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Come take choice of all my library,
And so beguilethy sorrow.
William Shakespeare,

Titus Andronicus
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Th' first thing to have in a libry is a shelf. Fr'm time to
time this can be decorated with lithrachure. But th' shelf
is th' main thing.
Finley Peter Dunne,

Mr. Dooley Says
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The student has his Rome, his whole glowing
Italy,within the four walls of his library. He has in his
books the ruins of an antique world and the glories of a
modern one.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,

Hyperion: A Romance
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America's libraries are the fruits of a great
democracy. They exist because we believe that
memory and truth are important. They exist because
we believe that information and knowledge are not
the exclusive domain of a certain type or class of
person but rather the province of all who seek to learn.
A democratic society holds these institutions in high
regard.

Robert S. Martin At A House Subcommittee

Hearing On Education
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Libraries are as the shrines where all the relics of the
ancient saints, full of true virtue, and that without
delusion or imposture, are preserved and reposed.
Francis Bacon, The Two Bookes Of Francis Bacon:

Of The Proficience And Aduancement Of Learning,

Diuine And Humane
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The librarian of today, and it will be true still more of the
librarians of tomorrow, are not fery dragons interposed
between the people and the books. They are useful
public servants, who manage libraries in the interest of
the public . . . Many still think that a great reader, or a
writer of books, will make an excellent librarian. This is
pure fallacy.

Sir William Osler,

Library Association Record 17 (1917)
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A truly great library contains something in it to offend
everyone.

Jo Godwin
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Librarianavengers.Org
Librarians wield unfathomable power. With a fip of the
wrist they can hide your dissertation behind piles of old
Field and Stream magazines. They can fnd data for your
term paper that you never knew existed. They may even
point you toward new and appropriate subject headings.
People become librarians because they know too much.
Their knowledge extends beyond mere categories. They
cannot be confned to disciplines. Librarians are all-
knowing and all-seeing. They bring order to chaos.
They bring wisdom and culture to the masses.
They preserve every aspect of human knowledge.
Librarians rule.. ..

Erica Olsen, LibrarianAvengers.org
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If librarianship is the connecting of people to ideas—
and I believe that is the truest defnition of what we do—
it is crucial to remember that we must keep and make
available, not just good ideas and noble ideas, but bad
ideas, silly ideas, and yes, even dangerous and wicked
ideas.

Graceanne A. Decandido,

“Technology Is The Campfire Around Which We Tell Our Stories”
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Don't join the book burners. Don't think you're going
to conceal faults by concealing evidence that they never
existed. Don't be afraid to go in your library and read
every book.
Dwight D. Eisenhower,

Commencement Address, Dartmouth College, 1953
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My two favorite things in life are libraries and bicycles.

They both move people forward without wasting

anything. The perfect day: riding a bike to the library.
Peter Golkin, as quoted at Wordsmith.Org



