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Unit One
Compliments
e BRI e

L

All the Good Things

1 He was in the first third grade class I taught at Saint Mary’s School in Morris. All
34 of my students were dear to me, but Mark Eklund was one in a million. Very
neat in appearance, he had that happy-to-be-alive attitude that made even his
occasional mischievousness delightful.

2 Mark often talked continuously. I had to remind him again and again that
talking without permission was not acceptable. What impressed me so much,
though, was his sincere response every time I had to correct him for misbehaving.
“Thank you for correcting me, Sister. »@

3  One Friday, I asked the students to list the names of the other students in the
room on two sheets of paper. Then I told them to think of the nicest thing they could
say about each of their classmates and write it down. It took the remainder of the
class period to finish the assignment, and as the students left the room, each one
handed me the paper.

4 That Saturday, I wrote down the name of each student on a separate sheet of
paper, and I listed what everyone else had said about that individual. On Monday I
gave each student his or her list. Before long, the entire class was smiling.
“Really” 7 I heard the whispers. “I never knew that meant anything to anyone” ! “I

didn’t know others liked me so much” ! Then Mark said, “Thank you for teaching
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me, Sister. ”

5 Soon I was asked to teach junior-high math. The years flew by, and before I
knew it Mark was in my classroom again. He was more handsome and more polite
than ever. Maybe since he had to listen carefully to my instruction in the “new
math@ , " he did not talk as much in the ninth grade as he had in the third.

6 That group of students moved on.

7 Several years later, after I returned from vacation, my parents met me at the
airport. Mother gave Dad a side-ways glance and simply said, “Dad” ? My father
cleared his throat as he usually did before saying something important. “The Eklunds
called last night.” he began. “Really”? I said. “I haven’t heard from them in
years. I wonder how Mark is.” Dad responded quietly. “Mark was killed in
Vietnam®. ” He said, “The funeral is tomorrow, and his parents would like it if
you could attend. ” 7

8 After the funeral, Mark’s mother and father found me. “We want to show you
something. ” His father said. “They found this on Mark when he was killed. We
thought you might recognize it. ” Opening a billfold, he carefully removed two worn
and frazzled pieces of notebook paper that had obviously been folded and refolded
many times. | knew without looking that the pieces of paper were the ones on which
I had listed all the good things that Mark’s classmates had said about him. @ “ Thank
you so much for doing that. ” Mark’s mother said. “As you can see, Mark behaved
better and better at school. It’s all because of you and your list. ”

9 Mark’s classmates started to gather around us. Charlie smiled rather sheepishly
and said, “I still have my list. It’s in the top drawer of my desk at home.” “I have
mine too.” Marilyn said. “It’s in my diary.” Then Vicki, another classmate,
reached into her pocketbook, took out her wallet and showed her worn list to the
group. “I carry this with me at all times. ” Vicki said without batting-an eyelash,
“I think we all saved our lists. ”

10 That’s when I finally sat down and cried.

11 Sometimes the smallest things could mean the most to others. The density of
people in society is so thick that we forget life will end one day and we don’t know
when that one day will be. ® Compliment the people you love and care about, before
it is too late.

(639 words)
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= Notes:

@ What impressed me so much, though, was his sincere response every time
I had to correct him for misbehaving. “Thank you for correcting me, Sister. ”
(Paragraph 2) &K &E— AN E G4, F /AR What impressed me ... was his
sincere response, what 5| S H 2 FiFEMNA], every time 5| FHZ AT [EARIEMN
A], though EX BRIZHEN . SHIFN: A, CREOREZNE, B8Y
RABER BT HMORE, MEEF BB R “BHEREER
BRI, Bi!”

@ new math (Paragraph 5): EEK—MEFHFTE, XFHTHEAEEILL
FHETRBENESHER, MAEREREHE.

@ The Vietnam War (Paragraph 7). #E§MR S (1961—1973 4£), fRIFR#E
B, HREAME(ER) MEEMTLT EXBERELMELR) &
“RRTE R T RO (AR BAL ) T M — RS B R AR AR Wkt
FREEXREASBARRE . ERRETH RS

@ I knew without looking that the pieces of paper were the ones on which I
had listed all the good things that Mark’s classmates had said about him.
(Paragraph 8) AAJR—E A4, that (F— that) 5| FH R EIFENG,
MAEERSr & — A~ on which 5| R K EIEMN A, AR the ones, TIXA
EEMNTFNEH—A that 5| FHEENE, FRBM good things, &%
BX: ARBERBANE, XRELSWIFWKEL, RYMEDTTHFZENIN
HRGBEELE T .

