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B AAERZARXERRF (WKCDA)

The West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) is aq;a?égic investment by
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region to meet
the long-term infrastructure needs of the arts and cultural sector, which is
a vital part of any world-class city's economic and social fabric. The West
Kowloon Cultural District Authority (WKCDA) was established under the
West Kowloon Cultural District Authority Ordinance (WKCDA Ordinance)
to develop the WKCD.

Background of WKCD

The Government established in April 2006 the Consultative Committee
on the Core Arts and Cultural Facilities of the West Kowloon Cultural
District (Consultative Committee) and its three advisory groups to
re-examine the need for the core arts and cultural facilities to be
provided in the West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) and the
financial implications for developing and operating those facilities. After
deliberating for 15 months in close and intensive consultation with the
local arts community and related parties, the Consultative Committee
recdmmended to develop 15 performing arts venues and at least 3
hectares of piazza areas, as well as a cultural institution with museum
functions (temporarily called the M+) focusing on 20th to 21st century
visual culture, and an Exhibition Centre with focus on arts and culture
and creative industry.

About WKCD
The WKCD is an asset of Hong Kong, and it is for all Hong Kong
people to enjoy. With an area of about 40 hectares, the WKCD will be
developed into an integrated arts, cultural, entertainment and commercial
district with a distinguished identity. A total of 23 of these hectares have
been designated as public space for the free enjoyment of everyone,
including locals and tourists from all walks of life. As such, the WKCDA
is committed to engaging and working closely with all stakeholders in
making the vision and mission of WKCD a reality.

The WKCDA has decided to organise a public engagement exercise

to gather public views on the planning of the district and the core arts

and cultural facilities. These views will be incorporated throughout the
planning and design process of West Kowloon Cultural District. The
public engagement exercise is being conducted in three different stages:

- Stage 1: Gauge the public and stakeholders’ views on their aspirations
and expectations of the WKCD as well as users’ requirements for the
arts and cultural facilities. The Stage 1 exercise started on 8 October
2009. :

- Stage 2: Three Conceptual Plan Options for the WKCD will be
formulated by three different consultants commissioned by the WKCDA.
Each will be responsible for preparing one option. The three options will
then be presented for public consultation at Stage 2, and the WKCDA
will solicit public views on the three Conceptual Plan Options, whi‘ch will

serve as a useful reference for the Authoriiy\in selecting the preferred
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option. Stage 2 public engagement was kicked off on 20 August 2010.

- Stage3: The selected Conceptual Plan will be developed into a detailed
Development Plan, and the public and all stakeholders will be consulted
on the detailed Development Plan before the final blueprint is developed
and submitted to the Town Planning Board for consideration. Kick-off for
this stage of the public engagement is scheduled for 2011.

The WKCDA plans to seek the Town Planning Board’s approval of

the Development Plan by 2012, after the 3-stage Public Engagement

exercise. Facilities at the WKCD will be developed in phases. It is
expected that Phase 1 facilities will be completed and start operation in

2015.

Vision

To develop the WKCD into an integrated arts and cultural district that will:
provide quality culture, entertainment and tourism programmes with a
must-visit appeal to both local residents and visitors from around the
world;

meet the long-term infrastructure needs of Hong Kong’s arts and cultural
development and foster organic growth and development of culture and
creative industries;

and become a cultural hub for attracting and nurturing talents, an impetus
to improve quality of life, as well as a cultural gateway to the Pearl River
Delta.

Text: West Kowloon Cultural District Authority (WKCDA)
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B HAEIRZAXHE Map of WKCD

Arena & Exhibition Centre

The Arena is located above the
Exhibition Centre, bringing two
compatible functions together within one
compact form.

Urban Forest
This green oasis has tea pavilions, public
art, and an outdoor amphitheatre. Dense
tree canopies provide shade and shelter.

Arts Schools

A broad range of additional facilities
will support cultural software
initiatives such as education and
training and will enhance the arts
ecology of City Park and Hong Kong.
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Opera House

This world-class venue is located in a
vibrant plaza at the end of the main
avenue where the city meets the park.

Waterfront Promenade

The 2.2km continuous shaded promenade
has spectacular views of Hong Kong Island
in a green and peaceful setting.

Hotel

This curving structure is a
buffer against the noise of
the tunnel and has a hotel
with spectacular views over
the park to harbour.

Knowledge Centre

Incorporating a multimedia library,
an art archive and a literary
archive, this centre will provide a
link between culture and
education for locals and visitors.

Green Rooms

These distinctive urban
gardens slope down to
the waterfront from the
urban area and the
maijor cultural venues.



City District

The pedestrian-friendly urban quarter
weaves culture and living together using
the same DNA as the neighbouring
areas.

Concert & Chamber Halls

These key venues will have great
harbour views and superb acoustics,
with flexibility to cater for live and
amplified events.

City Park's innovative contemporary
visual arts institution is prominently

located along Canton Road and the
waterfront.

Xiqu Centre & Plaza

This zone will focus on local cultural
forms, with a plaza for traditional
festivals and other activities such as tai
chi.

Our Vision

Cities are defined by their parks, their public spaces, their
streets, their laneways; by both their ordinary buildings and
their civic jewels.

We have created the framework for an urban quarter in West
Kowloon with all these ingredients — a magnificent park, a
continuous waterfront, iconic cultural venues, colonnaded
avenues, tree-lined streets and intimate lanes; green spaces
offering tranquillity, and urban spaces that are inspired by the
energy and rich mix of Kowloon’s streetscapes.

All these places and spaces are supported by a network of
service roads below ground and a public transport system
above. The whole quarter is carbon neutral.

Culture for all

Our pull-out map and aerial poster will help you to explore
many of the cultural places and special features of City Park.
The district has something for everyone; a picnic.in the park, a
quick lunch, a night at the opera and many other activities.
Green and Sustainable

Discover what the enormous new waterfront park at West
Kowloon has to offer everyone, whether they are locals or
visitors, and how it is bringing the countryside to the heart of
the city. And find out more about the sustainable strategies
that will help to make City Park a blueprint for the cities of the
future.

Connected and Accessible

Getting to City Park is very easy, whether it’s by rail, road,
water, or foot. Once you arrive, the skyrail and biobuses are
a convenient way of getting around and all traffic is below
ground so you can walk everywhere with ease, along streets
and laneways that echo the energy and DNA of the rest of
Kowloon.

#£3. Foster + Partners
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