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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

Itis at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The third of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Tiger

Yin Shi refers to the time from 3am to 5am. It is said the tiger is the fiercest
and is loafing about at this period of time. Hereby Yin Shi is connected with
the tiger.

In the folk paper-cut, the images of the tiger are probably the most. In the
past, in many countryside areas of china, the kids were "surrounded by the
tiger" from the time when they were born. The kids wear the caps of tiger
head, the scarves of the tiger, the undergarment of the tiger covering the
chest, and the shoes of the tiger head. Even their pillars are in the shape of
the tiger. The cloth tiger and the clay tiger are the main toys for the kids. The
grandmothers liked to cook some steamed buns of "big face tiger" for their
grandchildren. B}

Itis a long story since Chinese took the tiger as the mascot. In the folk, the
tiger is the king for the beasts, and the symbol for bravery, auspiciousness
and safety. Itis said the tiger may kill the ghost. So if a picture of the tiger is
drawn on the door, the ghost might be kept off. To "decorate" a kid with the
image of the tiger is to obtain bless and protect from the tiger, and to wish
the kid brave, strong and dynamic and vigorous like a tiger.
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The Tiger Yanchuang,

Shan'xi Gao Fenglian 12.4cm x 10.5cm
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x 17.0cm

21.0cm = 17.0cm
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7.lcm x 11.5cm
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