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Animals Are Parents Too

» o E2H/r / Chris

I want to let you know about an event that changed my life many years ago. It is a
memory that periodically’ comes and goes, but it is one of the most precious memories
that me and my wife share. I am thankful that we can remember it together. It’s a re—
minder that things are not what they seem and that angels come in many pjgk/ﬂ_ggg

We live in College Station, Texas and we we:::):our way home from Houston,
Texas around the Weston Lakes area one Saturday or Sunday morning. And when I say
morning, I’ m talking 1:00 to 2:00 in the morning.

We were on our way home and decided to stop at a local gas station to get coffee
and something to snack on since it was a good hour and a half before we got home.

When we were done, we got back into our car and before I started it, we noticed a
man standing outside in front of the building. You could tell that he was a homeless
man. His clothes were tattered’ and worn and it looked like he had gone in and gotten
him some coffee or something warm to drink since it was cold this time of the year. He
must have not had enough money to get something to eat. That is not something I re—
member too well, because that is not what “moved” me.

The next thing I remember is a dog that walked up to the front of the building. Be—
ing a dog lover, I noticed that she was part wo’if and probably part German shepherd®.

I could tell she was a she, because you could tell that she had been feeding pup—
pies’. She was terribly in need of something to eat and I felt so bad for her. I knew if
she didn’t eat soon, she and her puppies would not make it.

Me and my wife sat there and looked at her. We noticed that people walked by
and didn’t even pet her, like most people do when they walk by an animal in front of a
store. She might not have been as pretty and clean as most, but she still deserved bet—
ter.

But we still did not do anything. But someone did.
1 002



The homeless man, who I thought did not buy himself anything to eat, went back
into the store. And what he did brogght tears to me and my wife. He had gone into the
store and with what money he may have had, bought a can of dog food and fed that dog.

I know that this story isn’t as inspirational as most stories, but it plays a great part
in our lives. You see, that was Mother’s Day weekend. And a lot of people forget that
some animals are parents too. And animals as well as us are God’s creations too.

It would be a better story if I could remember all the details, but even without the
details, I believe it still gets the message across. It took a homeless man, to show me

what I should have done. He made me a better man that day.
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What Is Love?

» k& /Anonymous

A group of professional people posted this question to a group of 4 to 8 year olds:
“What does love mean?” The answers they got were broader and deeper than anyone
could have imagined.

1. When my grandma got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails'
anymore. So my grandpa does it for her now all the time, even when his hands got
arthritis® too. That’s love.

Rebecca — age 8

2. When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just
know that your name is safe in their mouths.

Billy — age 4

3. Love is when a girl puts on perfume’ and a boy puts on shaving Cologne and
they go out and smell each other.

Kari — age 5

4. Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French Fries
without making them give you any of theirs.

Chrissy — age 6

5. Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.

Terri — age 4

6. Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip giving
it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.

Danny — age 7

7. Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, you still
want to be together and you talk more. My mommy and daddy are like that. They look
gross when they kiss.

Emily — age 8
005 |



8. Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents

and listen.
Bobby — age 7
9. If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.
Nikka — age 6

10. Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday.
Noelle — age 7
11. Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends, even
after they know each other so well.
Tommy — age 6
12. My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don’t see anyone else kissing
me to sleep at night.
Clare — age 6
13. Love is when mommy sees daddy smelly and sweaty* and still says he is hand—
somer than Robert Redford.
Chris — age 7
14. Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.
Mary Ann — age 4
15. When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come
out of you.
Karen — age 7
16. Love is when mommy sees daddy on the toilet and doesn’t think it’s gross.
Mark — age 6
17. You really shouldn’t say “I LOVE YOU” unless you mean it. But if you mean
it, you should say it a lot. People forget.
Jessica — age 8
And the winner was a 4 years old child whose next door neighbor was an elderly
man who had just lost his wife. When the child saw the man cry, the little boy went
over into the man’s yard and climbed on top of the man’s lap and just sat there.
When the boy’s mother asked him what he’d said to the neighbor, the little boy

”

said, “Nothing, I just helped him cry.
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