(® The density of people in society is so thick that we forget life will end one
day and we don’t know when that one day will be. (Paragraph 11) Z</]} so
... that 5| WG FRIBEBNG], BEN MU/ XA UEF--", W5
FERRENT, SEFX: XML, ERBEENARD, R
MEARLIE/ERAELSEDNR L, ERFER— XM 2K,

New Words
G\-pﬂuéqi/ﬁ

1. happy-to-be-alive [ 'haepito,bia'laiv] a. FKILH
2. mischievousness [ 'mistfivasnis] n. EAEE

3. continuously [ kon'tinjuasli] ad. AErih, FELEHY
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remainder [ ri'meinda] n. LY, HEHWA

side-ways ['saidweiz] a. (%}) 151—31 (—M)H0; 1135380
billfold [ 'bilfould] n. £&3%&

frazzled [ 'fraezld] a. FHWT K

sheepishly [ '[itpifli] ad. FiHh, RGFEEH

bat [bet] vt. & vi. R, H----- FHEk

10. eyelash ['ailef[] n. BEFE

O 00 N9 O B

Phrases & Expressions

oSG
. one in a million B Bk —
2. fly by B i
Exercises
s =an e

= Comprehension Exercises: Yes / No / Not Given

Directions: Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the information
given in the passages, and mark Y for Yes, N for No, or NG if the
information is Not Given in the passage.

( ) Mark was used to being corrected his misbehaving by the Sister.

2. ( ) When I taught Mark again, he talked less in the ninth grade than he did
in the third.

3. ( ) During the Vietnam War, Mark folded and refolded the pieces of those
good things many times.

4. ( ) All the students abandoned the pieces of compliments except Mark.

5. ( ) We should praise the people we love and care about before it is too late.

= Vocabulary Exercises
Directions : Complete each of the following sentences with the most appropriate word or

phrase from the box. Change the form if necessary.

compliment fold assignment density permission

delight mean individual glance whisper
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1. He is the best man who can finish the

2. She gave a shy smile when he paid her a(n)

3. He business: he really will shoot us if we try to escape.

4. He the audience with his performance.

5. He gave her an admiring

6. She said it in a(n) , so I didn’t hear.

7. You were wrong to take the car without

8. He ' the map carefully before he set out.

9. A teacher can’t give attention to each student if his class is large.

10. The of population in this city is very high.
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After—Class Reading /

~ Passage |
A Change Within the Heart of One Boy

1 Steve, a twelve-year-old boy with alcoholic parents, was about to be lost forever,
by the U.S. education system. Remarkably, he could read, yet, in spite of his
reading skills, Steve was failing. He had been failing since first grade, as he was
passed on from grade to grade. Steve was a big boy, looking more like a teenager
than a twelve year old, yet, Steve went unnoticed ... until Miss White.

2 Miss White was a smiling, young beautiful girl! For the first time in his young
life, he couldn’t take his eyes off his teacher; yet, still he failed. He never did his
homework, and he was always in trouble with Miss White.

3 In the middle of the first semester of school, the entire seventh grade was tested
for basic skills. Steve hurried through his tests, and continued to dream of other
things, as the day wore on. His heart was not in school, but in the woods, where he
often escaped alone, trying to shut out the sights, sounds and smells of his alcoholic
home. ©

4 One day, Miss White’s voice broke into his daydreams.

5 “Steve” ! Startled, he turned to look at her.

6 Steve locked his gaze on Miss White, as she began to go over the test results for
the seventh grade.

7 “You all did pretty well,” she told the class, “except for one boy, and it breaks
my heart to tell you this, but ... ” She hesitated, her eyes searching Steve’s face.

8 “ ... The smartest boy in the seventh grade is failing my class” !

9 “You're smart enough! Don’t give up on your life! Steve, pleaée! I care about
you™ !

10 Wow! Suddenly, Steve got it! Someone cared about him? Someone, totally
unattainable and perfect, CARED ABOUT HIM?!

11 Steve went home from school, thoughtful, that afternoon. Walking into the
house, he took one look around. Both parents were passed out, in various stages of

undress! He, quickly, gathered up his camping gear, a jar of peanut butter, a loaf
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of bread, a bottle of water, and this time ... his schoolbooks.

12 The following Monday he arrived at school on time, and he waited for Miss
White to enter the classroom. She walked in, all sparkle and smiles!

