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Gary Player, recognized around the globe as the Black Knight,
has achieved the kind of worldwide acclaim reserved for only a
handful of sporting greats. He was inducted into the World Golf
Hall of Fame in 1974. Moreover, Gary Player is also a renowned
golf course architect with over 300 design projects throughout the

world.
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For me golf is not just a game. It is part of my soul, my essence, my being. It has given me everything in life and
has defined me in many ways. But the most important thing that golf has done is to bring joy and happiness to my life for
nearly 60 years.

Golf is a beautiful game and golf courses should represent that beauty. A golf course should respect the land and its
natural beauty, features and bio—diversity. When you step on the course you should feel a connection with nature.

| have been visiting and designing golf courses in China for decades and | have found it to be one of the most fascinating
countries in the world. It is a country teeming with great beauty, incredible history and wonderful people and is constantly
evolving and changing. Golf is part of that evolution and | feel that China is perhaps the most dynamic and exciting market in
the world.

The truly great golf course designers let the land determine the design of the course and that is why China is such
a unique country in which to design. There is great diversity in the land; the natural characteristics vary from region to
region and from the coast to the mountains. You will see this beauty featured throughout this book through the lens of
Tom Breazeale's camera.

Tom has done a wonderful job at capturing the beauty and culture of golf in China. He takes you from the tranquility of the
coast of the South China Sea to the omnipresence of the Himalayas to the intensity of Hong Kong. | hope you enjoy the book

as much as | did.
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Tom Breazeale, a photographer who has worked within the golf
industry for over 20 years either building or capturing the beauty of
a golf course through his lens. His work is well published in most of
the major golf publications around the world including Links, Travel

& Leisure Golf and China Golf, etc.
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As many of you already know, | used to build golf courses full-time rather than photograph them, as | do now.

Photography was always a hobby for me. Then one day, while working on a new course in China, | was thumbing through
a golf magazine and came across several images of the course | was shaping. | was taken aback at how low quality the
imagery seemed to be, photographed in bad light and focusing more on cart paths than the holes themselves!

It was at that moment that | decided to take matters into my own hands. Along with the prodding of a very good designer
friend of mine, | bought a camera way beyond my skill level and set out to try and change the world in terms of photography in
general and golf course photography in particular!

As it turned out, | never changed the world. But photography did change my world and the way | looked at it and perceived
it. No longer was | viewing a landscape or a golf hole for what it was at face value. | started to look at things as though through
a lens, constantly thinking of ways to improve or even alter our perception of the scene through composition and use of 'God' s
magic hour light'.

The years have gone by and the golf industry, along with photography itself, has gone through many changes and
evolutions. But my passion for taking 'that one great shot' has endured to this day, as has my love for the golf industry.

Do | have any regrets? No, | have none for the journey has taken me to many places on this planet that few have seen.
There have been so many incredibly good experiences---and one or two not so good, when words have been lost in translation
or the accumulation of plane travel has taken its toll.

Although some would like to see it as such, | do not view photography as a competitive sport, trying to top what others
have done. | see it more as a personal lifestyle and awareness of God's creation and how | can co—exist with others.

China, and its people, have had a tremendous influence on me — not only on my career, but also in the way | now look at
the world. Westerners tend to live a faster-paced life, to the point where sometimes they can seem to be fitted with blinders,
shutting themselves out from what surrounds them.

Living, eating and breathing the Chinese culture has taught me to become a patient and better man, looking and thinking
beyond political differences and focusing on the humanity of us all.

This book is dedicated to the China golf industry and the Chinese people who have a genuine love for both the game

of golf and fine art. It is my way of giving back what you have given me. | pray that, even if it is in a very small way, my

4/
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Tom Breazeale

photography will somehow help to keep the fire lit within you.
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Dennise Hung, CEO of China Golf, the first golf magazine in
China. Her books, including "China Golf Course Panorama" and
"China Golf Signature Holes", are the pioneer works in the golf

publishing industry.
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French master of semiotic theory and structuralism, Roland Barthes, de—constructed a picture to explain the essence of a
good photograph in his last masterpiece "Camera Lucida". In short, he said what everybody knew from a picture is "studium”
while "punctum" is the contrast of it. In a golf course picture, we can interpret what a hole looks like through "studium" (known
facts) such as water hazards, bunkers, and a green. "Punctum"” (stimulus) was what thrilled us, violating the law and the reason
those studium represented. We would be shocked by the feeling composed by punctum essences. In Roland Barthes' opinion,
a good photograph should be comprised of both studium and punctum.

