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WARM-UP ACTIVITIES

I. Talk about it:

Parents love us most. Please talk with your partner about your parents. Have you ever bought or
made any present for your parents? If any, what is it? Explain why you chose such a present.

I Listen to it; Listen to Text A and fill in the blanks.

1. Five dollars would buy almost a week’s groceries for his Reuben could
not ask his for the
2. Folks around here don’t usually have that kind of money to on things. It
should for a
3. That day he found two sacks, which he took to the rambling factory and
to the man in charge of nails.
4. It was when Reuben got home. His father sat at the big kitchen table,
working on a net. Dora was at the kitchen stove, ready to
dinner as Reuben took his at the table.
5. All summer long, despite chores at home — weeding and the garden,
wood and water — Reuben kept to his
task.
6. He ran into the barn, to the hayloft and the tin can.
He the coins out and began to count.
7. The man went to the window and retrieved Reuben’s A4 ke
the dust off and gently it in brown paper.
8. She unwrapped it to save the paper. A velvet
jewel box

J

Unit 1 Love e



Texr A

A boy with a mission
Indra Sharma

1 In 1945, a 12-year-old boy saw something in a shop window that set his
heart racing. But the price — five dollars — was far beyond Reuben Earle’s
means." Five dollars would buy almost a week’s groceries for his family. Reuben
couldn’t ask his father for the money. Everything Mark Earle made through
fishing, Reuben's mother, Dora, stretched like elastic to feed and clothe their

five children.?

2 Nevertheless, he opened the shop’s weathered door and went inside.
Standing proud and straight in his flour-sack shirt and washed-out trousers, he
told the shopkeeper what he wanted, adding, “but I don’t have the money right
now. Can you please hold it for me for some time?” “I’ll try,” the shopkeeper
smiled. “Folks around here don 't usually have that kind of money to spend on
things. It should keep for a while.>”

3 Reuben respectfully touched his worn cap and walked out into the sunlight
with the bay rippling in a freshening wind. There was purpose in his loping
stride.* He would raise the five dollars and not tell anybody.

4 He ran towards the sound and stopped at a construction site. People built
their own homes in Bay Roberts, using nails purchased in hessian sacks from a
local factory. Sometimes the sacks were discarded in the flurry of building, and
Reuben knew he could sell them back to the factory for five cents apiece.

5 That day he found two sacks, which he took to the rambling wooden factory
and sold to the man in charge of packing nails. The boy’s hand tightly clutched
the five-cent pieces as he ran the two kilometers home.

Near his house stood the ancient barn that housed the family’s goats and

Lo}
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1

chickens. Reuben found a rusty baking-soda tin and dropped his coins inside.
Then he climbed into the loft of the barn and hid the tin beneath a pile of sweet-

smelling hay.

It was dinnertime when Reuben got home. His father sat at the big kitchen
table, working on a fishing net. Dora was at the kitchen stove, ready to serve
dinner as Reuben took his place at the table. Sunlight from the window gilded
her shoulder-length blonde hair. Slim and beautiful, she was the center of the
home, the glue that held it together.

Her chores were never-ending. Sewing clothes for her family on the old
treadle machine, cooking meals and baking bread, planting and tending a
vegetable garden, milking the goats and scrubbing soiled clothes on a wash
board. But she was happy. Her family and their well-being were her highest
priority.

Everyday after chores and school, Reuben scoured the town, collecting the
hessian nail bags. All summer long, despite chores at home — weeding and
watering the garden, cutting wood and fetching water — Reuben kept to his
secret task. Soon the leaves fell and the winds blew cold and gusty from the bay.
Often he was cold, tired and hungry, but the thought of the object in the shop
window sustained him.

Finally spring burst into glorious green and Reuben’s spirits erupted. The

e de oG

time had come! Heran' ' | s'# s’ e'o 0’0 e s'a w's's'y

into the barn, climbed *
Wotes

to the hayloft and un-

covered the tin can. He : 1. But the ... Earle s means. (para. 1) @Eﬁ%fﬁﬂ‘]fﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬂ TEA-.

poured the coins out | JE/REGEZHES.
and began to count.

’I‘tlen he COul’lth agaiﬂ. repair. ﬁmiﬁi&*sﬁﬁgTo meansiz%*gl&Ao

I/A]H beyond B & SR HTEE . AB7, Wi The bicycle is beyond

m o 2. Everything Mark ... five children. (para. 1) Ty » JE/RITEFTBA S —
He needed 20 cents «  jygp o poimim i RoR B PTE FIEB TAOE S |

more. Could there be | g 4@ ,everything Mark Earle made through fishingf&stretched >

any sacks leftanywhere °  H=iE, HEERACER 7 EriEiE.

in town? He had to find » 3: Folks around ... a while. (para. 2) XBHA—BASHRBIEEXIMHE -

[N e RS [Nva s 2 S 8

four and sell them be- -
OuT ang ST I OET T thatkind of money #AVZINER, HNVMEKMAMERT, RO

fore the day ended. C MM

The shadows were *
lengthening when

yes o
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Reuben arrived at the factory. The sack buyer was about to lock up.

