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Preface

It has been the dream of the recent generations in China to build the Three Gorges Water Conservation
and Hydropower Project. Today the dream has come true. The largest hydropower station in the world will
emerge in Xiling Gorge. With the construction of the dam, the immortal Three Gorges of the Yangtze will
stand out with her new form. According to the design of the Three Gorges Project, the dam will be 185 me-
tres above sea level which the normal retaining water will be 175 m above sea level which can reach
Chongging port. The water in some branches of the Yangtze will rise by 110 metres.

The total area to be incovered by the water will amount to 1034 square kilometres, of which 632 square
kilometres are land. Some of the historical interests and natural landscape along the Three Gorges will also
be submerged, such as Qiufeng Pavilion in Badong County, Qu Yuan Temple in Zigui County, Yongan Palace
in Fengjie County and the Whitewashed Wall, the ancient cliff paths, the ruins of the Daxi Culture and
Zhongbaodao Culture etc.

A number of new attractive sights in the Three Gorges, on the contrary, thanks to the retaining water in
the dam, will come into existence. The present wide and narrow valleys are bound to give way to wide lakes
and valleys with steep precipices on both sides respectively.

The Three Gorges of the Yangtze River are a shining pearl in China with picturesque mountains and
clear water. They boast not only long history and rich culture, but also unmatched humanist interests and
relics, and unique local conditions and customs. To make people who have been to the Three Gorges keep
the gorges in mind and those who have not been to the Three Gorges long for the gorges forever, we have
compiled this picture album Panorama of The Three Gorges of the Yangtze River in China, which makes the
present Three Gorges go down in history, brings their elegant demeanors into future and passes their bril-
liance to our next generations. Through the water level of 175m above sea level the water in the dam will
reach, Panorama of the Three Gorges of the Y.angtze fully displays the beautiful natural scenery, humanist in-
terests, history and culture, the local conditions and customs in the area as well as the Three Gorges Project
under construction and the magnificent view of the future Three Gorges Reservoir region.

This book features both vivid descriptions and beautiful impressive pictures. A lot of bird’s — eye views
of the Three Gorges and the details about them are included in it. It is worth reading for its scientific and
knowledgeable records of actual events which incorporates science and art. The scenic spots and historic
interests along the Three Gorges are arranged in their geological positions from Fengjie County, Sichuan
Province in the west to Yichang City, Hubei Province in the east.

Panorama of the Three Gorges of the Yangtze is a precious historical record for you to collect with its

high documentary values.
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The Yangtze River is the longest
river in China and the third longest in
the world. It has a catchment area of 1.
8 million square kilometres, which is

- nearly one fifth of China’s whole territo-

ry . People along the Yangtze River
produce 40% of the whole nation’ s
wealth.

The Three Gorges begin from
Baidicheng in Fengjie Sichuan Province
and ends in Nanjin Pass in Yichang
Hubei Province. They extend for a dis-
tance of 193 kilometres.

The three sectons of the gorges
are Qutang ,Wuxia and Xiling. Each of
the sections has specific features of its
own.Qutang Gorge is celebrated for its
majestic steep crags on the banks of
the river. Wuxia Gorge is famous for its

secluded beauty . Here the river winds -

its way through the anticline of the
Wushan Mountains that extend continu-
ously for forty - five kilometres. Xiling
Gorge is noted for its many rapids and
dangerous shoals. But in ancient
times, the Three Gorges area was once
a vast sea. Thanks to a violent crustal
movement 2.5 billion years ago, lands
began to emerge in this area.As early
as 200 million years ago, another more
powerful mountain forming movement
took place during the triassic period, the
Three Gorges area turned sea into land
completely . The sections of the Three
Gorges come into existence at last. Lat-
er on ,the turbulent river began to wash
the river bed and banks continuously
day and night. The river bed deepened
and the valley widened . Stubornly and
irresistibly the great Yangtze thus broke
through the valley and the mountains

and flows forever onwards . In the sec-

tions of the Three Gorges range
Qutang Gorge, Dalinghe Broad Valley ,
Wuxia Gorge , Xiangxi Broad Valley,
Xiling Gorge, offering a unique natural
and neat gorge , also known as the
Great Gorge, the rugged peaks along
the river are in a great variety of
shapes adorned with ancient trees and
vines, colourful flowers and verdant
leaves.As the roaring river gushes on-
wards, it churns up a great curtain of
mist. At some points, the river seems
to be blocked by a vertical cliff right in
front , but a sudden turn of the boat

