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EVANGELICAL PERFECTION
OR

THE PERFECT MAN.

“Mark the perfect man,’” invites the Psalmist, ‘‘for the end
of that man is peace.” Ps. 37:37. The Old Testament economy
contains some hlessed examples of those who by divine
attestation were perfect during their earthly lile. Absolute
perfection is obviously not affirmed of these—such can be
predicated only of the Infinite—Dbut that perfection which 1s
the result of the operation of divine grace in the lives of men
is. Such a perfection implies, negatively, freedom from all
inward and outward sin, and positively, the grace to love God
with all the heart and one’s neighbour as one’s self.

If, in the old dispensation, that of the ‘‘shadow of good
things to come,”’ the grace and power of God were magnified
in the perfect life of many of His saints, how much more
may we not confidently expect that now in this era of the
plenitude of God’s grace, He has made provision whereby
His children may be fully saved from sin in this life?

Here 1s the divine purpose for fallen man. Itis expressed
early and frequently in the New Testament. The Lord Jesus
Christ Himself calls God’s children to the enjoyment of this
high and holy privilege in the words, “‘Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

“However inveterate the disease of sin may be, the grace
of the Lord Jesus can fully cure it; and who will say that He
who laid down His life for our souls will not use His power com-
pletely to effect that salvation which He has died to procure?’’

“Some have said,” writes Andrew Murray, ‘‘that they
have seen perfectionism slay its thousands. All must admit
that imperfectionisim has slain its tens of thousands. Multi-
tudes are soothing themselves in a life of worldliness and sin
with the thought that as no one is perfect, imperfection cannot
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be so dangerous. Numbers of true Christians are making no
progress because they have never known that we can serve
God with a perfect heart.

““God’s call to us to be perfect, to perfect holiness in His
fear, to live perfect in Christ Jesus, to stand perfect. . .. . in
all the will of God, must be preached until the faith begins to
live again in the church that all teaching 1s to be summed up

in the words—and each day of our life be spent under their
inspiration—'BE PERFECTED.”

““All things are possible to him that believeth; because all
things are possible to the infinitely meritorious blood and
energetic Spirit of the Lord Jesus.”

James H, TavLor
Kaifeng, Honan
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