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Editor’ s Note

With the deepening of the reform of the economic system and the expansion of the
effort to open to the outside world, an unprecedented period of development has been
ushered in, for the commodity economy in China. The development of a commercial,
extrovert economy and the integration of the world market with the home market are
both necessary for China’s development of a commodity economy. To meet this need,
we have edited and published this picture album, China’s Commerce, to help people
from all walks of life at home and abroad better understand the condition of China’s
commerce, so as achieve the purpose of swapping information, expanding exchanges
and promoting mutual understanding and cooperation.

Thanks to the direct leadership and solicitous care of leaders of the Ministry of
Commerce, as well as the unstinting support and cooperation of the various bureaus
and corporations under the Ministry and local commercial committees and departments,
grain bureaus, supply and marketing cooperatives of the various localities, China’s
Commerce has now come off the press smoothly. However, because of hastiness in
compilation and our limited editorial level, mistakes and shortages are hardly avoid-
able. We therefore are willing to accept any criticism or correction our readers have to
offer.

February 1990



PREFACE

Commerce in China is a trade at once ancient and young. Ancient, because it started to
take root on the western shore of the Pacific when mankind had just crossed the threshold of
civilization.

The past millennia have witnessed Wang Hai, the forefather of all Chinese merchants,
trudging with oxcarts loaded high with silks and brocades on his way north of the Yellow River
to barter with the northern tribes; witnessed the emergence of commercial ports and trade
centres that had catalyzed exchanges between various nationalities at the turn of the Qing and
Han dynasties; witnessed the adventure of Zhang Qian, who twice went on diplomatic missions
to the Western Territories, leaving behind the mysterious Silk Road; and witnessed the
heroism of navigator Zheng He, sea borne westward seven times to initiate China’s marine
trade.

These and numerous other anecdotical episodes, which generation after generation of our
people feel so proud of, have added lustre to the time honoured history of the Chinese
commerce.

However, commerce came into its own in China as a veritable instrument for the
interflow of commodities only after the birth of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 . Or,
one may say that it become full-fledged only during the action packed years of reform and
opening to the outside world that began in 1979. .

This reform is still unfolding in depth, yet its profound influence on the Chinese
commerce is already there for all to see. It has not only brought together a market once
fragmented by numerous geographical and administrative boundaries, but also flung open the
country’s doors after being shut up from all trade relations with the outside world for so long.
The reform has freed China from the old restraints of a natural economy and ushered in a new
age of development characterized by a circulation of commodities as active as never before on
this ancient land. In no time, commerce has emerged as a huge trade providing more than 30
million jobs and registering an 800 million yuan retail sales volume of social commodities. In
the midst of this epoch-making reality , is there anyone who chooses to lament the departure
of the backwater market situation that prevailed only a few decades ago?

This new-found vitality generated by the on going reform bespeaks brilliant prospects for
the Chinese commerce, whose hope lies in a bold advance towards the world and towards the
future. Thus something has to be done to acquaint friends from all walks of life at home and
abroad with the commerce in China, and to set more exchanges and cooperation with the
outside world in motion on an even wider scale. China’ s Commerce is published precisely to
meet this purpose.

The China’ s Commerce is by no means purported to become a magnum opus of historical
significance. It is designed, to all intents and purposes, to capture a cross section, however
incomplete, of China’s commerce in transition during this unusual age of human development.
Nevertheless, by flipping through its pages, our readers will unfailingly gain a general idea
about the commerce in China.

From the book’ s ocean of names, you may discover the ideal partner you have been
looking for, or a huge market that is attractive and worth trying. When all this happens, the
editors of the China’ s Commerce will be perfectly satisfied.

Hu Ping, Minister of Commerce,
People” s Republic of China
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This is a picture of leaders of the Ministry of Commerce
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