brings it to another section of fine
scenery. The Twelve Peaks of the
Wushan Mountains have been well
known since ancient times. They stand
on the southern and northern sides of
the river, vying one another for beauty
in their unique shapes. Cruising down
this gorge is like strolling down a picture
gallery. Some of the peaks half hidden
behind drifting mists are like faintly
inked traditional Chinese paintings,
while the rugged peaks piercing into the
clouds with boisterous waves below
present scenes of the richly coloured oil
painting,and the steep - sided and ver-
ticl walled mountains are like those in a
forcefully executed wood cut print. All
these pictures are well spaced and ap-
pear in perfect shades of colour. They
are the wonders of nature.

In the past ,the swift current, boil-
ing whirlpools and soaring waves made
the section of Xiling Gorge the grave
yard of many a boat. But now the navi-
gation channel has been cleared of ob-
structions and the situation has
changed greatly. We can go through
the gorge even at night.

The Three Gorges are separated
by broad side valleys cut by Daling, Xi-
angxi, Miaonan and other tributaries.
In these sections, the Yangtze broad-
ens out and the terrain becomes less
steep. Along the river are terraces of
land with hills in the distance sloping to-
wards the west. In the antumn when
the oranges ripens, its sweet fragrance
drifts to the boats on the river. All these
are screened off in the far distance by
green mountain peaks When you come
here, you’ Il enjoy a leisurely melody
after a rapsody. It refreshes you both
in the heart and the mind.
landscape .

The Three Gorges of the Yangtze
River are a mysterious and beautiful
precious land. Archaeologically, about
2.01 to 2. 04 million years ago, along
the Three Gorges lived Wushan Man,
which were found to exist 300 thousand
years earlier than Yuanmou Man whose
fossils were found in Yuanmou, Yunnan
Province, so the area has been be-
lieved as the earliest birthplace of Asian
men. Since 1979 when the Three
Gorges Project started, thousands of

cultural relics have been unearthed on
Zhongbaodao Island, the site of the
Three Gorges Project. The archaeolo-
gists have found that the unearthed cul-
tural relics had some links with Daxi
Culture, Quijianling Culture and Long-
shan Culture , which formed the cream
of Chinese ancient culture.In the Three
Gorges area exist inspiring legends
about the Fair Peak and such imortal
masterpieces as Li Sao (a poem by the
4th century BC poet and statesman Qu
Yuan) Ode to the Orange Tree (by Qu
Yuan) and other well — known works by
scholars of successive dynastiés: For
its special and strategical location, the
area had been a place contested by all
strategists. Plenty of heroic and moving
deeds and the ruins of the wars in the
past also remain today . The rich cul-
ture of this area goes back to ancient
times.

The Three Gorges , a facinating
place,is as beautiful as a good picture
all the year round. It has always attract-
ed ancient and modern tourists from
both home and abroad with its varieties
of fantastic scenery whether in spring,
summer, antumn or winter. In the sec-
tion of Qutang Gorge,the Yangtze outs
through the Mesozoic limestone of the
anticline of the Qiyue Mountains and
flows between vertical cliffs which look
as if hewn with an axe, covered with
mosses and green growth. These cliffs
are like green curtains flanking the river
.Sighing over the marvels of the sight,
a poet wrote, “Even ten thousand fluent
pens, Cant describe the peaks along
the Qutang”. Wuxia Gorge, the middle
section of the Three Gorges, is a long
build the Three Gorges Water Conser-
vation and Hydropower Project was
passed at the Fifth Session of the Sev-
enth National People’ s Congress.
From then on, the Three Gorges has
been turned into the focus of the world
again. This huge project being under
construction will effectively control the
torrential flow on the upper reaches and
free the middie and lower reaches from
the threat of flood . Undoubtfully, the
complex system will also benifit our
next generations greatly .




The Scenery of Wuxia Gorge
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75 B e (2, A Bird’s - eye View of Xiling Gorge




