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Bl & Preface

As the unique handmade Chinese folk art,
Chinese knot is a knitting handicraft with
diverse shapes mirroring the charm of
oriental art, wisdom of Chinese people and
their artistic attainment.

Chinese people have been showing
special preference to knitting strings so that
they have made diverse Chinese knots by
their amazing creativity and clever hands.
Knots were widely used in ancient times
when they acted as notes, accessories and
emotional expression. As time goes by,
those beautiful knots made in old times are
gone but the design can be seen from carved
stones, paintings and accessories. The
depiction of diverse shapes and beautiful
patterns has been passed down. What’s
more, the profound connotation of Chinese
knots has been rooted in later generations.

A small handmade Chinese knot is
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endowed with both beauty and spirituality.
Chinese people prefer knots in rustic and
natural style because any kind of mechanical
production is no substitute for ingenious

handmade ones.
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Culture of Chinese Knot
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Affected by Chinese value orientation and the aesthetic of traditional
folk art, Chinese knot which symbolized pursuit of unity, perfection
and harmony acted as an important means of cultural exchange and
communication among ancient people. Under the influence of this
aesthetic ideology, Chinese knot was gradually innovated in design,
colors, names, knitting and usage; however, the implied meaning of
Chinese knot related to happiness, longevity and harmony as well
as a reflection of people’s common pursuit for good health, success
and wealth remained unchanged.
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> Origin and Development
of Chinese Knot

Making a knot is a common practice but
meaningful. Tying a knot seems to be a
piece of cake; that is to say, where there
is a rope, there is a knot. When it comes
to meaningfulness, knots can be used
not only for fastening, connecting and
tying objects but also for decoration and
conveying special emotions. Knots have
close relations with people’s spiritual
life through all the years, so they have
become meaningful decorations leaving
endless affection with people.

Tying knots can be dated back
long time ago but it was unknown
when it started. Let’s hereby start with
a hypothesis. From time immemorial,
primitive people twisted natural material
such as grass, rattan, hemp, palm fiber,
bamboo and branches to bind around

their clothing and strap the fruit and prey.
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Rubbings of Twisted Rope Patterns on Painted Pottery of Daxi

Culture (Neolithic Age)
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They could be the prototypes for the
original ropes. Let’s put forward another
hypothesis. The primitive people lived
at the cave of the Dragon Bone Hill,
Zhoukoudian, Beijing. Bone needles
and such ornaments as animal teeth and
various bones with drilled holes were
discovered among the ruins. It suggested
that the manmade thread and rope for
sewing appeared during the Paleolithic
Period. If above two hypotheses are
admissible, it is safe to say that the
history of using knots is as old as history
of human civilization.

The history of using knots was
recorded in Interpretation in The Book
of Change. As noted in this book, human
beings originally kept a record of events

by knots in ancient times before written
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language was invented. It is said that an
important event was marked by a large
knot and vice versa. Various kinds of
knots were used to help their memory
of different events; however, it is hard
to trace what they looked like. Anyway,
we can learn that in addition to the basic
function of binding and connecting
objects, the knot also acted as a memory
aid of recording the historical event in
ancient times. In a word, the knot was
regarded as a sacred object in ancient
people’s mind because it played an
important role at that time.

After knots were widely used in daily
life, people started to keep an eye on the
design of knots so as to meet their higher
aesthetic standards. Even though not a
single physical knot was left from that
time, from the ornamental patterns on the
vessels we can know for sure how the
knot design make people’s life gracious

and beautiful. During the Neolithic Age,
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Pottery Cookware with Ornamental Knot
Pattern (Xia Dynasty)

This cookware was used for steaming food. It can be
divided into two parts; water was poured into lower
part and food was placed on the grate to be steamed.



[Ts

c HAMBLELTELE (F)

Rubbing of Knots Pattern on Copper Pot (Spring
and Autumn Period, 770 B.C.-476 B.C.)
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there appeared diverse knot patterns such
as twisting, winding and interweaving
on pottery. Even though they were not
exactly the same as the physical knots,
they mirrored the abstract images.
While an upsurge in aesthetic was in the
making, the abstract images evolved into
knot patterns accordingly and they were

used for ornamental purpose.
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Using Knot to Keep a Record for Events

One of the most common ways to keep a record for events in ancient times was tying knots before
the written language was invented. Considering what kind of the event, importance of the event and
involved quantity, different kinds of knots would be used accordingly. Simple numbers were counted
by means of knots tied on a single rope while complicated things had to be marked by a number of
crossed ropes. The northern nomads still used this method until the Song Dynasty.
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Using Knot to Keep a Record for Events
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The knot became less functional but
tended to be more ornamental during the
Spring and Autumn and Warring States
Period (770 B.C. -221 B.C.). Taking the
bronze wine vessel with ornamental knot
pattern as an example, it had a handle
and remained the main structure of small
jar but its design has combined the knot
pattern with the double dragon pattern,
which presented aesthetic taste and
cultural significance of that era. Because
the craftsman had preference for the knot,
its decorative value became all the more
prominent. Since then, the knot pattern
has become a common ornament on
utensils.

The knot also acted as accessories

in ancient times. “Loose costumes
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Rubbing of Duo-Dragon and Rope Knots Patterns on Bronze
Urn [Part] (Spring and Autumn Period)
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Bronze Tripod with Curled-up Serpent Pattern
(Spring and Autumn Period)

c BELWT (KE)
Bronze Pot with Rigging-shaped Pattern
(Warring States Period)
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An Ancient Tool for Unknotting (Spring and Autumn Period)
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with straps” was the fashion of that
era. To keep warm fitting closely but
comfortably, ancient people knotted the
strap; thereby the style of knot became
very rich. Used as tying and decoration,
the knot has constituted an important
part of Chinese classical clothing. As the
knot became a common practice, ancient
people often had a tool for unknotting
with them. The book Explaining
Characters states that: “Xi, pendant horn,
with tapering tip, is used for untangling
the knots.”

The knot was closely connected
with ancient costumes because it was
often tied on dress, on hats, on seals and
on jade pendants. For Chinese people,

wearing jade accessories has long history.
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Restored Painting of Painted Wooden

Figurines from Chu State Tomb, in Xinyang,
Henan Province

Two figures in the drawing wore crossed collar and
right-buttoned garment with loose arced sleeves. It
was decorated with diamond-shaped edge, beads,
colored ribbons and groups of jade ornaments.
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When it comes to jade, Chinese people
often think of its symbolic spiritual
connotations. Because beautiful jade has
been endowed with various meanings
related to Chinese culture, wearing jade
accessories was often associated with a
person’s social status, power, personal
ethic and morals. As noted in The Book
of Rites, every gentleman in ancient times
had a jade accessory with him.

There was a hole on a jade pendant
to tie with silk braid. Referring to some
related visual data, we can see a variety
of silk braid widely used as early as
the Warring States Period. Unearthed
painted wooden figurines from Chu State
Tomb, in Xinyang, Henan Province

vividly depicted ancient people wore



