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Legal Discourse Information Analysis in Applied Researches
DU Jinbang

[Abstract] Forensic linguistics in the international context has thus far witnessed its
great development. In China, applied research in forensic linguistics has also embarked
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on a new stage. The applied studies in forensic text analysis, speech recognition,
forensic psycholinguistic analysis, legal language teaching, legal translation and so
forth have come to the fore. All such studies necessarily call for theories that can
hopefully provide direct support thereto. The discourse information theory put forward
by some researchers is one that can satisfy such demand since it has been offering
pertinent theoretical and methodological supports for the afore— said applied studies.
This article, in response to the requirements of applied forensic linguistic research,
elucidates the discourse information theory by focusing on the rationale, principles,
basic concepts, methodology, relevant tools and procedures of technical realization. It
then illustrates with some specific research tasks, the process of discourse information
analysis, discusses the feasibility of the discourse information theory in the applied
research of forensic linguistics, and emphasizes the role that the theory is expected to
play.

[Key words] DIA (discourse information analysis); experimental research; CLIPS
(Corpus for the Legal Information Processing System) ; multimodal information processing
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