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FOREWORD

Ding kiln, among the “Five Famous Kilns” of the Song dynasty, is one of the most renowned kilns
for making white porcelain in ancient China. Based on historical records and that where its products
were found, Ding kiln was believed to be both official and folk in the history. Its porcelain production
began in the Tang dynasty, and prospered in the period from Northern Song to Jin dynasty. Since the
Yuan dynasty, the porcelain production declined gradually and finally ended. Ding ware was closely
related to the palace in the Northern Song dynasty, being the main resource of royal porcelain. This
condition remained almost the same in the Jin dynasty. For these reasons, Ding kiln is given great

importance in all previous records and research.

In the 1930s, by field investigation, Mr.Ye Linzhi confirmed that the Ding kiln site located at Jianci
Village, Quyang County in Hebei Province. Since then, subsequent archaeological investigation and
excavation began successively. Besides Jianci Village, at the platform around East and West Yanchuan
Village, there was also a large pile of porcelain. In the three archaeological excavation tests and forma

excavations since 1950s, great many of samples were unearthed, furthermore, ground evidence were

acquired for historical period division. Ding kiln research came to a new era, when unearthed objects
such as ware and samples excavated from the kiln site, as well as tower foundations, underground
crypts and tombs with record of year, were compared with handed down porcelain, making the
research circle’s recognition of Ding kiln more scientific and objective.

Although Ding kiln is famous for making white porcelain, its polychrome porcelain is also
remarkable and influential.

In 2012, the Palace Museum Center for Ceramic Research concentrates on the research of Ding
ware, with the exhibition “Pure and Quiet: Ding Ware in the Collection of the Palace Museum™ as a
reflection of its research achievement. Most of the exhibits come from the Ding ware collected in the
Palace Museum, in addition with the newest kiln excavation achievement in 2009, as well as the hoard

at Huoshaobi in Xi'an, Shuigiu's tomb in Lin'an, and Ding ware unearthed in Hunan. It is hoped that

according to all these comparisons, people will have a comprehensive recognition to the Ding kiln
production in the period from late Tang to Song, Jin and Yuan dynasties, and the imitation of Ding ware

in Ming and Qing dynasties, further promoting the study and recognition of Ding kiln.

Geng Baochang
Aug., 2012 in Beljing
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