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FOREWORD

China, with an area of 9 600 000 km’, is situated in the southeastern part of the continent of
Eurasia, facing the Pacific Ocean to the southeast, penetrating deep into the Eurasia heartland
to the northwest, and connecting with the South Asian Subcontinent to the southwest. It ranges
continuously through temperate, subtropical, and tropical regions and is about 5 500 km across from
the north to the south, It has very diverse natural habitats, such as complicated mountainous regions,
abundant river systems and lakes, and four major sea areas, namely the Bohai Sea, the Yellow Sea,
the North China Sea, and the South China Sea. With the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the highest in the
world, located in the southwest, the country is high in the west and descends gradually eastwards
forming many favorable habitats for a rich number of living organisms. From the Mesozoic to the
Tertiary Period in the Cenozoic, the climate is warm in China and has been relatively stable since
then partially due to the face that the country was not covered by the northern continental glaciers
in the Quaternary Period. As a result, China has a rich flora with about 30 thousands species of
higher plants (bryophytes, pteridophytes, gymnosperms, and angiosperms) forming verious types of
vegetations in different areas.

Over the past 80 years, generations of Chinese botanists have collected nationwide about 17
million specimens, which are preserved in provincial and other local herbaria and have laid a solid
foundation for plant taxonomic researches in China. During the past 40 years, three monumental
taxonomic publications, namely Iconographia Cormophytorum Sinicorum (ICS), Flora
Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae (FRPS), and Flora of China have been completed or established
through the continued efforts of three generations’ Chinese plant taxonomists.

The Higher Plants of China, consisting of 14 volumes, is to meet the great needs of a broad
scope of researchers worldwide to study Chinese plant conservation, biodiversity, development
and sustainable use of natural botanical resource. The work is treating about 20 thousand species
representing all the currently recognized plant families and genera in China. The selection of
species are determined by their commonness in the wild or under cultivation and their scientific
and economic values. They are often distributed in more than two provinces or autonomous
regions or are sometimes found in only one province or autonomous region, but are common in
neighboring countries. Representative species for each genus, including those introduced and
naturalized ones, are often included, The systematic arrangements for bryophytes, pteridophytes,
and gymnosperms follow the Flora Bryophytorum Sinicorum (FBS) and the FRPS (Vol. 2-7),
and that for angiosperms follows Cronquist’s system. The contens of the volumes are as follows:
Vol. 1. Bryophyta; Vol. 2. Pteridophyta; Vol. 3. Gymnospermae and Angiospermae (Magnoliaceae-
Eucommiaceae); Vol. 4. Ulmaceae-Clusiaceae; Vol. 5. Elacocarpaceae-Diapensiaceae; Vol. 6.
Sapotaceae-Rosaceae; Vol. 7. Mimosaceae-Dichapetalaceae; Vol. 8. Buxaceae-Apiaceae; Vol. 9.
Loganiaceae-Lamiaceae; Vol. 10. Phrymaceae-Theligonaceae; Vol. 11. Caprifoliaceae-Asteraceae;
Vol. 12. Butomaceae-Poaceae; Vol. 13. Sparganiaceae-Orchidaceae; and Vol.14. Index to Chinese

and scientific names. Keys to the genera and to species are provided. For each species, its standard



and sometimes other commonly used Chinese name, its scientific name with reference, and a
basionym with reference when applicable are provided. Scientific names accepted in the ICS and
the FRPS are also provided with reference of page numbers in these works when they are treated
as synonyms or as misidentified names. Each speciesis illustrated sometimes in color with brief
descriptions of morphology, distribution, habitat, and sometimes uses and each is accompanied
(except for exotic species) by a distribution map to the county level. Illustrators, photographers, and
references when applicable for the illustrations are acknowledged.

This Higher Plants of China is an accumulated work of more than 140 Chinese plant taxonomists
from many institutions nationwide, Many others from every provincial and other local herbaria have
helped with collecting and verifying data especially for the distribution information. Those who
have contributed to the work are highly appreciated.

The Editorial Committee
October 1998
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