“Mister! Please don’t close up yet.” The man turned and saw Reuben,

dirty and sweat stained.
“Come back tomorrow, boy.”

“Please, Mister. I have to sell the sacks now — please.” The man heard a
tremor in Reuben’s voice and could tell he was close to tears.

“Why do you need this money so badly?”

“It’s a secret.”

The man took the sacks, reached into his pocket and put four coins in
Reuben’s hand. Reuben murmured a thank you and ran home.

Then, clutching the tin can, he headed for the shop.

“I have the money,” he solemnly told the owner. The man went to the
window and retrieved Reuben’s treasure. He wiped the dust off and gently
wrapped it in brown paper. Then he placed the parcel in Reuben’s hands.

Racing home, Reuben burst through the front door. His mother was
scrubbing the kitchen stove. “Here, Mum! Here!” Reuben exclaimed as he ran
to her side. He placed a small box in her work-roughened hand.

She unwrapped it carefully, to save the paper. A blue velvet jewel box
appeared. Dora lifted the lid, tears beginning to blur her vision. In gold lettering
on a small almond-shaped brooch was the word: Mother. It was Mother’s Day,
1946. Dora had never received such a gift; she had no finery except her wedding
ring. Speechless, she smiled radiantly and gathered her son into her arms.

ABCDEF GHIIKIMNOPORSTUNNEN Z

race /rers/ v. (cause t0) move or go very fast; rush Fe R B ATIE A E TS

()BT, EEE stretch /stretf/ v. be elastic A4, H
beyond /br'jond/ prep. outside the range orlimitsof ~ elastic /flestk/ n. B A B, BEF

A tEE, TR feed /fi:d/ v givefoodto *Ric, M, H---4R
means /'mimz/ n. money, income, or wealth, esp. B ‘

money enough to afford all one needs M ; (1 clothe /klsud/ v. cover with clothes or provide clothes

0
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for FR; SRR

nevertheless /,nevada'les/ ad. in spite of this; yet
KR, Rk, REdeit

weather /'weda/ v. wear away or change the appearance
or texture by long exposure to the atmosphere (B
REASTME, ZRER, KA

flour /'flave/ n. E#r;(B-45) B RAIH

sack /sek/ n. KR\ A RRE; AL

respectfully /rr'spektful/ ad. feeling or showing respect
Wik, Hilk

freshen /'frefan/ 1, (of wind) gain in force; become stronger
or colder; make (something) newer, cleaner, or more
attractive (FO)E3%; KA ; 1378, LFH

lope /lavp/ v. (esp. of an animal) move easily and quite
fast with springing steps (/.15 340)42 9k & 7 %

stride /straid/ . along step in walking X%, ¥

hessian /'heston/ n, ALBRAT 4

discard /dis'ka:d/ v. getrid of as useless #5F; &

flurry /'flary/ »n. anumber of things arriving or happening
suddenly and during the same period 7] B} & 4 &%
—%PFN, —&S

apiece /a'pi:s/ ad. to, for or from each person or thing;
each #A, #A, #fF; B4

rambling /'rembliy/ . (of a house, street, etc.) of
irregular shape and covering a large area (5T .
Al F)RARFH

clutch /klatf/ v hold tightly %i&, Rk

barn /bam/n. B ©F; AW

rusty /'rast/ a. (of metal) covered with rust

loft /Ioft/ n. JBEA%

serve /'s3:v/ v. offer (food, drinks, a meal etc.) for
eating or drinking #EBE(R . At KEF);
i EURESF); A%

gild /gild/ v. cover with a thin coat of gold or gold paint

()5t

blonde /blond/ 4. (of hair) light-colored (usu.
yellowish) &4 #9

glue /glu/n. &AK; &

chore /tfo:/ n. aregular and necessary piece of work or
job,esp.inahouse REF%; BFEEZIH

treadle /'tredl/ n. (AE LR BSRA =22 St )

i

scrub /skrab/ y, rub hard at something in order to clean
it, e.g. with a stiff brush  #2k, #4

priority /prar'orot/ ,. something that needs attention,
consideration, service, etc., before others 4 %t%
JE(BIR) 4 F h

scour /'skava/ y go throughevery part of (an area)
thoroughly in search of someone or something £
(R BRF(ARY)

gusty /'gast/ ¢ (with wind) blowing in gust 7 5
TR b

sustain /sa'stem/ y, keep up the strength, spirits, or
determination of 4R (KA. M. ko)

glorious /'glorias/ ;. beautiful and splendid 4%
o5 A

erupt /1'tapt/ y break out suddenly and dramatically;
give vent to enthusiasm & (¥ H)