In 1996, when | searched for information of American, European and Australian golf course designers, | saw a photo
in which a lighting flashed, linking the sky and the earth, hitting on the green in the golf course. You can imagine that the
photographer did his job at his risk in thunderstorm waiting in the golf course, to secure a magnificent image bravely, with
perseverance, and through his extraordinary photography art. When David Lai, a senior in the golf business saw that picture,
he said to me that this was a picture that truly showed the vitality of a golf course. China needs a photographer like this to
shoot golf courses pictures.

In 2006 when | did an interview with Mark Hollinger, the course designer of Peach Garden Golf Club, | met Tom Breazeale
who took pictures there then. He regularly worked with some great golf course designers internationally. Perhaps he has done
the job of shaping golf courses; he is very good at capturing the character of golf courses. Through photos by Tom, viewers
can have dialogue with the photographer, and golf course designers, and the dialogues show the energy of the golf courses.

Nowadays most golf courses pictures may be beautiful, but they do not surely reflect souls of golf coufses and characters
of golf designers. This is what Roland Barthes said pictures without punctums. Taking golf courses pictures are like shooting
women. If a photographer wanted a woman alive in picture, he had to know her figure and understand her soul thoroughly, re—
discovering "she" and creating a new "she".

In 2011, after strict screening of recommendations by industry players, we selected the 18 most representative golf
courses in China. We invited Tom Breazeale to take images of these golf courses, and worked together with our English and
Chinese editorial teams, jointly presenting these wonderful golf courses to the world in a book.

Finally, | wish this China's premier golf course photography collection can bring golfers a soul trip to 18 golf courses in China.

9
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Mark E. Hollinger, the Owner, Master Designer and Senior
Design Principle of Costello, Hollinger & Moore — JMP Golf Design
Group, long-time regular member and Board of Director of the
American Society of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA) and also a
registered Landscape Architect and member of the American Society
of Landscape Architects (ASLA) for nearly 35 years. JMP's list of golf
course projects includes a number of China's top—ten golf courses.
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As an international golf course architect, | has made a long and successful professional career out of designing and
building golf courses all over Asia and, in particular, mainland China.

| have been working in China for nearly 25 years and, to date, | am proud to say that | have completed 20 separate golf
projects in mainland China alone representing nearly 500 holes of golf.

During this time, | have learned a great deal, not only about golf design and various methods of golf course construction
techniques, but also about the Chinese culture.

World-class golf design must have a flow, a rhythm, with balance and harmony just as one finds in a quality piece of art.
Today's golf architect has a vast canvass on which to paint their golf-related artistic inspirations. | can tell you that our design
inspirations come from everywhere, but mostly they are reflections of everything amazing that we find in nature.

China is a massive country and has some of the world's most visually dramatic natural terrain. Therefore, we sometimes
have the chance to work on some amazing pieces of land.

| have often said that upon completion of a project, golf course designers only get to take with them a very few things. We
take with us the memories (both good and bad) and special inspirations that may have guided our design concepts. We also
sometimes get to take away a few special photographs highlighting our finished golf holes.

These photographs are special and quite valuable to us as they usually reveal the early life of the golf course when
everything is fresh and new, not unlike photos of a newborn infant.

Other times, we might have the chance to take a new look once again, some years down the road, through photography,
and witness how our old friend is maturing. Either way, well-composed golf course images are always a joy and are viewed as
an important prize of our work effort.

| have known the photographer of this book, Tom Breazeale, almost my entire professional career. His golf photography is
also a fine art, and Tom is, without a doubt, one of the very best golf/landscape photographers working in the industry today.

He has spent much of his life around the game of golf in Asia. He understands the various cultures, the local flavours and
moods and, most importantly, he knows what is going on inside the designer's mind as a golf hole is created.

| am proud that many of his images found inside these pages are today the treasures of my work, and that are presented

€l

SR - BEXg, XEERXKGFEITANSE, JMP B/RX&ITERA,
NREEH, mMABERIEMN, £E
Mark E. Hollinger, ASGCA, JMP Golf Design Group, Belmont, CA USA

here for you to enjoy.
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