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UNIT 1

& Text A In a Class by Himself
.= TextB Do Schools Kill Creativity?

eaching is a special calling. that every student has the

A teacher is someone potential for success. This
who sees what his students can potential is so exciting —
accomplish, not what they cannot. it drives both the students
Even if not every student will and the teacher to meet new
succeed in a class, this fact should challenges and achieve new
not keep a teacher from believing successes.



After finishing this unit, you should be able to:

» use the words and expressions learned in this unit to discuss education and related topics
» understand the usage of the prefixes — anti-, contra-, counter-, dis-, in-, il-, im-, ir-,
mal-, non-, un-, and mis-

identify the writer’s purpose, attitude and tone

v

learn to write the topic sentence in a paragraph

v

Pre-class Activities |

Step 1

Search for proverbs or sayings about education both in Chinese and English on the Internet or in

library resources and select one in each language.

WL, HZAE Rk E, — (4lie)
Children require guidance and sympathy far more than instruction. — Annie Sullivan
Step 2

Share with the class how you understand the proverbs or sayings. Are there any differences between

education in China and the West reflected in the proverbs?




Tl Aetive Beadlny

® ® ® ®
Pre-reading Activities g
1. Watch the video clip from Dead Poets Society and discuss how the teacher inspired his

students.

2. What is an ideal teacher? Write down three adjectives and explain your choice.

@Text A
S
In a Class by Himself

Tamara Lauriano

My teacher knew I could do better. I couldn't let him down.

| The first day my new teacher walked into our school in Spanish Harlem, I burst out
laughing. Ron Clark was a young white guy from North Carolina who talked with a funny
Southern accent. He said he used to be a singing waiter. I thought, who is this guy? He’s a

complete joke.

2 It was 1999 and I was in the fifth grade at New York City’s P.S. 83. I figured I’d spend 5
most of the year in the principal’s office. I’d always been a troublemaker. I’d get yelled at, and

then the teachers would give up on me. I thought that’s what would happen with Ron Clark.

I was wrong. That first week, I kept mocking him. He hauled me out to the hallway and

said I’d better shape up. “Tamara,” he said. “You’re a smart kid. You can do better.”

4 He told me I was a natural leader and that I’d go far in life if I started applying myself. I 70
was mad at first, but then something happened: I began to respect him. There were 29 students

in our class, and it didn’t take long for us to realize that Ron Clark was no ordinary teacher.




He was only 27 and had the most unusual way
of teaching. To help us learn the states and capitals, he
changed the lyrics of a popular rap hit called Thong Song
and had us sing and dance with him. When we read the

Harry Potter books, he decorated our classroom like

Hogwarts. And during the Presidential election, he put

campaign posters on the walls and covered the room with 5,000 red, white and blue stars.

6 Like most teachers, he had lots of rules: Treat each other like family. Don’t butt in line.
But the real difference was how involved he was. Mr Clark ate with us in the lunchroom
instead of going to the teachers’ lounge. At first, my friends and I were thinking, “What is

he doing?”

He asked us what was going on in our lives. At recess, he came outside with us, and
we taught him how to jump rope. When it snowed, Mr Clark, who’d never seen snow

before, pelted us with snowballs, and we pelted him back.

Before coming to P.S. 83, he taught at Snowden Elementary in his hometown, Belhaven,
North Carolina. His parents were DJs at dance clubs, so he grew up with music and energy.
He wanted a life of adventure, he told me, but his mom encouraged him to apply for a position
at Snowden when one of the teachers passed away. Mr Clark ended up loving it. He came to
Harlem because he’d seen a TV show about our troubled schools and the lack of qualified

teachers. He wanted a challenge. Boy, did he get one.

When I met him, I had a lot of anger inside of me. I’ve lived my whole life in Spanish
Harlem with my mom, grandmother and little sister, Ivy. I never had a father, but in my
neighborhood that’s not unusual. You have to watch yourself. There are shoot-ups all the time.
I know kids who have been shot or beaten up. I have friends who ended up in jail or pregnant. I
could have ended up that way, too, but Mr Clark and my mom wouldn’t let that happen.

|0 Mr Clark worked long hours, making sure I did my work. My grades rose. In fact, our
whole fifth-grade class’s scores rose in math and reading. In sixth grade, I entered the gifted

program, and Mr Clark was the teacher. I felt so lucky to have him for a second year!

|1 He took our class to see The Phantom of the Opera, and it was the first time some kids
had ever been out of Harlem. Before the show, he treated us to dinner at a restaurant and

taught us not to talk with our mouths full — stuff you don’t usually learn in the ghetto. He




