be seen that imperial mausoleums of the Ming Dynasty can be quite
diversified. However, it is also obvious that all these mausoleums followed the basic
rule established the first Mausoleum—the Royal Mausoleum. The most typical being
the connection of the upper and lower palaces on the same axis.

The number of the royal stone steles, carvings, groups of stone figures and
animals now standing on both side of the Spirit Way is the largest among all Chinese
- imperial mausoleums. As a result, the carvings and figures are the most famous among
all the mausoleums.

There are two steles in the Royal Mausoleum of Ming Dynasty. The East Stele is
smooth and with no carved characters on its surface; while the West Stele is carved.
The style of these two steles is called “stele with a dragon-head-and-tortoise-foot
shaped base”. It is also called stele with a Bixi-shaped base. The base of the stele is
shaped with a mythical animal resembling a tortoise, and the head, also called Bixi-
shaped head, Xi-shaped head, dragaon-shaped head or Chi-shaped head, is embossed
with six dragons.

The content of the stele with characters on the west side of the mausoleum was
written by Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang. In it, he recounted his whole life from his poor
beginnings, the times of war, to becoming the emperor. He hoped his descendants
would learn from his experiences. This was a royal lesson to all later emperors of Ming
Dynasty. There are six characters carved on the top of the stele, inscribing “The Stele
of Royal Mausoleum of Ming Dynasty” as its title. The content is carved over 26 rows
with 56 éharacters in each row, coming to 1156 Chinese characters in total.

The stone figures and animals in the Royal Mausoleum of Ming Dyansty are laid
on both sides of the Spirit Way in pairs. Figures or animals are placed face to face

on opposite sides of the road, forming pairs. There are 32 pairs in all. The figurines



are: two pairs of stone Qilin (a mythical animal), eight pairs of stone lions, two pairs
of ornamental stone pillars, six pairs of stone horses with their grooms, four pairs of
stone tigers, four pairs of stone sheep, two pairs of stone military officers and civilian
officers and two pairs of palace servants.

The stone figures and animals show art characteristics of the Tang, Song, Yuan
and Ming Dynasties. The bodies of the stone figures and animals are tall, full and
round, and also vivid. They are representative of art development in the early Ming
period.

The Royal Mausoleum in Fengyang, together with the Xiaoling Mausoleum
in Nanjing and the Changling Mausoleum in Beijing, are the most important
mausoleums of Ming Dynasty. Their great scale and majesty created the rule of
building mausoleum of Ming Dynasty. The Royal Mausoleum was well protected
before Chongzhen Period, Ming Dynasty. In the eighth year of Chongzhen Period
(1635), the Peasants Army burned all the buildings of this mausoleum. 300,000 pines
were also burnt at the same time. During the early Qing Dynasty, Chinese society
was in a state of turmoil. Fengyang confronted terrible floods and plagues of locusts
. The local authorities couldn't resolve these issues, and allowed people to raid and
steal the building materials unchecked. By the Qianlong Period, Qing Dynasty, all the
sacrificial buildings on-ground had been destroyed and disappeared. Only two steles,
stone figures and stone horses remained. Later on, the stele with no characters broke
into four parts. Many stone structual parts had been taken away. Since the Revolution
of 1911, due to long periods of war and the Cultural Revolution, the remaining stone
figures and animals left were deétroyed. Only the tomb, stone figure and animals, stone
steles, some pillar bases and wall bases remain.

In 1976, the government of Anhui Province announced the Royal Mausoleum
as one of the Important Units of Cultural Relics under the Provincial Protection.
Along with the Middle Capital Site of the Ming Dynasty, the Royal Mausoleum

was announced as one of the Important Units of Cultural Relics under the National



Protection by the State Council in 1982. The reconstruction effort began in 1997,
with the stele pavilion, Golden River Bridge being rebuilt, the Spirit Way and stone
figures and animals were repaired and replaced. Outer walls were also built. The Royal
Mausoleum of Ming Dynasty Central Protection District was found. Today, it is open

to the public as a tourist destination.
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