hayloft /'herloft/ », aroom where hay iskept 7% T
3 Ak

lengthen /'lenBon/ , make or become longer #E4,
mK, BK

stain /stem/ y, mark or discolor in a way that is lasting
or difficult to remove #:75; ¥, B FAEARF
84 75 3

tremor /'trema/ p. a shaking or trembling movement
caused by fear, nervousness, illness, weakness, etc.
Ew, &K

solemnly /'splemll/ g4~ (of a promise) made with great
seriousness and no intention of breaking it /& /% 3,
ER; PR

retrieve /ri'tri:v/ y, find and bring back; regain 4%
=, kg, Re; £

treasure /'treze/ p. wealth in form of gold, silver,
jewels, etc. 24RME, =R

exclaim /ik'sklem/, speak or say loudly and suddenly,
because of surprise or other strong feeling (& T
TRIFR IR G BT R, ;. K E L

roughen /'tafan/ y, make or become rough (1£)%
Bk, () E/FRF

velvet /'velvit/ n.  K#k, L4, ZHK

blur /bl3:/ v, make (something) difficult to see or see

7
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through clearly 42481, AR FE finery /'famory/ 7. beautiful or showy clothes, jewelry, |
lettering /'letartn/ 7. the art of writing or drawing letters etc., esp. for a special occasion 4 &R ; H4h |
orwords FHBEELHAK, 5, Z2F, #ép  radiantly /rerdiontly ad. (of a person or his appearance) ;
almond /'a:mond/ 7. #4=, mbk showing love and happiness (AR ILIPR)EA }

brooch /'broutf/ n. (% B)MA4T, 44t . t

4

o e

|
_; Useful expressions ;

expressions , examples

| in charge of: (of) a position of care, control, or | She is in charge of the supermarket. 2 iX & |
' responsibility for a person, group, organization, | R EE, !
;: etc. fik, £% ;

|

2
| take one’s place: go to one’s position for some ; Every player took his place. The match would start
| activity #t4x ‘soon. EFHRAE®EMLT, WERD L4, |
| ' |

hold together: (cause to) remain united (1) ’ It is his brother that holds the family together. %
; B4, & o7 | TR AT R A 2 —ALHY
%

i
l
; keep to: stick to; persistin; follow one’s (promise. | She worked out a plan of study and kept to it ;
ietc. ) BH, R#E; &F, BTHETT) | faithfully. de#) & T —A% T #4250 % #AT, {
| ~ { | He always keeps to his promise. #.—@i Fi# 3, ’
| i
' lock up: make (a building) safe by locking the | The office had been locked up when he |
| doors, esp. for the night (L¥5EZFE)HAF(E | arrived. FRALZ M, FAELEHT |

, |
i |

!

|

| A e) N |
| head for: move towards; goto #i----#fik, é The children headed for the playground after thr

[ g 3cIass was over. — Fif, EFMLHAMG -

il s SR VLS 1Sl B AT B s TSN o LW S S R TR S USRI SR MR < ) S B R |

Exercises for

I. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Was Reuben’s family poor or rich? How do you know?

8 ENGLISH FROM SCRATCH BOOK 3



Why was the shopkeeper willing to keep the brooch for Reuben?
. How did Reuben save money to buy the brooch?

. What did Reuben’s father do?

Why did Reuben like his mother so much?

Why did the sack buyer decide to accept Reuben’s four sacks?
How did Reuben’s mother feel when she got the present?

Nowus WP

II. Word formation: Study the following groups of sentences and translate them into
Chinese, paying special attention to the meaning of the italicized words.

Group A
1. If the weather permits, we shall play the match tomorrow.
2. She’s only in her 40’s but she had a weather-beaten face.
3. The ship weathered the storm. The crew stood on the platform to breathe the fresh air.
4. The crop became weathered by the drought. ~

Group B
1. Children should show respect for their elders.
2. We should respect the environment while we develop our industry.
3. A respectable married couple moved into our neighborhood.
4. A leader is supposed to be respectful to other’s opinions.
Group C
1. Let bygones be bygones. We expect you to make a fresh start.
2. The memdfies of my childhood are still fresh in my mind.
3. Isuggest that you have a holiday. Then you will sure feel fresh.
4. These are freshly picked strawberries. Please help yourself.

Group D
1. I have to refuse your invitation because I have a prior appointment.
2. She has a prior consideration of her children.
3. We received no notification (i 1) prior to that weekend.
4. The government gave top priority to education.

Group E
1. Itis surprising that the audience is not bored at a speech of that length.
2. At length the movie was over.
3. She even went to the length of driving me home at midnight.
4. The government lengthened the holidays to encourage consumption.

Group F
1. The girl left her home because her parents were very rough to her.
Please give me your rough idea of your plans.
We don’t want to compete with a team playing rough.
The baby roughed her mother’s hair up.
. Rough the wall before you paint it.
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