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INTRODUCTION

Myths aro the world’s earliest literature. Théy
originated in every country long before the invention
of writing. Handed down from generation to gemera-
tion they were the slow growth of many centuries
and were the work of many minds. They are thus,
more than any other form of literature, a social pro-
duot and reflect as perhaps no other form of litera-
ture the life and thought of the times.

Just as in the growth of the child the imagina-
tion is developed before the reason so in the history
of man the age of the imagination comes before the
age of reason. Myths belong to that first period of
man’s intellectual awakening when man was first
- inspired by & sense of intellectual freedom and power.
Myths are among the great fhtellectual achievements
‘of the race comparable to’philosophy and science.
They arose from & like passion to know and under-
stand all things.



As a presenfation of the universe myths are not
without value. Butb thoir value is not that of science
or of philosophy or religion. The science, philosophy
and religion in them are that of the age in which
they arose. They have long been discarded by think-
ing men. But the art of the myths is immartal.
They are still, more than all science and philosophy,
the inspiration of poetry, music, painting and socul-
pture. The literature and art of no country can be
understood without a knowledge of the myths of
that country.

Mr. Wong Shek has been a diligent student of
mythology. He presents in & brief and illuminating
form the great myths of western lands and the main
results of exhaustive studies in mythology of many
scholars. His book Should lead to a like study of
Chinese mythology. The world awaits such book
for the better understanding of China’s antiquity, art
and literature.

J. S. Kunkle.



R

REWHR RSN SCECERH N NSRS NESE | £ | 28
R EREAENEERER AR R < DoB EgegS FREEE |
RERRE S | eSS TR R R BEE KR Tk m

BRI K B B
| RESHRKESESEH<BIERNY | FESSroElHEsEY
HERIENBL<EIBEBER | SELa<BERNIEEnERERNE
EW@#KE»%&Amﬁﬁkmm@mﬁmmﬁﬁﬂsmwmmmﬂgaxﬁ
*ﬂﬁ*?ﬁﬂwgﬁwwﬂﬁﬂi



RRDEH | FIESRIREEE LB £ DHEER T H R |
awﬁmﬁmﬁ;ﬁan#ag&w&axwmwﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmnmﬁmwﬁ
EHERHREN L EEENCSRESNREME SRS ECPEE S
RORE N R SRR KD N Rl | BERERCRNC R RREE
R RAE

BORERERERcEREE ERGEES KRIEEERE DImETEN
RENHRES SRS ERE EN R SR 2N RETRFLTFER
ﬁwmammﬁmﬂﬁmeaﬁmﬁwnlmAMEMTﬁwmmﬁmammz
Bk

HRE



P R{eereresraseennanesatiatatcantnnannsessassissississastnssisnsensssassatassenins
HE BEEEE

® | o

® 1] &

8]0 o

® 2 W
- B




BB R ER evveereerersersarnnrieiiiiis s seiee oo 21]
BB BEET coecoereerereernes st seee 2

RO E B R e e, NG
2] B & F PR, o1
Rl - viesorsansorisasincasianissasasinisasisnsarssstastnts 1O |
GREIGReererreensrensarettiiiiiiiiitiiiiii s ansaees NS
&umﬁg ..................................... pmishgeesines | 1R
R -HARR AR EBEIBER v veeeeneern e, [ 1iR
REERH——<LE L ER oo ereeinesnnnen | B

A R IR T o« T

— XII —



& E

1]
n
=
H

BN B BIPEIIDS - oooe - aorseererisrassnnsssanaasns 14211
P DB eorniennncansasinassssnsansionss sussneassnesans 1911
B st Lo NisnsrtminniosaonrataaA e A s rsanasisngs | P
T B DRI DB e aee oo senntansneee s iena s tenaae 121
S BB T B oeecoenrasesssnnsarssntassiasisastassstsasieese 1A
B (1€ s4550000s00nnnsrasasssasansnnasansassssassasassassnsannras ] A
ERE DB B R Merereersnntesasssssacssnnssisanes | 2L
BRI E N ST e eeererrorersoanannsansnnssonnnnsss sonns 1TOK
A= gl 20 - [T TSPOP PR ORRIOPS PRSI $1-4
IR I e vreoreoreessresartinnisntestsresiinnissuerasasns e
................................................................... BERES



U b5 S IR (1 sn svdonpivasaanans s yarassstsassinnssansainapnessnsssind L S
BB E R e ereenneenaes i camararis s ot badei e IR
AR A ER A R TR 4+ +5 5 58 tinsansnsnssanascsnnsanassnsonsinntanssaransn 111
TR TR MR s b0 Fneuabsasausinnasnsansannssnnssnssassnsssonssssssiassos 1]
BRI AR AU AP -+ ++-=v+sosmsnsaaransassensssasisansossssssnsanasans ] 48
(1 TR T R R SN A AR )
AN -1 eeohe ikt Hisit i dipiassnasasoosstntan sostassnrsnsssssanoncanase 1=21]
BRAE 525 <5+ GBS e a5 a nnonsSairs nasan s aion s 443 658 s | R
JE T8 TR -wse6s05ec50s00s0snssnssassassssissssnsassnssnasassasssses 1111



& 148 £z

REEE[ &2 | DRSS “Myth” WENES KRS “dlvool” (My-
a_pomv IH & :ﬁiwoyom«: _Euﬁ.mum:]mnm "My tho Jogia™ mﬂﬁ*x%_’w
g “Uvbooys” EMESEE v MENNELREREECELE
FEERENERNBENLHRERE “Mythology” | Moyl S| K
NE# SERTEH ERERREHDRERQ [ Ry | (The soionoo of
Mythology) SEN SEEEDY CEERRENEHR[ &2 | | REER
EERNERR :

RECERERFERCRUERES | EREELEREEIRERNE



HEEEY ERERERG IR EEBERAE 2R | (Legend) WMo RH
(Aucodote)) fEifig (Fairy tale) M (Fablo) #hifl S a5 M B MR --NE S
RRFE | BEEEH-

EENEEHEREREREHER< AR B LK EnTEHE
MK E 3RS = R E RN SR E< SR ER Ko e e
AECHSEEEY | BERRFEENG [ MESRIE | (Explanatory myths)
AFSENK< EXHREF E<ERREPRLER B<BLCKENR K
RPOB% RERM | RERI CREOLE <& EEEHSREEDIERH
| ERWERE KRBT BR DI RUEDEXRHTE VKBRS EER
BB ERHRENSRT RS B S e < SRE<LEERESRTR
MEMER < TMERE | RERIE | FREDRERFNEL RS EERE
ENEEKQERE | 2



ERSRIENNS DERESAEEENIRIT | BRSNS E LS
SHBBEME I G HRERNRE SRR BRRR LXK RESER - n
RS RCEEESE SR EED | REEDNR<EEEERR<EE
EER<ERE < Ko< WRKE EXEREHE EE<E R3S De s
PERESE<EPE | EECENES SERERN2] (Asthetic Myths) N
KEREEEREIrNROEN<ERREXHH@ KRB B UK R ]
EHRERN HIKEELthh#

SRR A SRS ENER R INEN B SN KRER
£RWERETE | FLOGTH | FRENIREROCEARKBEME R
B EEE K ER R X R SRR R D <F R BN K
R L EKPBETEKINE K< EUKTE LA IR YEENERIER
REHARE S SRR BRI RBB MR- R RESRE [ EK