13 Miss White, immediately, gave a quiz on the weekend homework. Steve hurried
through the test, and was the first to hand in his paper. With a look of surprise,
Miss White took his paper. Obviously puzzled, she began to look it over. Steve
walked back to his desk, his heart pounding within his chest.

14 Miss White’s face was in total shock ! She glanced up at Steve, down, and up.
15 Suddenly, her face broke into a radiant smile. The smartest boy in the seventh
grade had just passed his first test!

16 From that moment nothing was the same for Steve. Life at home remained the
same, but life still changed. He discovered that not only could he learn, but he was
—good at it! .

17 He discovered that he could understand and retain knowledge, and that he
could translate the things he learned into his own life. Steve began to excel! And he
continued this course throughout his school life.

18 After high-school Steve enlisted in the Navy, and he had a successful military
career. During that time, he met the love of his life, he raised a family, and he
graduated from college Magna Cum Laude®. During his Naval career, he inspired
many young people, who without him, might not have believed in themselves. ®
Steve began a second career after the Navy, and he continues to inspire others, as an
adjunct professor (FEHELF{ #Z) in a nearby college. Miss White left a great legacy.
She saved one boy who has changed many lives.

19  You see, it’s simple, really. A change took place within the heart of one boy,
all because of one teacher, who cared. ‘

(635 words)

= Notes:

@D His heart was not in school, but in the woods, where he often escaped
alone, trying to shut out the sights, sounds and smells of his alcoholic home.
(Paragraph 3) ARG R —ME G A, not ... but BH KRR TR ",
where 5| @ T — M ER G HEE BN A, B155E1T17 woods, X B where £ X
FElE, AEEeg, EFEENGRRIE, tying o . RIESFEEIE,
ERRERIBER B M. SHFX: MM OHAEERE, MEEMBEEMHA
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BB AR, AR, bl B BRI R Z K HAE RS,

@ Magna Cum Laude (Paragraph 18): R FMS, KABMR A K RH.
R FRRIR & B #EAR B o

@ During his Naval career, he inspired many young people, who without
him, might not have believed in themselves. (Paragraph 18) XA E—1ME &
A], who 5| MR —IEMGEIEEIENA], FRBEM young people, M 4]
# might not have done HEMIER, RASTEFLMR. 2HRX: &
e FEAES, ¥ TREBERA. MREAEM, XLEATEREN
HEBCHME.

New Words
s <an s

alcoholic [ ;lka'holik] a. ENEHY

startle [ 'staitl] ve. ()24, {18

gaze [geiz] n. &v. BEW

unattainable [ Ana'teinabl] a. ¥EXBIH, HE DK
thoughtful [ '0o:tfl] a. FERK, KI4HK

gear [gia] n. R, KB

sparkle [ 'spa:kl] n. [N, X7k

glance [glamns] vi. & we. HW, WH—F; ¥RLEMW, NI
radiant [ 'reidjont] a. &RJEH), BARH

O 0 9 N L AW N -

10. retain [ri'tein] vt. {£¥F, 29, icfE, BiF

11. excel [ik'sel] vi. & vt. T, #iL(excel oneself kit LAFE)
12. enlist [in'list] vi. & vt. fE5F, fEA(H; BFX, KEXHF
13. legacy ['legoasi] n. #™, BHBEANKRA

Phrases & Expressions
D Sanaas uik

1. pass on i1t
2. pass out MgEF
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Exercises
S San = ul
= Comprehension Exercises: Understanding the Text
Directions: Read the text carefully and give an appropriate answer to each of the
Sfollowing questions.
1. Why did Steve hurry through his test for basic skills?
How did Steve feel when he heard that Miss White cared about him?
What did Steve do after he went home from school?

What was the result when Steve hurried through the quiz on weekend homework ?

A WwWN

Why did the author believe that Miss White left a.great legacy?

= Vocabulary Exercises
Directions: Complete each of the following sentences with the most appropriate word or

phrase from the box. Change the form if necessary.

startle gaze thoughtful alcoholic hesitate
wear on raise in spite of inspire break into

1. His best music was by the memory of his mother.

2. She to hurt the child’s feelings.

3. She turned her head away, feeling too ashamed to meet his

4. He was by the news.

5. The meeting all afternoon.

6. It’s difficult a family on a small income.

7. It was of you to warn me of your arrival.

8. As the President’s car arrived, the crowd loud applause.

9. He’d better watch himself or he’ll be going the way of his father and ending up

a(n)

10. the bad weather, we went fishing.



